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Changing facets
of Muslim
representation
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T
he Election Com-
mission (EC) on
Thursday an-

nounced the development
of a prototype of a multi-
constituency remote elec-
tronic voting machine
(RVM) to enable remote
voting by migrant voters.

The machines can han-
dle multiple constituencies
from one remote booth.

The EC invited all recog-
nised political parties —
eight national and 57 State
parties — to a demonstra-
tion of the prototype on Ja-
nuary 16. The panel has al-
ready shared a concept
note with them on the le-
gal, operational, adminis-
trative and technological

challenges. The commis-
sion urged the parties to
submit their views by Janu-
ary 31.

Opposing the proposal,
the Congress said the move

could seriously “under-
mine trust in the electoral
system”.

Remote EVM ready to
help migrants vote
outside States: EC
The machines can handle multiple constituencies from a single remote
polling booth; panel to demonstrate prototype’s functioning on Jan. 16 

The Hindu Bureau
NEW DELHI
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Wary of a rise in number of
COVID-19 cases, the go-
vernment has made nega-
tive RT-PCR reports a man-
datory requirement for air
travellers arriving from
China, Japan, South Korea,
Singapore and Thailand.

In its latest guidelines
for international travellers,
the Health and Family Wel-
fare Ministry has said a pre-
departure test conducted
72 hours before the jour-
ney will be mandatory
from January 1 for passen-
gers from these five coun-
tries. 

Travellers arriving in In-
dia will also have to fill a
self-declaration form on
the Air Suvidha portal, be-
sides uploading a copy of
their RT-PCR test report.

IATA disappointed
The International Air Tran-
sport Association, which
represents more than 300
airlines across the world,

opposed the decision. “In-
dia’s decision to reintro-
duce COVID-19 testing is
disappointing and a step
backward,” said Philip
Goh, IATA’s regional vice-
president for Asia-Pacific.

He added that govern-
ments needed to respond
based on science and facts,

and experience from the
past three years showed
that travel restrictions and
testing requirements were
ineffective. “Testing re-
quirements have a negative
impact on travel as people
tend to avoid being tested,”
he added.

The impact of the move

on travel demand will be
known in the days to come.

“The announcement is
unlikely to have an imme-
diate impact as bookings
are done much in advance.
However, going forward we
might see some drop,” said
Rajiv Mehra, Indian Asso-
ciation of Tour Operators.

RT-PCR negative report must for air
travellers from five Asian countries 
The Hindu Bureau
NEW DELHI

Exercising caution: Travellers arriving in India will have to fill a self-declaration form on the Air Suvidha
portal. SANDEEP SAXENA

The Uttar Pradesh Drug
Control and the Central
Drugs Standards Control
Organisation (CDSCO) are
investigating Marion Bio-
tech after Uzbekistan
linked the deaths of 18 chil-
dren to a “contaminated”
cough syrup made by the
Noida-based firm, Union
Health Minister Mansukh
Mandaviya said on Thurs-
day. 

Samples of the syrup
have been sent to the Re-
gional Drugs Testing Labo-
ratory in Chandigarh for
further testing, Mr. Manda-
viya said.

Media reports quoted a
legal representative for Ma-
rion Biotech as saying that

the company had ceased
production of the cough
syrup pending an
investigation.

The controversy took on
political overtones with
Congress leader Jairam Ra-
mesh tweeting that the Na-
rendra Modi government

should “stop boasting”
about India being a phar-
macy to the world and take
strict action, while the rul-
ing party accused the Con-
gress of deriding India in
its “hate” for the Prime
Minister.

‘Premature link’
The Indian government is
in touch with Uzbekistan
authorities, but it will be
premature to link the pre-
sent case with a recent in-
cident in the Gambia
where also children’s
deaths were blamed on In-
dian-made cough syrups,
said a spokesperson for the
Ministry of External Affairs
(MEA).

Pharma firm faces inquiry
over ‘killer’ cough syrup
Jacob Koshy
NEW DELHI

Under scrutiny: Samples of
the syrup have been sent for
further testing.
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India’s current account ba-
lance recorded a deficit of
$36.4 billion — or a nine-
year high of 4.4% of GDP —
in the second quarter end-
ed September, rising from
$18.2 billion (2.2% of GDP)
in the previous quarter, ac-
cording to Reserve Bank
data released on Thursday.

The RBI said a spike in
merchandise trade deficit
to $83.5 billion in Q2, from
$63 billion in April-June,
contributed to a wider
CAD — which is the highest
as a proportion of GDP
since June 2013.

India’s CAD
widens in Q2
to nine-year
high of 4.4% 

The Hindu Bureau
MUMBAI
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TRIAL RUN

Fighter jets
test landing
facility in A.P.

SOUTH » PAGE 7

Govt. didn’t keep
promise on farm
income: Cong. 

NEW DELHI

Targeting the Narendra Modi
government over its promise to
double farmers’ income by
2022, the Congress on
Thursday said the UPA raised
farm incomes between 2004
and 2014. » Page 13

Green energy:
Delhi govt. clears
draft solar policy 

NEW DELHI

Aiming to increase the share 

of the city’s annual electricity
demand met by solar energy
from 9% at present to 25% 

by 2025, the Delhi government 

on Thursday cleared the 

draft Delhi Solar Policy 

2022. » Page 2 

The Manohar Lal govern-
ment in Haryana plans to
hold private hospitals ac-
countable for fulfilling their
end of the healthcare deal
in lieu of receiving land at
concessional rates.

The government has re-
vised the maximum month-
ly income limit for free
treatment in all private hos-
pitals constructed on sites
in Haryana Shehri Vikas
Pradhikaran (HSVP) sectors
in any urban estate of Ha-
ryana to ₹15,000 from
₹5,000, thus extending the
benefits to a much wider
population.

Amended guidelines is-
sued by the government
stipulate that private hospi-

tals, except the super-spe-
ciality ones, need to pro-
vide free-of-cost services to
20% of the total outdoor pa-
tients on a first-come, first-
served basis. They also
need to reserve 10% of the
total beds for free treat-
ment to poor patients. Sup-
er-speciality hospitals on
HSVP land aren’t off the
hook either. 

OPD services 
The new guidelines enjoin
them to provide free OPD
services to 20% of the pa-
tients. They have to reserve
20% of the total functional
beds for poor patients and
provide free treatment up
to ₹5 lakh. 

The hospitals can charge
10% of the normal charges
in case the billed amount is

₹5-₹10 lakh and 30% if the
treatment costs more than
₹10 lakh. However, the sub-
sided treatment in super-
speciality hospitals is avail-
able only to those poor pa-
tients who have been
referred by the Chief Minis-
ter, Health Minister, civil
surgeon and the District
Red Cross Society.

The three prominent Gu-
rugram hospitals — Medan-
ta - The Medicity, Artemis
and Fortis — also come un-
der the purview of the poli-
cy. On Wednesday, Deputy
Commissioner Nishant Ya-

dav held a meeting with re-
presentatives of these hos-
pitals and the officials
concerned to convey the
government’s intention to
strictly implement the new
policy guidelines, said a
press statement.

Stress on generics
The guidelines also require
the setting up of separate
counter for poor patients
and a separate medical
store for the sale of generic
medicines. They also stress
upon separate entry for
these patients, if possible,
and earmarking of separate
beds for them. Beneficiar-
ies must have a Family
Identity Card or BPL card
or the Ayushman Bharat
card to be eligible for the
subsidised treatment.

Haryana govt. hikes monthly income
limit for free treatment at pvt. hospitals
Ashok Kumar
GURUGRAM

Private hospitals
have to reserve 
20% of the total
functional beds for
poor patients 
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To prevent frequent waterlogging in the city, the
MCD on Thursday announced a two-phase plan
to execute the desilting of drains under its
jurisdiction. The civic body said ₹13.76 crore has
been allocated for desilting works in all 12 MCD
zones. The first phase of desilting will be
completed by June 5, 2023. The MCD said it will
take public feedback over the quality of work,
based on which the contractor will be paid.

MCD allocates over ₹13 crore
for desilting of drains  

INBRIEF
!

Two stray puppies were killed by unidentified
persons in Dwarka’s Sector 9, the police said on
Thursday. An FIR has been registered, they
added. The matter came to light after Congress
leader Abhishek Manu Singhvi shared on Twitter
the screenshot of a Facebook post informing
about the alleged incident.

Stray puppies killed in
Dwarka park; FIR registered 

A
iming to increase
the share of the ci-
ty’s annual elec-

tricity demand met by so-
lar energy from 9% at
present to 25% by 2025,
the Delhi government on
Thursday cleared the draft
Delhi Solar Policy 2022.

The draft, which targets
a total installed solar ca-
pacity of 6,000 megawatt
by 2025, has been put in
the public domain for 30
days for comments from
stakeholders, after which it
will be tabled before the
Cabinet for final approval.

Deputy Chief Minister
and Power Minister Manish
Sisodia said the policy pro-
vides a host of benefits
through Generation Based
Incentives (GBI) and capi-
tal subsidy for residential

and commercial consum-
ers to adopt solar energy,
besides introducing inno-
vative models of solar de-
ployment. “For the first
time in the country, con-
sumers will have an oppor-
tunity for community solar
and peer-to-peer (P2P)
trading,” he said.

Community solar will
enable consumers who do
not have a suitable roof for

installing a solar set-up to
be owners of a part of a
larger solar energy system
set by a developer within
an available land parcel,
while P2P trading of solar
energy will enable owners
of solar energy systems to
sell their excess generated
electricity in real-time via a
P2P energy trading plat-
form, the government said.

The policy has been pre-

pared by the Dialogue and
Development Commission
of Delhi (DDC) after stake-
holder consultations with
the industry, consumers,
government entities, fi-
nancing institutions, and
clean energy think-tanks.

Along with increasing
solar energy consumption,
the policy also aims to gen-
erate over 12,000 green
jobs, the government said
in a statement. DDC Vice
Chairperson Jasmine Shah
said the policy will prove to
be a landmark in Delhi’s ef-
forts to fight air pollution
and climate change.

“The deployment of so-
lar plants on all existing
State government proper-
ties with a rooftop area of
500 square metres or
above is now mandatory. It
will be carried out in a
phased manner,” Mr. Siso-
dia added.

Boost for green energy: Delhi
govt. clears draft solar policy 

The draft Delhi Solar Policy 2022 targets a total installed solar
capacity of 6,000 megawatt by 2025. FILE PHOTO 

It targets raising the share of solar energy in meeting annual electricity to 25% by 2025; benefits
such as Generation Based Incentives and subsidy for consumers; views sought in next 30 days

The Hindu Bureau

NEW DELHI

Ahead of New Year cele-
brations, Delhi Police on
Thursday said more than
18,000 personnel across
district and traffic units
will be deployed in the city
to ensure safety and
security.

Traffic restrictions will
be imposed in and around
Connaught Place from 8
p.m. on Saturday.

Special Commissioner
of Police (Law and Order)
Dependra Pathak said,
“Over 16,500 personnel
from local police will be
deployed across the city on
Saturday. This time, there
will be anti-terror mea-
sures in high footfall areas
where local police, in real-
time coordination with the
Special Cell, has made ar-
rangements. Women safe-
ty will also be our focus
area, with more than
2,500 women personnel

deployed.”
He added that more

than 1,600 pickets for
checking, over 1,200 mo-
bile patrolling vehicles and
2,074 bikes will be
deployed.

According to Special
Commissioner of Police
(Traffic) S.S. Yadav, around
1,850 traffic personnel will
be deployed along with lo-
cal police staff for joint
checking.

Police to deploy over
18,000 personnel on
New Year’s Eve 

Traffic restrictions will be
imposed in and around
Connaught Place from 8 p.m.
on Saturday. FILE PHOTO 

The Hindu Bureau

NEW DELHI

Deputy Chief Minister
Manish Sisodia on Thurs-
day said the most pressing
reform needed in the na-
tion’s education system is
to change the traditional
examination and assess-
ment systems.

Addressing the “Educar-
nival” conference organ-
ised by IIT-Delhi, he said,

“Until the current exami-
nation system is changed,
the entire education sys-
tem will remain a slave of
the three-hour annual ex-
amination. The learning
process will remain only a
battle to pass the exam.”

He added that the exam-
ination system which
should have been a means
for children to learn and
understand, to know their
areas of improvement, and

to remove their weakness-
es, has become only a sys-
tem to assess the rote
learning ability of children.

The Delhi government,
Mr. Sisodia said, has taken
a step forward to change
the traditional assessment
systems in schools through
the Delhi Board of School
Education, where students
are evaluated for under-
standing instead of rote
learning ability.

Deputy CM calls for moving
away from ‘3-hour exam system’

The Hindu Bureau

NEW DELHI

The Municipal Corpora-
tion of Delhi (MCD) on
Thursday filed a police
complaint against Bharati-
ya Janata Party (BJP) MLA
from Laxmi Nagar Abhay
Verma, alleging that men
associated with him beat
up a sanitation worker.

The Aam Aadmi Party
(AAP) released a purported

video of the incident,
showing a group of men
beating up a person, and
called it “an attack on the
Valmiki community”. AAP
MLA Rakhi Birla said,
“This is not only an attack
on an employee, but on
Delhi’s sanitation workers
community. AAP will talk
to the Delhi Police Com-
missioner to file an FIR im-
mediately. We will protest
against Abhay Verma.”

Meanwhile, Mr. Verma
said he did not beat up the
worker. “AAP’s allegations
are completely false, I did
not misbehave or raise my
hand at the worker. He had
locked a public toilet, and
was collecting money from
people who wanted to use
it,” he told The Hindu. The
Delhi BJP did not react to
the incident. A police offic-
er said, “We are looking in-
to the alleged video.”

MCD accuses ‘BJP MLA’s goons’
of thrashing sanitation worker

The Hindu Bureau

NEW DELHI
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Timings
DELHI

FRIDAY, DEC. 30

RISE 07:14 SET 17:35

RISE 12:29 SET 00:07

SATURDAY, DEC. 31

RISE 07:14 SET 17:35

RISE 12:59 SET 01:07

SUNDAY, JAN. 01

RISE 07:14 SET 17:36

RISE 13:31 SET 02:05

0
DISCLAIMER: Readers are requested to verify
and make appropriate enquiries to satisfy
themselves about the veracity of an advertise-
ment before responding to any published in
this newspaper. THG PUBLISHING PVT LTD., the
Publisher & Owner of this newspaper, does not
vouch for the authenticity of any advertisement
or advertiser or for any of the advertiser’s
products and/or services. In no event can the
Owner, Publisher, Printer, Editor, Director/s,
Employees of this newspaper/company be held
responsible/liable in any manner whatsoever
for any claims and/or damages for advertise-
ments in this newspaper.

States

Bihar Chief Minister Nitish Kumar on Thursday
slammed BJP leaders for criticising the State
government’s decision to purchase a new plane
and a helicopter for the movement of VIPs. Mr.
Kumar said the government’s decision is “in the
interest of the State”. “It is quite surprising that
they [BJP leaders] are making such statements …
one should ask them about the things which they
were planning to purchase during the NDA
regime in Bihar,” the Chief Minister said. PTI

Nitish slams BJP for criticising
govt.’s move to buy new plane

West Bengal Minister Subrata Saha on Thursday
died of cardiac arrest in Murshidabad district, his
family said. He was 69, and is survived by his
wife, son and daughter-in-law. The Minister of
State for Food Processing complained of chest
pain and was admitted to Berhampore Medical
College and Hospital, where he died half an hour
later, they said. The three-time Sagardighi MLA
had recently undergone a gall bladder surgery.
Chief Minister Mamata Banerjee condoled Saha’s
death. PTI

Bengal Minister Subrata Saha
dies of cardiac arrest

INBRIEF
!

The All India United Demo-
cratic Front (AIUDF) Lok
Sabha MP Badruddin Aj-
mal has urged President
Droupadi Murmu to direct
the Assam government to
stop eviction drives during
the chilly winter season
and to make alternative ar-
rangements for the affect-
ed people.

The AIUDF chief in a let-
ter to the President, made
available to the media on
Thursday, urged her to di-
rect the State government
to stop the “inhuman”evic-
tion in the winter season,
to provide land and finan-
cial help to the poor land-
less and homeless affected
families and to stop “selec-
tive and discriminatory”
eviction of people belong-
ing to any particular
community.

“The State government
is carrying out eviction
drives in the cold winter
months, rendering thou-
sands of poor people
homeless and causing
them immense difficulties
and this inhuman action
must be stopped imme-

diately”, Mr. Ajmal said.
“'The most objectiona-

ble point is that the evic-
tion drive has been initiat-
ed in a selective and
discriminatory manner by
targeting members of a
particular community.
Some of the people have
been evicted from areas
where they have been liv-
ing for decades,” Mr. Ajmal
said.

The Dhubri MP further
said that he would like to
make it clear that he and
his party were not in fa-
vour of encroachment of
government land and “we
do not have any objection
if illegal encroachers are
evicted, whoever they may
be”.

The Assam government
had carried out one of the
largest eviction drives in
the State at Batadrava, the
birthplace of Vaishnav
saint Srimanta Sankarde-
va, in Nagaon district on
December 19, which affect-
ed around 5,000 people,
followed by eviction of 27
families and 17 business es-
tablishments who had en-
croached on a school land
in neighbouring Morigaon
district on December 23. 

Ajmal urges President
to stop Assam eviction
drives during winter

AIUDF chief Badruddin Ajmal. FILE PHOTO

Press Trust of India
GUWAHATI

The husband of Jharkhand actor Riya Kumari was
on Thursday arrested for allegedly murdering
her, police said. Riya Kumari, who goes by the
screen name of Isha Aliya, was shot dead on
National Highway 16 in West Bengal’s Howrah
district in the early hours of Wednesday when
she was heading to Kolkata along with her
husband Prakash Kumar and two-year-old
daughter, they said. PTI

Husband held in Jharkhand
actor’s highway murder

W
ith pressure
mounting for
higher reserva-

tion in education and em-
ployment from politically
influential Panchamasali
(Veerashaiva-Lingayat sub-
sect) and Vokkaligas, the
Karnataka government on
Thursday decided to create
separate OBC reservation
categories. 

The Cabinet cleared the
formation of 2C and 2D ca-
tegories for Vokkaligas and
Veerashaiva-Lingayats (all
subsects) in the Other
Backward Classes (OBC)
list.

The government, ho-
wever, deferred announce-
ment on the quantum of
reservation to the newly
established categories till
the final report of the Kar-
nataka Permanent Back-
ward Classes Commission
is submitted, while stating
that it would be increased
“at least by 2% to 3%.”

The Cabinet, which met
in Belagavi on Thursday,
decided to create 2C and
2D to accommodate the
castes that figured in 3A
(Vokkaliga) and 3B (Vee-
rashaiva-Lingayat) till
now. The decision was
based on the interim re-
port on the demand of sev-
eral communities for in-

crease in reservation,
submitted by the Karnata-
ka State Backward Classes
Commission. 

Minister for Law and
Parliamentary Affairs J.C.
Madhuswamy, briefing the
media, said the final report
of the commission was ex-
pected in two to three
months. Panchamasali Lin-
gayats had set December
29 as the deadline to en-
hance reservation.

“The Central govern-
ment has already an-

nounced 10% reservation
for EWS, increasing the to-
tal reservation to 60%. In
Karnataka, we are yet to
determine the number of
castes and their population
that deserve EWS quota.
We will fix the percentage
of EWS quota, considering
their population. Then, the
remaining percentage
points will be allocated to
the newly created catego-
ries. If there is a require-
ment, we can go beyond
60% reservation, as there

are examples in other
States. As per this model,
both the communities will
get the reservation in-
creased by at least 2% or
3%,” he contended. The
Minister made it clear that
the government would not
alter the reservation allot-
ted to categories — 2A (15%)
and 2B (4%). The reserva-
tion is only for education
and employment purpos-
es. There would be no pol-
itical representation, he
added.

Karnataka carves out
separate categories for
Veerashaivas, Vokkaligas 

Members of the Panchamasali Lingayat community during their agitation for reservation, at
Hirebagewadi in Belagavi district on December 22, 2022. PTI 

Cabinet clears formation of 2C and 2D categories in OBC quota; the government, however, defers
announcement on the quantum of reservation to the newly established categories 

The Hindu Bureau
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Trinamool Congress spo-
kesperson Saket Gokhale
was arrested by Gujarat
Police from Delhi late on
Thursday evening in a case
of alleged misuse of money
he had collected through
crowdfunding, said a se-
nior officer here.

Mr. Gokhale was arrest-
ed by the Ahmedabad Cyb-
er Crime Branch and was
being brought here for
further legal process, said
the senior police officer,
adding that they would ar-
rive by Friday afternoon.

This was for the third
time Mr. Gokhale was ar-
rested this month by Guja-
rat Police.

Fake news charge
He was first arrested by the
Cyber Crime Branch on
December 6 for allegedly
spreading fake news re-
garding the cost incurred
on Prime Minister Naren-
dra Modi’s visit to Morbi
town following a bridge

collapse tragedy.
On December 1, Mr.

Gokhale had shared a news
clipping about information
purportedly obtained
through the Right to Infor-
mation claiming that Mr.
Modi’s visit to Morbi after
the bridge collapse cost
₹30 crore.

Soon after he received
bail from a court here, the
TMC leader was again ar-
rested on December 8 by
the Morbi police for the
same offence registered
there.

He was granted bail the
next day. 

TMC leader Gokhale
arrested again by
Gujarat Police

Saket Gokhale. FILE PHOTO

Press Trust of India
AHMEDABAD

mabhai Modi on Thursday
said their mother Hira-
ben’s condition was gra-
dually improving and she
had liquid food.

Prime Minister Narendra
Modi’s elder brother So-

PM’s mother improving: kin
Press Trust of India
AHMEDABAD



T
he clue to his crime was hidden in
plain sight, written on his T-shirt —
‘this is never that’. Much like the fa-
mous Korean streetwear brand that

found its way to his wardrobe, Mangesh Savkar
looks every bit casual and unlikely to pull off a so-
phisticated crime involving murders and fraud. A
dealer of pre-owned bikes and cars, Savkar was
recently arrested by Nashik Police for executing a
₹4-crore insurance fraud by killing his close friend
and business partner, Ashok Suresh Bhalerao.

However, with his arrest and confession to the
crime, the case has turned on its head — it was
Bhalerao who, along with Savkar, had initially
planned to stage his own murder to pocket insu-
rance money worth ₹4 crore, but got killed for
real. What happened next is a series of twists and
turns straight out of a potboiler.

Plotting a scam
On the morning of September 1, 2021, Ashok
Bhalerao left his Deolali Cantonment home in
Nashik to go to Mumbai for a prospective car deal.
Savkar had asked him to come back only when
the deal was over. Bhalerao did as was asked of
him. He then took the last bus and reached Nash-
ik around 2.30-3 a.m. After getting off at Indira
Nagar bus stop, he walked towards his friend Ki-
ran Sirsat’s pre-owned car showroom for a night
halt.

Meanwhile, at his Deolali home, his wife and
the rest of the family were fast asleep. The sedate
hill station where they live is known for housing

one of the oldest cantonments in the
country. The Bhalerao family lives in
military quarters allotted to Ashok
Bhalerao’s younger brother Satish.

Around 6 a.m., a phone call from
the Mumbai Naka Police Station
woke them up. They were told that
Ashok Bhalerao, the eldest among
four brothers, had suffered severe in-
juries in a road accident near Indira
Nagar jogging track. After reaching
the civil hospital, they were told the
46-year-old had died on the spot. “At
3.25 a.m. on September 2, 2021, we
received a call about a man lying in a
pool of blood near the jogging track.
Soon, a team was rushed to the spot
and the victim was shifted to the civil
hospital,” Sub-Inspector Chetan
Shriwant, who is investigating the
case, said. Doctors said he was
brought dead and shifted the body to
the morgue for autopsy. “It took
some time to contact the family as
his mobile phone was missing and

the correspondence address on ID cards was dif-
ferent,” he added.

Based on a complaint lodged by the family, the
police registered a case against unidentified per-
sons for causing death in a hit-and-run incident.

Fifteen months later…
Nestled in the lush green cantonment area, a 30-
minute drive from Nashik city, the Bhaleraos’
modest house bears a weary look. A lone mari-
gold string that has long gone dry dangles loosely
from the outside wall. It somewhat resembles the
household’s predicament — how the once chirpy
family is now listlessly carrying on with life. On a
December morning, the deceased’s wife and
teenage daughter struggle to express their
emotions.

Ms. Charushila is worried about her daughter
Rishika’s education and their dwindling finances.
After Bhalerao’s death, they are fully dependent
on his three brothers. “I lost my husband because
of Mangesh’s greed. We treated him like a family

member but he betrayed us,” she said.
Both Ashok Bhalerao and Mangesh Savkar had

worked together in a cooperative bank in Nashik
before starting the dealership of pre-owned bikes
and cars. While their business was slowly picking
up, Savkar once suggested to Bhalerao that he
should buy life insurance policies. According to
the police, between 2019 and 2020, Bhalerao
bought seven to eight policies worth ₹4 crore and
named Ms. Charushila as the nominee.

Recalling the fateful day, his brother Mr. Satish
said, “When we first got a phone call from the
police, we thought he was injured. It was only af-
ter reaching the hospital that we came to know he
had already succumbed to his injuries.”

As days went by, there was little headway in
the investigations. The police were unable to
identify the vehicle or those involved in the acci-
dent until December 8 this year when one of the
brothers, Deepak, approached them to re-investi-
gate the case.

Mr. Deepak believed his brother’s death was a
well-planned murder. His suspicion grew stron-
ger when one day Savkar handed over an insu-
rance policy to the family. Just a day before, ₹16
lakh had landed in Ashok Bhalerao’s bank ac-
count out of nowhere.

“If it was an insurance claim, the money would
have been credited to the nominee’s account and
that too after proper documentation. It’s never
deposited into the deceased person’s account.
That’s when we asked the police for a re-investi-
gation,” Mr. Deepak said.

The police went through Savkar’s account
statements and found huge deposits and multiple
transactions with one particular bank account. It
was the account holder’s name that took the
Bhaleraos by surprise — Charushila Ashok
Bhalerao.

The family knew something was terribly
wrong. Things weren’t adding up because Ms.
Charushila, a high school dropout who got mar-
ried at a very young age, didn’t have any bank
account.

Then who was this other Charushila? The fami-
ly got the answer following a local court’s order to
reopen the case.

Based on a fresh complaint by Mr. Deepak, the
police altered the FIR and added Sections 302
(murder), 120-B (criminal conspiracy), 279 (rash
driving), 337 and 338 (causing hurt by act endan-
gering life), in addition to the already invoked
304-A (causing death by negligence) of the Indian
Penal Code. Savkar and five others, including a
woman named Rajini, who impersonated Ms.
Charushila, have been taken into custody. “This is
the most bizarre case of my career,” says Sub-In-

spector Shriwant. “Savkar killed his business
partner for insurance money and made us all be-
lieve it was a road accident,” he said.

More surprises in store
Everyone was in for more surprises when new de-
tails of the case emerged and it was found that
Ashok Bhalerao was also a part of the initial plan.

A senior officer associated with the investiga-
tion of the case said the two business partners
had hatched a plan sometime between 2018 and
2019, and started buying insurance policies to
claim the money by faking Bhalerao’s death. They
then legally changed Rajini’s name to Charushila
and even got a gazette notification published to
that effect. Rajini, now with her new identity as
Charushila, also got a new Aadhaar card, voter ID
and a marriage certificate. All this was done, the
police said, to claim the insurance money without
involving the real Charushila and the rest of the
family.

Soon, the gang started looking for a person or a
body that resembled Ashok Bhalerao’s physical
attributes. “When they couldn’t find anything for
months, out of desperation, they killed one un-
identified person, placed the body in the middle
of a road and ran a vehicle over it to make it look
like an accident,” the officer said. However, they
later realised that the body didn’t match Bhale-
rao’s height and skin complexion. “So, they
dumped it on the road and started a fresh hunt,”
the officer added. The police, however, are yet to
identify the body. “Although the body of a beggar
was recovered at the time, it couldn’t be identi-
fied. After Savkar’s confession, we are re-investi-
gating that case as well,” he said.

As the search for a look-alike went on for
months with no results, Savkar was losing pa-
tience. He decided to kill his business partner for
real and hatched a new plan with the help of the
five others, including his brother-in-law Pranav
and Rajini, the officer said.

On September 1, 2021, Savkar sent Bhalerao to
Mumbai as per the plan to examine a car.

Piecing together the events of the fateful night,
Mr. Shriwant said, “When Ashok got off the bus at
Indira Nagar and started walking towards his
friend’s showroom, he saw Pranav standing there.
Before he could ask anything, another person hit
Ashok on the head with an iron rod from behind.
Savkar was watching this from a distance, sitting
inside a car along with another friend Deepak
Bharadkar.” After hitting him with the rod, Pranav
and the other person dragged an unconscious
Bhalerao to the middle of the road and signalled
Savkar, who then ran his car over him, Mr. Shri-
want added. 

“Some surveillance cameras did capture the
vehicle, but the registration plate was not visible
as they had turned on the high beam. It was diffi-
cult to identify the vehicle or the occupants inside
it,” said the Sub-Inspector.

Until August-September this year, Savkar and
Charushila alias Rajini visited the Mumbai Naka
Police Station many times to enquire about Bhal-
erao’s pending blood alcohol test report from the
forensic laboratory, a crucial document required
to claim the insurance money. They completed all
legal formalities and swindled the firms, the pol-
ice said. While the actual amount was ₹4 crore,
Savkar told his associates that he managed to
claim only ₹1 crore and shared the bounty with
them. “Since he was the one managing Rajini’s
bank account, others were not aware of the huge
deposits. As soon as the insurance payout landed
in that account, he transferred them into his per-
sonal account,” Mr. Shriwant added.

He said things started falling apart when Rajini
suspected Savkar’s intentions and got the account
statement from her bank — it was easy for her as
she was the account holder — and confronted
him. “He was not ready to share the actual bounty
with everyone. So, Rajini insisted he provide
some financial support to Ashok’s family. She felt
it was only because of Ashok they were able to get
the money,” the officer said.

Savkar finally gave in to Rajini’s requests and
deposited ₹16 lakh into Ashok Bhalerao’s bank ac-
count early December and handed over a policy
document to the family, who then approached
the police, the officer added.

No one is able to discern what pricked the con-
science of either Rajini or Savkar after the elabo-
rate crime. When Savkar was finally taken into
police custody on December 13, a country-made
pistol with ‘USA ARMY’ engraved on it and live
bullets were seized from his possession. He con-
fessed to the crime and shared the details of the
entire scam with the police.

However, Bhalerao’s family has one little pro-
blem with Savkar’s confession. They insist Ashok
Bhalerao was only a business partner and wasn’t
aware of the alleged activities. “People are calling
my husband a ‘mastermind’, but he was never
part of their plan. My husband could have never
schemed such a thing,” Ms. Charushila said.

A veteran insurance officer, requesting ano-
nymity, said the insurance industry has evolved a
robust claims management system with multiple
checks before rewarding claimants with the pro-
ceeds. But sporadically some instances of this
kind do crop up. “The vigilance wing, in coordi-
nation with the State police, is working out a sys-
tem to nip the problem in the bud. In this case,
the court will freeze the bank accounts, including
Ashok’s,” he said. 

‘This was never that’
That Savkar managed to breach the claims man-
agement system didn’t surprise those who knew
him. In fact, the police came to know later that at
some point in his career Savkar had also worked
as an insurance claims investigator and knew how
to game the system. He had done it before — and
not just once.

During interrogation, he told the police that he
had bought six to seven life insurance policies
worth ₹2.6 crore between 2018 and 2019 in his
wife’s name and claimed the money by submit-
ting forged death certificates. “All but one of the
claims got rejected, and he managed to get only
₹10 lakh,” the officer added. Suspected of being
hand in glove with her husband, she has been ab-
sconding ever since Savkar was nabbed, the pol-
ice officer said, adding that he faked her death not
just once but on multiple occasions. 

“Now, officially his wife is dead.” 

Murder files: Charushila Ashok Bhalerao and her daughter Rishika at their residence in Deolali, Nashik; Mangesh Savkar (below: second from right) and five others who have been arrested for plotting and killing Ashok Bhalerao. EMMANUAL YOGINI / SPECIAL ARRANGEMENT

The perfect murder that wasn’t
A man ostensibly killed in a road accident in Nashik had bought insurance worth ₹4 crore in recent years. His family believed he was murdered by his business partner and pursued the case. The police
now suspect he wanted to fabricate his own death but ended up dead. Did a partner-in-crime turn on him? Abhinay Deshpande reports

This is the most
bizarre case of

my career. Savkar killed
his business partner for
insurance money and
made us all believe it
was a road accident.

CHETAN SHRIWANT
Sub-Inspector
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People are
calling my
husband a
‘mastermind’,
but he was
never part of
their plan. 

CHARUSHILA
ASHOK
BHALERAO
Wife of the deceased
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F
ood has a delightful
way of reinventing
itself. Just when you

think that nothing can be
done to enhance the taste of
khasta kachori, an innovative
chef goes and replaces the
usual carrot-chilli pickle with
an apple jalapeno relish,
giving the dish a delicious
kick. Street food, I noticed
especially in 2022 (though
the trend has been there for
a while), is being presented
with little tweaks here and
there, which add flavours to
old favourites.

As I look back at a year
well spent, I find that street
food — traditional and new —
has been occupying the high
table. 

A place called Madam
Chutney, for instance, was
impressive. The restaurant in
Greater Kailash 2 (M-20, 1st
floor M Block Market; Mob:
9999386300), serves street
food that is familiar, yet
different. Its Nawabi dahi
batasey are golgappas with a
stuffing of boiled potatoes,
ripe mango pieces and sev,

and an invigorating
sweet-and-sour curd sauce.
Its khasta kachori is crunchy,
the way kachoris should be,
but it is the apple jalapeno
relish which makes it
memorable.

Another drool-worthy dish
is jalebi chat, a must-have at
the Amaltas Indian tapas and
bar in Greater Kailash (Mob:
8595324189). This is a
savoury and crunchy jalebi,
which comes wrapped in
sweet-and-sour flavours

provided by a mix of
yoghurt, chutney, sev and
pomegranate. 

Happily for me, innovative
street food whets the
appetite for traditional street
dishes. I remember in
particular Annakoot’s bedmi
(puri made out of spiced
dough) with aloo sabzi. The
restaurant, which has
branches in many parts of
the city, including Bengali
Market (Mob:9711088031) has
all kinds of delightful

breakfast dishes such as
mattar kulcha: soft kulchas
served with a lemony,
white-pea dish. Their aloo
bedmi is superb, too — the
bedmi is crisp, and the
stuffing, deliciously spicy.

Clearly, the year has been
a food-filled festival. Not
everything that warmed my
soul was street food, of
course. I get all mushy when
I think of Layla’s Yemeni
mandi chicken, a dish of
flavoured rice topped with a
huge piece of roasted
chicken. Layla (L-27, ground
floor, Zamrudpur; Mob:
9310764949) offers excellent
shawarmas, and their lamb
with hummus and lafa bread
will keep you going back for
more. Then there is the Bihar
food of The Chhaunk
(D-145A, South City 1,
Gurugram; Mob:
8860200021). Its menu
includes the region’s
mouth-watering Champaran
meat dish, dal puris and
methi puri.

As the New Year
approaches, I tip my beret to
all those who added flavours
to 2022. Let 2023 be even
more delightful.

This was the year when kachoris and golgappas got invited to the high table 

X

Lip-smacking year The
Chhaunk’s Champaran mutton
(left); and jalebi chaat at
Amaltas. SPECIAL ARRANGEMENT

Rahul Verma

Street food with a dash of elegance 

Cultural bonanza
The Azadi Ka Amrit Mahotsav edition of this
year’s Delhi International Arts Festival ends
today with presentations of music, dance,
theatre, puppetry, poetry, literature, visual
arts, films and exhibitions. The event is
organised by the Forum for Art Beyond
Borders and Prasiddha Foundation in
collaboration with the Ministry of Culture. 
At Kartavya Path, India Gate Lawns, Central
Vista; December 30; 10am to 7pm; Entry free

B
ig names, intriguing titles,
riveting subjects, and
curious collaborations
define the slate of Hindi

films in the New Year. One of the
highlights of 2022 was Shah Rukh
Khan’s pulsating cameo in
Brahmastra. With three films —
Pathaan, Jawan, and Dunki — lined
up in 2023, the star would like to get
over the unprecedented lull in his
career. 

In Pathaan, Shah Rukh is making
an entry into Yash Raj’s
action-thriller universe with Deepika
Padukone and controversy in tow. In
Jawan, he is collaborating with
bright, young Tamil director Atlee
on a subject that is about everyman’s
revenge and has Vijay Sethupati and
Nayanthara alongside him. In Dunki,
he is joining hands with Rajkumar
Hirani for the first time in what is
easily the collaboration of the year.

Like SRK, Salman Khan also has a
lot at stake after a series of duds. So,
he has reserved two major festivals
with Kisi Ka Bhai Kisi Ki Jaan
releasing on Id and Tiger 3 on
Deepavali.

Ranbir Kapoor is collaborating
with director Luv Ranjan, known for
Pyar Ka Punchnama series, on a
quirky romantic comedy called Tu
Jhoothi Main Makkar where he is
paired with Shraddha Kapoor, Later
in the year, he will be seen in Animal
directed by Telugu filmmaker
Sandeep Reddy Vanga.

Akshay Kumar will continue to

deliver remakes of South hits. The
next is Selfiee, an official remake of
the Malayalam film Driving Licence.
Ajay Devgn will be seen in Bholaa, a
remake of Tamil hit Kaithi and
Karthik Aaryan’s next big release is
Shehzada, an official remake of
Telugu superhit Ala
Vaikunthapurramuloo.

However, one of the most awaited
casting coups of 2023 is that of
Katrina Kaif and Vijay Sethupati in
Sriram Raghavan’s Merry Christmas.
Not to forget Prabhas playing Lord
Ram in Om Raut’s retelling of the
Ramayana and Prithviraj Sukumaran
joining Akshay Kumar and Tiger
Shroff in Ali Abbas Zafar’s Chhote

Miyan Bade Miyan.
Meanwhile, the battle of political

narratives will continue with the
National Award-winning filmmaker
Raj Kumar Santoshi’s Gandhi Godse
Ek Yudh scheduled to release this
Republic Day followed by Randeep
Hooda’s Swatantra Veer Savarkar,
Kangana Ranaut’s Emergency and
Vivek Agnihotri’s The Vaccine War on
Independence Day. We might also
get to see the biopic of Atal Bihari
Vajpayee with Pankaj Tripathi
playing the former Prime Minister.

Here are some interesting titles to
look out for in 2023 in order of their
scheduled release dates. From Kuttey
to Dunki, the industry’s love for

animals is apparent in the choice of
titles.

Kuttey
The year begins with a black action
comedy that sees a pack of top dogs
drooling over some meaty stuff.
Aasmaan Bhardwaj, son of director
Vishal Bhardwaj, takes up the charge
of directing a rich ensemble cast that
has Arjun Kapoor, Tabu, Konkona
Sen Sharma, Kumud Mishra, and
Naseeruddin Shah keen on walking
away with the biggest share of the
pie.

Almost Pyaar With DJ Mohabbat
Taking a break from thrillers,
director Anurag Kashyap is coming
up with a romantic musical about
young love. Starring Alaya F and
debutant Karan Mehta, it is
about how set beliefs and
prejudices affect youngsters
seeking love. With some
interesting tunes by Amit
Trivedi, Anurag believes
love will bring in the
revolution. 

Maidaan
After the fever of FIFA World
Cup, director Amit Sharma
promises to make us relive
the golden era of Indian
football through this
biographical sketch of
legendary Indian coach Syed

Abdul Rahim. Amit who gave us the
absolutely lovable Badhaai Ho, is
switching his game with the sports
biopic that is headlined by Ajay
Devgn in the titular role. Priyamani
has been cast opposite him and one
of the highlights is expected to be AR
Rahman’s music.

Rocky Aur Rani Ki Prem Kahani
Seven years after he directed Ae Dil
Hai Mushkil, Karan Johar is returning
to direct yet another romantic drama
with a long and interesting title.
Rocky Aur Rani Ki Prem Kahani is led
by the electric pair of Ranveer Singh
and Alia Bhatt and has an equally
amazing supporting cast that
includes Dharmendra, Jaya
Bachchan, and Shabana Azmi.

Bawaal
Director Nitesh Tiwari of Dangal
fame joins hands with big-ticket
producer Sajid Nadiadwala to create
a love story between an ordinary boy
and a beautiful girl. Starring Varun
Dhawan and Jahnvi Kapoor, the
film’s high-octane action sequences
shot in European countries have
already created a buzz.

Khufiya
The spy thriller based on Amar
Bhushan’s espionage novel Nowhere
to Return marks the return of
filmmaker Vishal Bhardwaj after a
five-year break for his third major
collaboration with Tabu. Those who
have read Bhushan’s novel would
know that the lead character is a
male, but Vishal has changed the
gender of the protagonist so that he
could cast his muse.

Animal
The gangster drama starring Ranbir

Kapoor is about turbulent
relationships. Directed by Sandeep
Reddy Vanga of Kabir Singh fame,
the film has Anil Kapoor and Bobby
Deol in supporting roles and has
Rashmika Mandanna as the female
lead.

Tiger 3
Out of the two festival releases of
Salman Khan, the third installment
of the Tiger franchise directed by
Maneesh Sharma seems more
compelling. Written by Aditya
Chopra, Neelesh Misra and Shridhar
Raghavan, the spy thriller will see
Salman once again with Katrina Kaif
while Emraan Hashmi is the new
entry to the den.

Sam Bahadur
Meghna Gulzar is back to tell the tale
of one of the most revered but
little-known figures of modern India.
The film follows the life and times of
Sam Manekshaw, the Chief of Army
Staff who was the architect of India’s
rousing victory over Pakistan in 1971.
Starring the talented Vicky Kaushal
in the lead, the film also has Sanya
Malhotra and Fatima Sana Shaikh in
important roles.

Dunki
More than two decades after Shah
Rukh Khan said no to Munnabhai
MBBS, he joins hands with
filmmaker Rajkumar Hirani. Both are
known for their quirky sense of
humour. Said to be about the illegal
‘donkey flights’ that Indians take to
immigrate to the US via Canada, the
film is co-produced by Khan which
means that Hirani is working outside
the banner of producer Vidhu Vinod
Chopra. In another first, Khan is
paired with Taapsee Pannu. 

Anuj Kumar
anuj.kumar@thehindu.co.in
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COVID-permitting, 2023 is going
to be an exciting year for the Hindi

film industry with big names
returning to the turnstiles

2023:
Through the
crystal ball

ALSO IN THE FRAY

The Archies
Zoya Akhtar promises to transport the younger generation to
the magical town of Riverdale with the Indian adaptation of the
popular comic. Set in the Anglo-Indian community, the 
Netflix musical drama will see a new generation of actors from
film families, including Amitabh Bachchan’s grandson Agastya
Nanda, Shah Rukh Khan’s daughter Suhana Khan and
Sridevi’s daughter Khushi Kapoor, making their debut. 

Jee Le Zaraa
Masters of filming road trips with rich, urban metrosexual
youths, siblings Farhan and Zoya Akhtar and their long-time

collaborator Reema Kagti return with yet another cinematic
journey that celebrates friendship with three dynamic girls
played by Priyanka Chopra Jonas, Alia Bhatt, and Katrina
Kaif.
Laapataa Ladies
Director Kiran Rao has filmed the mess that is created 
after two brides go missing from a running train in 
rural India.

Y

Coming soon (Clockwise from right) Stills from Maidaan, Kisi Ka Bhai, Kisi
Ka Jaan, Pathaan and The Archies. SPECIAL ARRANGEMENT

Floored 
by a carpet

W
hen the Grand
Mosque of
Nur-Sultan was

formally inaugurated in August
2022, in Astana, the capital of
Kazakhstan, the 68,060 square
feet place of worship built on a
25-acre space garnered
superlatives in quick succession.

Besides its huge layout that
can accommodate over
2,00,000 worshippers, making
it Central Asia’s biggest mosque,
its chandelier in the main
haram section is said to be the
largest in the world. 

Among the most notable of
its furnishings however, is a
contender for the title of the

world’s largest handmade
carpet, measuring 12,000 sq m,
manufactured and installed by
Indian luxury carpet-maker,
Hands.

The huge rug involved the
skills of over 1,000 weavers
from Hands’ production unit in
Bhadohi, Uttar Pradesh, who
worked over a period of six
months from January 2021 with
80 tonnes of New Zealand wool
spun and dyed in 12 colours, to
match the aquamarine theme of

the mosque. “It is a big
achievement for the Indian
handmade carpet industry.
Hand-crafted, a project of this
magnitude is unprecedented (in
this sector),” says Ravi Patodia,
managing director, Patodia
Contract, the parent company
of Hands, over a video call from
Bhadohi. 

The history of Hands dates
back to 1881, when A Tellery
discovered a gifted weaving
community in Bhadohi, near
Varanasi, and pioneered the
trend of fine, handmade
carpets. 

The Nur-Sultan mosque
carpet has two stylised floral
and geometric components.
The centrepiece is a circle with
eight axes in the main
courtyard, while the secondary
pattern reflects the concept of
Jannat-ul-Firdauz (the garden of
Paradise).

“We had a large medallion,
surrounded by four smaller
medallions, and then eight
pillar medallions. Getting this
on carpet was a challenge,” says
Pranay Patodia, director, Hands,
based out of Gurgaon. 

Pandemic project
Seven carpet technicians from
India and nine installation
experts from Dubai were in
charge of the final finishing and
laying of the carpet. Due to
pandemic-induced delays, it
was installed only in May 2022.

“Considering the perfection
that was required in the
execution combined with the
project’s size, we could leave
nothing to chance. Our team
attended to the minutest details
which made this outcome
possible,” says Pranay’s elder
brother, Apurva Patodia.

Nahla Nainar
nahla.nainar@thehindu.co.in

The rug involved the skills
of over 1,000 weavers
from Hands’ production
unit in Uttar Pradesh, who
worked over a period of six
months 

An Indian firm has crafted what is
thought to be the world’s largest

handmade carpet for the opulent Grand
Mosque of Nur-Sultan in Kazakhstan

X

A work of art A portion of the
handwoven carpet made by Hands at
the Grand Mosque of Nur-Sultan in
Astana, Kazakhstan. SPECIAL

ARRANGEMENT

STEPOUT
!

Artistic forays

The Olive Expressions presents Srjana ‘22, an exhibition featuring the
work of artists and Army wives Monika Saroch, Shinei Sharma, Anisha
Kotibhaskar, Laishram Jenny, Vaishali Singh, Neelima Dayal and
Namita Minotra. The artists explore themes such as stone idols, the
horse, and Indian markets, besides others. 
At Gallery No 3, Lalit Kala Akademi, Rabindra Bhavan, Copernicus
Marg, Mandi House. December 30; 11am to 7pm Entry free



THE HINDU 

6 Friday, December 30, 2022
DelhiStates

CM
YK

M ND-NDE

L
eader of the Opposi-
tion Bhupinder
Singh Hooda on

Thursday demanded a
White Paper from the BJP-
JJP government on the
debt situation in Haryana. 

The demand comes a
day after Haryana Chief
Minister Manohar Lal took
a dig at Mr. Hooda and ac-
cused him of making
wrong statements about
Haryana having a high
debt. 

“The government has
loans of ₹3,25,000 crore
and liabilities of ₹1,22,000
crore. The situation has
reached a point where the
government is taking loans
even to pay salaries to the
employees. Due to this,
there is a delay in paying

salaries many times,” said
Mr. Hooda, adding that the
debt burden on the State is
continuously increasing,
and the ruling government
has pushed Haryana into a
debt trap.

CM’s statement
The Chief Minister on
Wednesday stated that the
statement of Mr. Hooda in-
side the State Assembly

surrounding debt figures
was beyond facts. 

Mr. Lal said that citing
the 2021-22 report of the
Comptroller and Auditor-
General (CAG), the Leader
of Opposition pointed out
that the State has a debt of
more than ₹4,15,000
crore. 

However, in reality the
amount of debt on Harya-
na in 2021-22 has been
shown at ₹2,39,000 crore
in the CAG report.

“A debt of ₹2,27,697
crore is recorded in the ac-
count books of the Harya-
na government. If the dif-
ference of this amount is
also taken out, then only a
difference of ₹12,000 crore
is visible; but the State
does not have a debt of
₹4,15,000 crore in any res-
pect,” he said. 

He added that the

State’s debt position
should always be disclosed
correctly and the facts
placed before the House
should be correct.

Mr. Lal added that
State’s economic condi-
tion was better than other
States. 

“During the COVID pe-
riod, the Central govern-
ment had fixed the loan li-
mit to 4%, while the
Haryana government has
managed to maintain this
limit up to 2.99%. As per
the norms of the Central
government during the
COVID period, we could
have taken ₹40,661 crore,
while we took a loan of
₹30,000 crore. While a
loan of ₹40,870 crore
could have been taken
during 2021-22, we have ta-
ken only ₹30,500 crore,”
said Mr. Lal.

Haryana govt. should
issue White Paper on
debt situation: Hooda 

Bhupinder Singh Hooda 

The demand comes a day after Haryana Chief Minister Manohar Lal criticised the Leader of
Opposition and accused him of making wrong statements about the State’s debt position

The Hindu Bureau
CHANDIGARH

Environment Minister Si-
va.V. Meyyanathan on
Thursday said mixing of
faeces (by unidentified cul-
prits) in an overhead tank
supplying drinking water
to Adi Dravidar families at
Vengaivayal village in Pu-
dukottai district recently
was an “inhuman act “,
and was strongly
condemnable.

The Pudukottai district
police had launched an in-
vestigation to identify the
culprits behind the “con-
demnable act”. The Supe-
rintendent of Police, Pudu-
kottai, would take
appropriate action against
whoever had done it, Mr.
Meyyanathan told repor-
ters at the village. 

The Minister said due
action would be taken and

that the Collector, police
and other officials had in-
spected the village once
the incident came to light.
He assured the villagers of
a new water tank. Works
[for the construction of the
new tank] would begin in a
couple of days, and be
completed in 20 days. 

When asked about the
kind of action that could be
taken to prevent such inci-
dents from happening, Mr.
Meyyanathan said people’s
mindset had to change. If
every person respects oth-
ers and acts in a humane
manner, such types of inci-
dents would never hap-
pen, he further added. 

T.N. Minister condemns
‘inhuman act’ of mixing
faeces in water tank 

The Pudukottai
district police had
launched an
investigation to
identify the culprits. 

The Hindu Bureau
PUDUKOTTAI

Whitewashed

A vehicle moves along Mughal road covered in snow in south Kashmir’s Shopian district on Thursday.
NISSAR AHMAD

Defending the induction
of his son Udhayanidhi
Stalin into the State Cabi-
net, Chief Minister M.K.
Stalin asserted on Thurs-
day that the former would
prove critics wrong
through his actions. 

Referring to the criti-
cisms over Mr. Udhayanid-
hi, MLA of Chepauk-Thiru-
vallikeni, being made a
Minister, Mr. Stalin said it
was only bound to hap-
pen. “A similar situation
arose when Mr. Udhaya-
nidhi became an MLA in
2021. However, he si-
lenced the critics by work-
ing hard to fulfil people’s
expectations,” he said, ad-
ding that Mr. Udhayanidhi

had been allocated impor-
tant portfolios including
Special Programmes Im-
plementation, Women De-
velopment and Poverty Al-
leviation to “raise the
standards of living of the
poor and marginalised
sections”. 

“I am certain that Mr.
Udhayanidhi will work
hard to fulfil the promises.

As a Chief Minister, I ex-
pect him to rise up to the
occasion,” Mr. Stalin said
at a government function
to present Manimekalai
awards to the best per-
forming members of self-
help groups (SHGs) in
Tiruchi.

Recalling his own role
in the development of
SHGs as a Minister and De-
puty Chief Minister bet-
ween 2006 and 2011, Mr.
Stalin said Mr. Udhayanid-
hi had been given the res-
ponsibility of women’s de-
velopment, for according
a thrust for the uplift of
SHGs across the State. All
their problems have now
been set right, he said, ad-
ding that all possible steps
would be taken to improve
the functioning of SHGs. 

Udhayanidhi will prove critics
wrong as Minister, asserts Stalin 

C. Jaisankar
TIRUCHI

T.N. CM M.K. Stalin and Minister
Udhayanidhi Stalin at a
function in Tiruchi. M. MOORTHY 

Expressing concern over
the impact of the deaths of
two Russian tourists in the
Rayagada district, the Hotel
and Restaurant Association
of Odisha has written to
Chief Minister Naveen Pat-
naik urging him to ensure a
proper investigation.

In a letter to the Chief Mi-

nister, the association said
that a strong action plan
should be chalked out for
the safety and security of
visitors, especially foreign
tourists, coming to the
State during the Hockey
Men’s World Cup, which
begins on January 13.

HARO Chairman J.K. Mo-
hanty said the incident is
likely to slow down the ar-
rival of foreign tourists. 

Hoteliers write to CM
over death of Russians
Press Trust of India
BHUBANESWAR

A day after four terrorists
were killed in an encounter
here, police on Thursday
launched search operations
in several areas, including
at the general bus stand and

railway station, to trace the
truck driver who fled from
the spot before the gunfight
started.

The encounter broke out
between the terrorists and
security forces after a truck
loaded with husk was inter-
cepted near Tawi Bridge

along the Jammu-Srinagar
NH on Wednesday morning

Special Operations
Group of the J&K Police cor-
doned Bajalta forest and
carried out a thorough
search operation, an officer
said, adding the operation
is still under way. 

Search intensified to trace driver who
escaped before encounter in Jammu
Press Trust of India
JAMMU

Haryana Sports Minister
Sandeep Singh courted con-
troversy after a junior wo-
men athlete coach accused
him of sexual misconduct,
on Thursday. The Minister,
however, dismissed the alle-
gation as false and baseless
and called for an indepen-
dent investigation.

The woman alleged that
Mr. Singh had been trying
to contact her recently and
insisted on meeting. Talking
to reporters at the Indian
National Lok Dal office, she
said her national games cer-
tificate was misplaced by
the federation and she had
taken up the issue with the
authorities.

“... He had asked me to
visit his residence. On Wed-
nesday, when I went to
meet the Minister at his offi-
cial residence here, he in-
dulged in sexual miscon-
duct. He took me to one
side in a cabin, where he
placed his hand on my foot,
saying you keep me happy
and I will keep you hap-
py...,” she alleged.

Minister in
soup over
sexual abuse
allegation 

The Hindu Bureau
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lainclothes officers
of the National In-
vestigation Agency

(NIA), the country’s prime
anti-terrorist unit, fanned
out across seven districts
in Kerala early on Thurs-
day to mount surprise
raids on at least 56 premis-
es associated with second-
rung leaders of the recent-
ly proscribed Popular
Front of India (PFI). 

The pre-dawn raids pri-
marily targeted suspected
PFI operatives in Thiruva-
nanthapuram, Kollam,
Pathanamthitta, Kottayam,

Alappuzha, Ernakulam,
Thrissur, Palakkad, Malap-
puram, Kozhikode, Kan-
nur and Wayanad. The
State police provided pe-
rimeter security. 

An NIA release said the
searches singled out PFI of-
fice-bearers, cadres, mem-

bers and affiliates. The
agency said the PFI justi-
fied criminal force and en-
couraged impressionable
youth to join terrorist or-
ganisations. 

The outfit trained “vul-
nerable” youth to use
knives, daggers, swords

and other weapons to com-
mit and violent acts.

The NIA searched the
premises of seven State ex-
ecutive members, seven
zonal heads and 15 physi-
cal and martial art training
instructors. The investiga-
tors recovered “sharp-
edged weapons, incrimi-
nating material and digital
devices”. 

The raids were also
aimed at preventing the
PFI from reviving its activi-
ties under new guises.

In a court filing last
month, the NIA claimed it
had uncovered a PFI plot
to eliminate leaders of a
rival outfit. 

NIA mounts surprise raids
on PFI affiliates, leaders

A file photo of the Kerala headquarters of the PFI in Kozhikode.

The anti-terrorist unit conducted searches across seven districts in Kerala; at least 56 premises
associated with second-rung leaders of the recently proscribed organisation were searched

The Hindu Bureau
THIRUVANANTHAPURAM

Four Air Force aircraft —
Sukhoi and Tejas combat
jets and one AN-32 tran-
sport aircraft — on Thurs-
day flew at a height of
about 5 metres on the 4.1-
km emergency landing
runway (ELR) on the Na-
tional Highway 16 at Pichu-
kalagudipadu village in Ba-
patla district of Andhra
Pradesh. However, the air-
craft did not land on the
highway.

As part of strengthening
the strategic security of the
country, the Indian Air
Force (IAF) conducted the
trial run, which was suc-

cessful. Initially, the IAF
authorities had planned to
fly the fighter jets at an alti-
tude of around 100 metres,
but while they were con-
ducting the emergency
drill, they tested the air-
craft at a height of around
five metres or less.

“Two Sukhoi Su-30
fighter aircraft, two indige-
nously developed light
combat aircraft (LCA) Tejas
and another transport
plane AN-32 flew on the
newly developed ELR,” Air
Commodore V.M. Reddy of
the Southern Air Com-
mand said. 

The trial flight began at
11 a.m. and ended by 11.40
a.m. First in the sequence

of aircraft, the AN-32 flew
over the runway at a height
of about 5 metres, followed
by a twin Su-30 and a cou-

ple of Tejas fighter jets.
During their first round of
visit, both Su-30 and Tejas
came as twins. After pass-

gency facility in the south-
ern peninsula. 

There were other two in
operation — one each in Ut-
tar Pradesh and Rajasthan.
The government had
planned around 20 ELR fa-
cilities across the country,
which would come up in
course of time, he said.
Two more would come up
in Tamil Nadu.

Reacting to a question
on a similar facility being
developed in Prakasam
district, Mr. Reddy said
those stretches had curves
more than the acceptable
limits. He said the aircraft
needed at least 3 km length
and 30 metres width of
runway without a curve. 

ing through the ELR in
their first run, they peeled
into two, separated them-
selves and again flew over
the target.

Mr. Reddy said the Tejas
and the transport plane
came from the Sulur Air
Force Station, near Coim-
batore, while the LCAs flew
in from the Thanjavur sta-
tion. The entire trial run
was conducted by the
Southern Air Command
(SAC) with its headquarters
at Thiruvananthapuram.
This ELR facility falls un-
der the area of responsibil-
ity of the SAC.

Mr. Reddy said the Ba-
patla ELR was going to be
the first-of-its-kind emer-

Emergency landing runway facility tested successfully
Sambasiva Rao M.
BAPATLA

Trial flight: An Indian Air Force transport plane flying over the
emergency landing facility on NH-16. T. VIJAYA KUMAR

The Nellore police have re-
gistered a first information
report (FIR) with regard to
the stampede during Telu-
gu Desam Party (TDP) su-
premo Chandrababu Nai-
du’s roadshow in
Kandukur, Andhra Pra-
desh, on Wednesday. 

The police filed the case
under Section 174 at the
Kandukur station. The
names of the accused
would be included in the
FIR after investigation.

While seven people died
in the stampede, many sus-
tained injuries. The police
are investigating the rea-
sons and persons responsi-
ble for the stampede that

took place when Mr. Naidu
arrived at Kandukur on
Wednesday. He was ex-
pected to address a meet-
ing in town as a part of his
‘Idemi Kharma’ campaign. 

Mr. Naidu cancelled the
meeting and the roadshow
and visited the local hospi-
tal to express solidarity
with families of the vic-
tims. He announced ₹10
lakh ex gratia for families
of each victim.

According to informa-
tion, during the roadshow,
a few people fell into a sew-
age canal. 

Three people died on
the spot due to suffocation,
two died while being taken
to hospital and two more
died while undergoing
treatment.

Police register FIR
in Andhra Pradesh
stampede case 
The Hindu Bureau
VIJAYAWADA

Year-end rush

Good turnout: Tourism destinations in Kerala are witnessing a heavy rush during the peak season of Christmas-New Year. A scene at the
Eravikulam National Park in Munnar, which has been witnessing a record number of tourists this season. SPECIAL ARRANGEMENT

A 58-year-old tourist from
Telangana drowned after a
houseboat sank at the Kan-
nitta boat jetty at Pallathu-
ruthy in Kerala’s Alappuz-
ha on Thursday. The
deceased was identified as
Ramachandra Reddy from
Kamareddy district. 

Four others on the ves-
sel were rescued. 

According to the Alap-
puzha South police, the ac-
cident happened around 4
a.m. The boat named
White Orchid, belonging to
Melton of Vattavayal, was
anchored at the time.
“Reddy, along with his son,
a friend and their driver,
boarded the houseboat on
Wednesday evening and
stayed overnight. It is very
likely the water entered the

vessel after a wooden
plank on its hull got dis-
lodged,” said an official.

Both the Ports Depart-
ment, the licensing author-
ity, and the Tourism Police
confirmed that the craft
was not licensed to oper-
ate. “The boat was operat-
ing without mandatory

certificates. Its registration
expired on March 12,
2013,” said a Ports Depart-
ment official on condition
of anonymity. 

Operators were warned
The Tourism Police had is-
sued a warning to the oper-
ators of the stricken boat

earlier this month. “When
we checked the boat on
December 7, we found it
unfit for operation. The op-
erators told us the vessel
was scheduled to undergo
dry-docking on December
8. Instead of conducting
maintenance, the vessel
was shifted from the Pun-
namada Finishing Point to
some other place and con-
tinued to operate in viola-
tion of the rules,” said Tou-
rism sub-inspector P.
Jayaram.

District Collector V.R.
Krishna Teja has ordered a
probe into the accident.
Mr. Teja directed the Ports,
Police and Fire and Rescue
Services Departments to
carry out inspections on
houseboats and other ves-
sels. The police have regis-
tered a case against the
owner of the boat.

Telangana man drowns as unlicensed
houseboat sinks at jetty in Alappuzha 
The Hindu Bureau
ALAPPUZHA

Accident zone: The houseboat that sank at Pallathuruthy in
Alappuzha on Thursday. SPECIAL ARRANGEMENT

President Droupadi Mur-
mu advocated the develop-
ment of a more flexible,
holistic, and multi-disci-
plinary education system
so that it could bring out
more creativity and en-
hance the learning capabil-
ities of students.

Addressing the students
and faculty of G. Naraya-
namma Institute of Tech-
nology and Science
(GNITS) as part of its silver
jubilee celebrations at
Shaikpet in Hyderabad on
Thursday, she asked the
girl students to go for more
research and development

activities during their pur-
suit of education. She sug-
gested the students work
on new technologies that
are people-oriented and
environment-friendly to
make the planet safe and
sustainable.

Stating that the New
Education Policy, 2020,
was based on four pillars of
access, equity, quality, and
accountability, the Presi-
dent said technology in to-
day’s world has diverse di-
mensions serving different
needs in different fields.
She asked the students to
come out with innovative
technologies that help the
disadvantaged sections as
they need special support.

President calls for
holistic learning to
enhance creativity
The Hindu Bureau
HYDERABAD

The Centre on Thursday
accepted the detailed pro-
ject reports (DPRs) for im-
plementation of the de-
cades-old Kalasa-Banduri
drinking water project in
the inter-State Mahadayi
river basin. This comes
months ahead of the Kar-
nataka Assembly election
in 2023 and hours before
Union Home Minister Amit
Shah’s arrival in the State
to attend a slew of pro-
grammes and poll-related
meetings.

While the Central Water
Commission (CWC) has ap-
proved the DPRs, the im-

plementation is now sub-
ject to other mandatory
approvals, including forest
clearances and the final
judgment of the Supreme
Court.

BJP’s poll promise
The demand for this pro-
ject had led to massive
protests by farmers and
was one of the poll promis-
es of the BJP in 2018.

This approval of hydrol-
ogy and inter-State as-
pects, as per the guidelines
of CWC, is subject to the
decision of the Supreme
Court on special leave peti-
tions of riparian States —
Maharashtra, Karnataka
and Goa. 

Kalasa-Banduri
drinking water project
gets Centre’s nod
The Hindu Bureau
BENGALURU

Former Chief Minister
Uddhav Thackeray on
Thursday lashed out at the
Chief Minister Eknath
Shinde-led Balasahebanchi
Shiv Sena, saying that they
would next stake claim to
the Rashtriya Swayamse-
vak Sangh (RSS) office in
Nagpur in the same way in
which they were trying to
“steal” the Sena’s office in
the Brihanmumbai Munici-
pal Corporation (BMC). 

Slogans raised
Tension prevailed Wednes-
day evening after Shinde
faction members, includ-
ing North Central Mumbai
MP Rahul Shewale, former
BMC Standing Committee
chairman Yashwant Jadhav
and former corporator
Sheetal Mhatre, entered
the party office and report-
edly got into an altercation
with some corporators of
the Thackeray group who
objected to their presence.
After much sloganeering
by both factions, the police
cleared leaders belonging
to both the Sena camps
from the BMC premises. 

Speaking in Nagpur on
Thursday, Mr. Thackeray
hit out against the “charac-
ter” of the Shinde faction.

“They [Shinde and the
BJP] first stole our leaders
[MLAs and MPs], they stole
the party, and now they
are trying to steal our party
office [in BMC]. There is a
feeling in people’s minds
that is this how this govern-
ment [Shinde-Fadnavis go-
vernment] thrives? People
who do not have the guts

to do anything keep steal-
ing offices. Today I heard
that he [Mr. Shinde] went
to the RSS office in Nagpur.
The RSS better stay alert
lest he stakes claim on
their office as well,” said
Mr. Thackeray, whose MVA
government was toppled
after Mr. Shinde’s intra-
party revolt which split the
Sena.

Following Wednesday’s
incident, Mumbai civic bo-
dy Commissioner I.S. Cha-
hal on Thursday sealed-off
the offices of all political
parties, leading to protests
from the BJP and the Con-
gress. 

Infiltrators, says Raut
Meanwhile, Uddhav camp
loyalist and MP Sanjay Raut
dubbed the Shinde fac-
tion’s leaders as “infiltra-
tors”, while warning them
against attempting a simi-
lar move to “take over” the
Sena Bhavan located in
Mumbai’s Dadar area.

He stressed that all 96
corporators of the Shiv Se-
na in the BMC stood firmly
behind Uddhav’s faction.

The edgy rhetoric of the
latest face-off between the
rival factions underscores
the tensions in the run-up
to the high-stakes BMC
poll, whose date has yet to
be announced.

The cash-rich BMC has
been the power-base of the
Thackeray clan for over
two decades now. 

Shinde faction may
stake claim to RSS
office too: Uddhav 

People who do not
have the guts to do
anything keep
stealing offices, says
Uddhav Thackeray 

Shoumojit Banerjee
PUNE

Progressive women’s
groups and social organisa-
tions have formed a forum
named “Muslim Women
for Gender Justice” to take
forward their fight seeking
equal inheritance rights for
Muslim women. 

This follows the Kerala
government’s reported de-
cision to abide by the Sha-
riat in all aspects of the
Muslim Personal Law, es-
pecially on the law of
inheritance.

The new forum is plan-
ning to conduct a signature
campaign and send memo-
randums to the Chief Jus-
tice of India, the Prime Mi-

nister, and heads of
national rights panels. 

The government move is
against the backdrop of the
Supreme Court recently
asking it to submit an affi-
davit in a Special Leave Pe-
tition filed by the Khuran
Sunnath Society and others
challenging a Kerala High
Court order that dismissed
their plea to declare that
the practice followed by
the Muslim community on
women’s inheritance vio-
lated constitutional princi-
ples. NISA, a Kozhikode-
based progressive Muslim
women’s forum, had im-
pleaded itself in the peti-
tion. The case is coming up
for hearing on January 20. 

According to functionar-

ies of NISA, women suffer
the most due to the Muslim
Personal Law, which is dis-
criminatory in nature. A
Muslim widow will get only
one-eighth portion of
rights on her dead hus-
band’s property. If a couple
dies during the lifetime of
their parents, their chil-
dren will not have any right
to the property of their
grandparents. 

Also when the proper-
ties are getting partitioned,
women get only half the

rights of men. Such cus-
toms evolved during the
6th century AD.

Pointing out that the so-
cial situation has complete-
ly changed now, the NISA
functionaries say that the
personal laws should be
changed accordingly. They
claim that the laws in many
Islamic countries have
been changed. 

The NISA functionaries
claim that the government,
however, called a meeting
of male representatives of
Muslim religious organisa-
tions and concurred with
their view that neither the
State nor the judiciary had
the right to interfere in the
Shariat and the Muslim Per-
sonal Law.

New forum to take forward fight for
Muslim women’s inheritance rights 
The Hindu Bureau
KOZHIKODE

Move follows Kerala’s
decision to abide by
the Shariat in all
aspects of the Muslim
Personal Law
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Corrections & Clarifications
In an Editorial page article, “India must build awareness on population
control” (December 29, 2022), the references to Total Fertility Rate (TFR)
were as a percentage. TFR is expressed as a number. The numbers in the
article are correct and the percentage sign should have been dropped.

The Readers’ Editor’s office can be contacted by Telephone:
+91-44-28418297/28576300; E-mail:readerseditor@thehindu.co.in

T
he RBI’s ‘Report on Trend and Progress
of Banking in India’, paints a picture of
credit growth having rebounded smartly,

with the consolidated balance sheets of Indian
commercial banks showing double-digit expan-
sion after a seven-year gap. While at first flush
this would be reason for cheer, this growth came
on the back of the pandemic-hit year, when eco-
nomic activity including demand for loans was
depressed. However, credit momentum seems to
be sustaining in the current fiscal year too with
loan growth logging a decade high in the first
half. And in the fortnight to December 2, credit
expanded 17.5% from a year earlier. Still, disap-
pointingly, deposit growth lagged behind, in-
creasing by only 9.9% in the period. With retail
inflation and concerns about price stability erod-
ing savers’ real returns as well as confidence to
save, banks have found themselves needing to re-
double efforts to shore up deposits to help fund
credit demand. Lenders would want to avoid
finding themselves relatively short of lower-cost
capital to lend, especially when the economy is
facing the headwinds of a global slowdown.

With the quickening of credit growth, the RBI
also urged banks to guard against loan slippages.
Bank balance sheets have become healthier over
the past few years thanks to the central bank’s as-
set quality reviews, mandates for stressed assets
recognition and write-offs by commercial banks,
as well as loan recoveries under the Insolvency
and Bankruptcy Code. The bank’s caution is salu-
tary as the sector cannot afford to take its eye off
the bad-loans status, especially after gross non-
performing assets (NPAs) — which impinge on
banks’ ability to lend — saw a decline from the
“peak in 2017-18” to 5% in September 2022.
Banks’ due diligence on borrowers and solid cre-
dit appraisal will help keep NPAs under control
even while credit growth helps fund capital ex-
penditure (capex). The Chief Economic Adviser
had noted this month that private capex had
touched ₹3 lakh crore in the first half of the year
and if the same pace were maintained, full-year
figures would be the highest in the last few years.
Worryingly, he had also hinted that government
capex need not continue to maintain the pace so
as to allow private players the space to borrow
and invest. However, even given the constraints
of fiscal discipline, the Government should keep
the tempo up on capex as it may take a while for
private capex growth to find consistency. With in-
dustrial production still on a bumpy ride, having
contracted in two of the seven months, policy-
makers must ensure credit flow and all-round
capital spending stay supportive.

Credit challenges 
Credit flow and all-round capital
spending must stay supportive 

T
he conviction of former Maldivian Presi-
dent Abdulla Yameen by a criminal court
in the Maldives just a year ahead of gener-

al elections could affect his plans to lead the PPM-
PNC opposition alliance. He faces 11 years in pri-
son and a $5 million fine after being found guilty
of corruption and money laundering links to a
company he was accused of taking kickbacks
from, during his tenure as President (2013-2018).
The Maldives Constitution disqualifies any candi-
date convicted of criminal charges and sentenced
to a term of more than a year unless they are later
acquitted or a three-year period has elapsed
since their release. In a sense, history has now
come full circle for Mr. Yameen, as he had pur-
sued cases against his predecessor Mohamed
Nasheed and ensured that he would step down in
favour of his party colleague Ibu Solih ahead of
the last election. The conviction was his second
in three cases. Mr. Yameen has had a rough rela-
tionship with India during his presidential term
after he declared an emergency in the island
state. As opposition leader he has spearheaded
the “India Out” campaign, and has been unre-
pentant despite the latest verdict, trying to link
his incarceration to pressure from India. 

Given the inimical relationship, as well as Mr.
Yameen’s past close links with China, there may
be some relief in South Block over the possibility
of Mr. Yameen’s disqualification. However, the
Government needs to tread carefully when it
comes to the domestic politics roiling its close
maritime neighbour. India’s infrastructure aid,
credit lines, loans and commissioning of various
projects (Greater Male Connectivity Project, Ha-
nimaadhoo airport, Hulhumale cricket stadium,
Gulhifalhu port) have meant high visibility. In ad-
dition, close ties and high-level military exchang-
es since 2018 have raised speculation that India is
eyeing a base. Even as the Solih government has
been prompt in countering Mr. Yameen’s allega-
tions, condemning the “India Out” campaign,
and arresting a senior opposition leader for
threatening violence against the Indian High
Commission, the protests have gained some trac-
tion in parts of the country. While Mr. Yameen
may not be allowed to run in the next election,
this might make space for even more radical ele-
ments in the opposition combine. New Delhi
must keep a close watch on other parts of Maldi-
vian politics, including the rift between India’s
closest friends there, President Solih and former
President Nasheed, who is threatening to split the
ruling Maldivian Democratic Party. Despite hav-
ing obvious favourites in the polity, New Delhi
must actively project the image of the friendly
and helpful neighbour without explicitly seeking
to sway next year’s election in any direction.

Friendly neighbours
India must boost ties with Maldives
without taking sides in its politics  

T
he meaning of representation in any
representative-democracy is
necessarily a contested concept; a
productive force which shapes and

reshapes the structure of political competition.
Given our historical context, the representation
of Muslims has become even more of a lightning
rod for present-day political divides, especially
since the ascendance of the Bharatiya Janata
Party (BJP) to the position of national dominance.

Much editorial ink has been spilled on the
refusal of the BJP to provide even tokenistic
political representation to the Muslim minority.
But an interesting facet is the adaptation made by
the non-BJP Opposition parties, over the last
decade, on the political question of
representation of Muslims. This adaptation was
partly a response to the BJP-dominant system;
but it was also a response to long-term structural
changes in Indian politics.

To chart this evolution, we shall make use of
three dimensions of political representation
(descriptive representation, symbolic
representation, and substantive representation),
borrowing from Hanna F. Pitkin’s seminal
treatise, The Concept of Representation (1967). At
its basics, descriptive representation means the
degree to which the representatives resemble the
people they claim to represent, such as the
social/cultural identity of the representatives.
Symbolic representation denotes the ways by
which the representative “stands for” the
represented — through speech, actions and
symbolic gestures. And, substantive
representation means the ways in which the
representative serves the interest of the
represented, such as by advancing the political
agenda or policy preferences of the represented.

The example of Uttar Pradesh
In Uttar Pradesh, for instance, the
accommodation of the significant Muslim
minority (nearly a fifth of the State) had been
done by the previous Congress and Samajwadi
Party (SP) regimes by providing them a mix of
descriptive and symbolic representation. While
the descriptive representation of Muslims (such
as the proportion of Muslim MLAs and Ministers)
in the Congress period of dominance often lagged
behind its population share, the Congress also
offered symbolic representation: “standing for”
the protection of a package of ‘Muslim issues’.
These ‘Muslim issues’ (mostly cultural issues such
as Urdu, Uniform Civil Code (UCC), Aligarh
Muslim University (AMU), and later Babri Masjid)
symbolised a compact between the Congress elite
and a politicised religious leadership, skilfully
constructed as a “stand-in” for the entire
community.

Later, the SP tweaked the terms of the bargain

and became the favoured party of Muslim voters,
although one hastens to add that the so-called
‘Muslim vote’ continued to be split three-ways
(between the SP, the Bahujan Samaj Party and
Congress), with a single party rarely cornering
more than half of all Muslim votes. The SP
strategy had three components. One, there was
an increase in rhetorical emphasis given to the
role of “protecting” the package of Muslim issues,
driving a contrast with the Congress which was
hemmed in by the breach of its upper-caste vote
bank from an ascendant BJP. Two, the role of
“protector of minorities” was intensely
personalised into the benevolent-strongman
image of the party leader, played by Mulayam
Singh Yadav in U.P. and Lalu Prasad Yadav in
neighbouring Bihar. And three, while the Muslim
legislators were supposed to play only a
rubber-stamp role, a State-wide Muslim party
face was constructed to periodically give vent to
‘Muslim angst’ and reinforce the protector role of
the party leader. This role was played by leaders
such Azam Khan of the SP in U.P. and
Mohammed Ashraf Fatmi of the Rashtriya Janata
Dal in Bihar.

But the big change brought on by the BJP
dominant period is that the kind of “symbolic
representation” practised by the SP and the RJD
has now ceased to be part of a viable strategy of
accommodating Muslims. The three
aforementioned components of symbolic
representation have been hollowed out in
practice. One, the SP and the RJD have been
studiedly silent in their rhetorical response to the
BJP’s policies relating to cultural concerns of
minorities (UCC, madrasas, AMU, Babri Masjid,
etc). Two, Akhilesh Yadav and Tejaswi Yadav have
self-consciously shirked away from the role of
“protector” of minorities. And three, Akhilesh
Yadav has adopted a markedly indifferent attitude
towards the systematic destruction of the political
career of Azam Khan by the ruling BJP, even as
Tejaswi Yadav has pushed out Ashraf Fatmi from
the RJD. The pitch that parties such as SP and RJD
(as well as the Trinamool Congress) are now
offering to Muslim voters is centred on a very
narrow conception of security and a vague
promise of “development for everyone”, crucially
supplemented with the narrative that they are the
only alternative to the BJP. It has worked so far. it
has worked so far. All the three parties cornered
upwards of three-quarters of the Muslim vote (an
unprecedented figure), according to surveys, in
their last Assembly elections, respectively. But the
long-term viability of this strategy also remains
uncertain.

In Tamil Nadu
In Tamil Nadu and Kerala, a shared element has
been the centrality given to substantive

representation in their (otherwise substantially
different) pathways of Muslim accommodation.
Even as the Dravida Munnetra Kazhagam (DMK)
allied with the Indian Union Muslim League
(IUML) in an earlier period of expansion,
outbidding the Congress in symbolic terms, they
quickly expanded their own political
constituency among Muslims and consequently
marginalised the IUML. They did so by, partly,
appealing to the shared Tamil heritage and the
participation of Muslims in the Dravidian
movement, and, partly, by accommodating
Muslims in the backward paradigm. This involved
an early inclusion of Dalit Muslims and Christians
in the existing backward reservations, as well as
the later extension of a separate reservation block
towards Muslims. The poorer Muslims left out of
the welfare net, particularly in southern Tamil
Nadu, were taken up by the paternalistic
pro-poor populism of the All India Anna Dravida
Munetra Kazahgam (AIADMK). The incidence of
poverty among Muslims in rural Tamil Nadu,
reduced from 37% in 1993 to 1% in 2011
(Kalaiyarasan).

However, the resurgence of parties such as the
IUML and Manithaneya Makkal Katchi in the DMK
coalition provides another complicating subplot.
In the last election, the DMK-Congress gave these
(Muslim communitarian) parties five tickets, to
some extent as symbolic point-scoring over the
AIADMK, which was allied to the BJP. The DMK
coalition did garner 69% of Muslim voters
(compared to 24% for the AIADMK), a significant
increase in the gap over previous elections. But
this partial outsourcing of the task of mobilising
Muslims — stemming to some extent from a
long-standing under-representation of Muslims in
party organisation — remains a risky political
manoeuvre.

And Kerala
In Kerala, the Left parties made significant gains
among Muslim voters (from 35% to 39% of
Muslim votes) on the back of pro-poor welfare
schemes. Left Chief Minister Pinarayi Vijayan
makes direct populist appeals to all communities
including Muslims (signalling such as personally
taking over the Minority Welfare Department),
even as his party attacks the Congress-IUML
coalition for encouraging minority
communalism. But the overarching feature of
Kerala’s minority accommodation remains
tethered to the theme of greater substantive
representation.

It remains an open question whether the
secular parties of North India can integrate the
productive elements of the more robust southern
model, promising “substantive representation” to
Muslims while fending off the BJP’s ‘attacks’ of
“minority appeasement”.

Changing features of Muslim representation in India 
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B
ank and cyber frauds in India are on the
rise. According to data by the Reserve
Bank of India, frauds have cost the

country an estimated ₹100 crore a day over the
last seven years. The frauds reported in 2021-22
were 23.69% higher than in the previous year
(9,103 cases reported compared to 7,359 in
2020-21), although there was a decline in the
amount involved. The main reasons for the rise in
fraud include greater use of digital payments,
telephone banking, and online banking services.
Growing fraud also means rising losses for
financial institutions and increasing cases for law
enforcement to solve.

An emerging technology
One way to reduce losses is by adopting Voice
Technology (VT), which encompasses voice
biometrics or voice/speech recognition
technology. The global adoption of smartphones
has led to a dramatic increase in biometrics for
security. However, these methods are
cumbersome, not entirely secure, and vulnerable
to deep fakes. With banks and establishments
looking for ways to reduce fraud and identity
theft risks, one of the best ways to do this is
through the use of voice biometrics.

An emerging technology, it uses the unique
characteristics of a person’s voice as
identification. The technology creates a digital
voiceprint and compares it to a caller’s voice.
Voice authentication can significantly improve
security over knowledge-based authentication
methods, which fraudsters have exploited to
scam people. Compared to other biometrics,
voice use is the cheapest technology, and does

not require a reader or special device. It is also
non-invasive, portable and affords remote
identification. Although banks have traditionally
relied on the use of passwords, passwords are the
weakest link in security (81% of hacking-related
breaches involve weak passwords). Unlike a
password, a customer’s voice is impossible to
spoof or copy, and is far more challenging to
hack. VT verifies a caller swiftly in seconds by
analysing the caller’s voice and flags suspicious
calls. VT allows privacy because it does not
require users to reveal personal information.

Voice biometrics can help financial institutions
to ensure higher levels of protection for
customers and employees. In February 2019,
HSBC became the first bank to take the
revolutionary leap in introducing voice
recognition for mobile banking customers —
telephone banking fraud cases fell by over 50%.
The voice biometrics industry is growing
exponentially now. Experts expect the market to
reach a market size of $3.9 billion by 2026, with a
compound annual growth rate of 22.8%.

Growing applications
VT is an essential tool for forensics and law
enforcement. By adopting VT, police in India can
stand to gain tremendously, especially with the
recent introduction of 5G. The police can
leverage voice to improve investigation efficiency,
identify criminals, track criminals, and better
respond to and prevent crimes.

Not surprisingly, voice is finding use from
criminal background checks to airport security.
Face recognition technology has a high error rate
and works best when the person is looking

directly at the camera. Voice has a much lower
error rate, and requires no eye contact. Besides,
in the context of fraud, the Government needs to
develop a mechanism for proper coordination
between financial institutions and the police to
investigate and prosecute fraudsters, as a fraud
deterrent, and to maintain an extensive database
of such criminals. VT has the advantage of
improving user experience, reducing call handle
times and call centre costs, besides ensuring
high-accuracy authentication in seconds. It also
has the ability to resist playback attacks. The
technology is sensitive enough to detect if
someone is impersonating the user or playing a
recording. It can identify even if the user has a
cold or a sore throat. On the downside, the
technology may not be 100% foolproof, may give
false positives, and has an accuracy between 90%
and 99%. But some recent systems which come
with voice analytics of gender and age
identification, claim 100% verification accuracy.

Voice could be an excellent tool for the
Government to disburse money for various
schemes and verify the proof of life of pensioners
from their homes.

Voice biometrics tech is making waves in the
world of fraud protection by providing an extra
layer of protection for data. Although the
technology is not yet perfect, the potential
benefits are significant. Once it is in place, user
establishments can reap the benefits from a
substantial reduction in fraud, making the
technology an essential feature in the security
toolkit of the future.

The views expressed are personal

Leveraging voice technology to combat cyber-fraud 
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COVID-19 alert
The policy of China now, to
relax the restrictions
imposed on its citizens, will
no doubt lead to a spike in
cases of the virus (‘World’
page, “China’s pivot in
COVID plan sparks jitters
worldwide”, December 29).
Travel from and to China
needs to be under strict
regulations and control. 
In India, governments, at
the Centre and States, have
to strictly enforce COVID-19
appropriate measures to
avoid lockdowns and other
harsh measures. As the
economy is reviving, it is
very essential to raise

undertaken by the
Mahatma and B.R.
Ambedkar to try and ensure
the rights of Dalits?
In this instance, in Tamil
Nadu, though the temple
has been sealed, the
question that nags me is
how unconcerned we still
are about Dalit rights.
Mani Natarajan,
Chennai

transparent manner.
Kondapi Raghubabu,
Ongole, Andhra Pradesh

Dalit rights
It is a shame that even 75
years after Independence,
Dalits, in some areas, are
still not permitted to enter
temples. Have we forgotten
the relentless and
unremitting efforts

believe in China’s peaceful
rise. This is a charm
offensive to be wary of.
Hemant Goyal,
Safidon, Jind, Haryana

It remains to be seen
whether China is able to
maintain cordial and sincere
relations with not only India
but also all other
neighbouring countries in a

disease and misery already. 
S. Kamat,
Alto Santa Cruz, Goa

Beijing’s new stance
The recent softening of
(diplomatic) stance by
China is surprising (“Ready
to work with India for
steady growth of ties:
China” December 26). This
seems to be more of a
tactical manoeuvre than a
strategic one, to buy time
for its long-term objectives
and try to induce fissures in
a coalition that seems to be
emerging in the Indo-Pacific
to counter China. Years ago,
the U.S. was made to

awareness among the
public to scrupulously
adhere to the appropriate
actions, especially in public
gatherings.
V.S.K. Pillai,
Vazhappally, Kottayam, Kerala

With China admitting that
there is a COVID-19 surge,
we are back to square one.
Even more worrying is the
plans of its citizens to travel
abroad — with a vengeance.
We cannot afford a
devastating repetition of
what happened during the
opening days of the
pandemic.
We have had enough
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Calcutta, Dec. 29: A new chapter was carved
in the history of the Indian Railways, when the
Prime Minister, Mrs. Indira Gandhi, laid the
foundation stone of the Rs. 140-crore 16.5 km
long Dum Dum-Tollygunge tube railway, first
such venture in India, in the Calcutta maidan
to-day. Wishing all the success for this project,
Mrs. Gandhi said that this tube railway would
not only usher in a new era, a new life “in this

great city but also for the whole of West
Bengal.” The Prime Minister said that Calcutta
which had been undergoing the ordeal of
traffic congestion, over-crowding in public
transport system, would be benefited by the
completion of this project. She said the
problem did not afflict Calcutta alone. All the
big cities in the world had their peculiar
problems. But there is no problem which
cannot be solved, she added. Paying tributes
to the “glorious” past of Calcutta and its
people for being the ‘pioneer’ in many
spheres of the country’s advancement, Mrs.
Gandhi urged them to bear with patience the
marginal troubles that might crop up when
work on the underground railway was started.

FIFTY YEARS AGO DECEMBER 30, 1972

PM lays foundation for
first tube railway London, Dec. 28: Recent criticism of the

Australian administration of Naura island in
the League of Nations’ commission is recalled
by a Reuter cable from Melbourne, which says
that all the chiefs of Nauru have signed a
memorandum stating that they are quite
satisfied with the present administration
which provides for greater freedom than
under the German rule. They declare they are
grateful to the League for placing them under
the protection of the great empire. 

A HUNDRED YEARS AGO DECEMBER 30, 1922

Nauru mandate 

C
olombo’s seafront is lit up. Fairy
lights, reindeer, and Christmas
trees dot the stretch that leads to

the Presidential Secretariat, the colonial-
era building that served as the Parliament
until the early 1980s. On the steps before
its 14 giant pillars, a choir sings popular
carols — an initiative of the military and
the tourism board — against multi-co-
loured beams projected on the brown-
stone facade. It is festive and cheerful, al-
right — that too coming at the end of what
has been a particularly bleak year for Sri
Lanka.

The adjacent plot of land, once a desig-
nated demonstration site for public prot-
ests and that became a tent city of resis-
tance this year, has its share of Christmas
cheer. A bright display of lights screams
‘Visit Sri Lanka’, not far from where a
‘Gota Go Gama’ name board stood some
months ago. Journalists who visited the
island to cover its worst economic crisis
since Independence, as well as those of
us stationed here, spent much time cap-
turing the sounds and sights on the same
stretch. It was here that scores of angry
citizens converged beginning April,
mounting what proved to be the biggest
show of public fury in the country’s histo-
ry. Giving their rage creative expression,
they lit up the same Secretariat with the
slogan “Go home Gota”, while chanting
in chorus for “system change”.

Badly hit by the downturn, citizens
were grappling with acute shortages of
essentials, spending days in long queues
and, in many instances, starving. As part
of its coping mechanism, the Sri Lankan
government opted for a pre-emptive debt
default, streamlined its imports, floated
the rupee, hiked interest rates, and
struck a deal with the International Mo-
netary Fund for a potential loan. India
pitched in with significant support, totall-
ing nearly $4 billion, that helped restore
critical supplies. Meanwhile, Sri Lanka
witnessed a change at the helm in ex-

traordinary circumstances. The all-po-
werful President Gotabaya Rajapaksa was
ousted, and Ranil Wickremesinghe, who
had lost his parliamentary seat in the last
election, was suddenly in the president’s
seat. Each of these developments was a
big news story. It was as if Sri Lanka had
lived years in those months.

As reporters, we track news — good,
bad, or dangerous. We jump from one
story to another, dancing to the tune of
current affairs. But occasionally, there
are developments that unfold dramatical-
ly and dominate headlines for a while.

The ‘Janatha Aragalaya’ (people’s
struggle) in Sri Lanka was one such story,
spanning months. It had some dramatic
twists, before the ruling Rajapaksa clan
was dislodged from office in a staggering
outcome. It defied easy characterisation
and pushed us harder to listen. It chal-
lenged political soothsayers and kept lazy
commentators on their toes. It drew
sceptics, softened cynics, and rattled the
indifferent. Everyone in Sri Lanka had a
view on the Aragalaya, ranging from rea-
dy sympathy to outright dismissal. But
few in the island were untouched by the
street protests of unseen magnitude.

Covering the many facets and stages of
the predominantly peaceful agitations
proved an unusual reporting assignment,
not just owing to their scale and charac-
ter. Despite its limitations and internal
contradictions, the people’s uprising of-
fered rare hope and idealism that years of
reporting can dilute. When you hear or-
dinary citizens articulate their desire for
a better future and country, the message
resonates across borders and contexts. At
one level, Sri Lankans were resisting lead-
ers who they held responsible for their
economic distress. At another, a mass
uprising showed that no leader is invinci-
ble, and no might is bigger than people’s
power. Not a new or novel message when
you turn the pages of history, but certain-
ly a valuable reminder for a reporter.

meera.srinivasan@thehindu.co.in
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A year of many twists,
and a valuable reminder 

The people’s uprising in Sri Lanka offered rare hope and idealism that
years of reporting can dilute for a journalist 

Meera Srinivasan

B
y issuing decrees banning
girls/women from school, gyms and
public parks, and from working at
NGOs, the Taliban regime controlling

Afghanistan seems to have made it clear that it
does not intend to keep the promises it made of
protecting women’s rights. It also seems to be
reneging on its other assurances, such as
ensuring an inclusive government, the safety of
minorities, and disallowing terror groups to
operate from Afghanistan. Should India, which
changed its traditional stand against the Taliban
by holding talks with the group and setting up a
mission in Kabul this year, review its position? In
a conversation moderated by Suhasini Haidar,
Amar Sinha and Tara Kartha discuss India’s
policy choices. Edited excerpts:

How do you perceive India’s policy towards
the Taliban today?

Tara Kartha: India’s policy is based on a hard
dose of realism, an understanding that you don’t
get to choose what government is there in other
countries; you deal with whoever is there. That’s
always been, and should be, our policy. After all,
the Taliban are Afghan and India has been
saying we want an ‘Afghan-led’ government. If
we are committed, as Prime Minister Narendra
Modi said, to the people of Afghanistan, and if
we want to make a difference to the people of
Afghanistan, we have to work to some extent
through the Taliban. Remember, neither is it
business as usual with the Taliban nor do we
recognise them. We are just working through a
technical mission in Kabul to channel aid. If we
want to help the people, there is no other way.
That is what all the other countries are doing.

Amar Sinha: India’s policies over the last 20
years were based on supporting the Afghan
people and the democratic government, and
trying to build Afghanistan as a nation state.
However, what we are doing today is about
pragmatism driven by a fear of missing out, as if
the Taliban is the only option there. In the
process, we have ditched not only our friends,
but even Afghanistan as a nation. Is this the type
of nation we want in our neighbourhood, which
is radicalised and driven by ideology and is
some sort of a ‘Mullahcracy’? I believe
supporting this regime in any way will sow the
seeds for further destabilisation and
continuation of terror. And as a result, many of
the policies that we worked on for years have
come to naught.

Given the Taliban’s decrees on women,
should the world curtail its engagement with
the regime in Kabul? Or is that unrealistic?

TK: That’s a good question. It’s a hard choice,
because I think the Taliban are using this as a
bargaining tool to get what they want from the
international community. If you take women out
of NGOs, and NGOs shut down, it will be
disastrous for the people. Let’s see whether
these decrees are implemented strictly, as it
varies from region to region and commander to
commander. We can hope that wherever we
have a little space, we can extend some help.

AS: Of course, everybody is acting in the name
of the people of Afghanistan. But it is the people
of Afghanistan who are suffering the most under
the Taliban, their repression and their denial of
basic, fundamental rights. And what the Taliban
are telling the world is ‘take it or leave us the
way we are, we will govern or we have these 30
million people captive under the barrel of a
gun’. Just delivering food aid, wheat or medicine
is a way of helping, but it doesn’t solve the
problem of Afghanistan.

After the attacks by the Taliban, especially
the Haqqanis, on Indian embassies, where
Indian officers and diplomats were killed,
can the government trust the Taliban on
terrorism?

AS: If there is any country which has any
influence on the Taliban, it is Pakistan. It has the
largest influence on the Haqqanis. Now, if
Pakistan has not been able to get the Taliban to
stop terror groups coming into Pakistan or hand
over TTP (Tehrik-e Taliban Pakistan) fighters,
what is the chance that others can trust them
[the Taliban]? For the last 20 years, Taliban
fighters were enmeshed with other groups
including the Lashkar-e-Taiba and
Jaish-e-Mohammad. For us to expect that they
will ditch them just because they have goodwill
towards India would be fooling ourselves. That
is why I hold that our principled stand on
terrorism gets diluted, because you cannot
argue only against the nations sponsoring terror
[Pakistan], but be willing to engage with the

instruments of terror [the Taliban and the
Haqqanis].

TK: As of now, there is no question of trust.
We’re just talking to sections of the Taliban, who
as a group have never been anti-India. They
want our money, they want to deliver
governance to their people, they have to deliver,
especially to their own cadres… So, you have to
work with what there is, and hope that in time
this may change. Meanwhile, you have at least
one toe on the ground to see what’s going on.

The fact is, you can’t trust anyone, not even
your best allies. And it should be noted that
despite all the support Pakistan gave the
Taliban, they still have the TTP there. This is
how terrorist groups operate. They can turn
around 180 degrees at any point. So, if you don’t
want another hijacking, like the IC-814 incident,
and you want some entities there whom you can
rely on, you have to have some presence on the
ground. There’s no other way.

Should India restart talks with Pakistan?

AS: That should be the next logical step. This
sort of an ideological government in Kabul is
going to be nobody’s friend. We have already
suffered because of radicalisation within the
Pakistani military and the ISI (Inter-Services
Intelligence). We need to cooperate and help
Pakistan meet this challenge of radicalisation
within its society, because in the long term, it
[radicalisation] is against our interest. How do
we achieve it? I don’t know. Temperatures are so
high that I don’t see a conversation, at least a
public conversation, taking place with Pakistan.

TK: I wouldn’t link talking to the Taliban with
talks with Pakistan. Let’s be clear: the
radicalisation is a two-way street — the Taliban
ministers who banned women’s education were
brainwashed in Pakistan. There is a continuing
ideological link between these two, and our job
is to make sure that that link is undermined by
connecting to a more moderate Taliban.

At the same time, should India engage
politically or militarily with the non-Taliban
opposition, including Ahmad Massoud Jr and
the National Resistance Front, as it once
supported Ahmad Shah Massoud and the

Northern Alliance?

AS: My categorical answer would be yes to
political support. Because if our stated policy is
that we are willing to engage with the entire
spectrum of Afghan people, and this was the
argument we used when there was an outreach
to the Taliban, I don’t see any reason why we
have to forsake the others. Why can’t Afghans
from outside come to India and we could
facilitate a dialogue among them? So, while we
can try and make new friends [the Taliban], we
shouldn’t forget our old friends [the democratic
regime] like this. Unfortunately, we see the issue
purely from a security perspective. I strongly
believe that diplomacy has to come back. We
should have a technical mission there, but one
which is empowered to help Afghans seeking
education or healthcare, which gives visas to
them, etc.

TK: I agree that we must get our visa policy right
and allow Afghan students and others, including
those with serious medical conditions. In terms
of engaging with the opposition, we can
facilitate them in international forums. But if
India wants to be effective inside Afghanistan,
we cannot have a lot of anti-Taliban opposition
leaders sitting here. So, I would say facilitate the
opposition without being overt about it.

Given all this, what changes, if any, in policy
regarding the Taliban should the Indian
government make?

TK: We must be practical. If there is any way to
help Afghans both inside and outside the
country, we should do it. But nothing which
causes more bloodshed for the Afghans. Our
policy now should be to restart projects, build
schools, development. That will earn us
goodwill and that’s what diplomacy is about.

AS: Ultimately, our policy must look at what is a
long-term solution for Afghanistan. The Taliban
regime is just a phase. Much depends on what
sort of terror groups build up there and whether
terror attacks emanate from there. We don’t
have to review our presence; the technical
mission should stay there. But it has to be
empowered, so that it has the ability to help
Afghans. And we have to review our policy on
Afghan visas. We also have to be conscious of
the fact that some key supporters of the Taliban
have faced attacks in Kabul (China, Russia,
Pakistan) from groups inimical to the Taliban.

Should India review its position on the Taliban? 
PARLEY

A Taliban fighter stands guard as a woman walks past in Kabul. AP 
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We don’t have to review our presence; the
technical mission should stay there. But it has
to be empowered, so that it has the ability to
help Afghans. And we have to review our
policy on Afghan visas. 
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Women of the Bonda tribe in their village in Odisha’s Malkangiri district. The Bonda tribal people traditionally used only beads and a strip of cloth to cover their body. Over time,
modern attire has seeped into these areas. Here, two Bonda tribal women wear nightgowns with their traditional beads, while a third is seen in traditional attire. K.R. Deepak

Deep inside forests, pockets of modernity in a world of tradition 
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CAD as a share of GDP
widens in the second
quarter of 2022-23

4.4
India’s current account
deficit (CAD) as a
percentage of GDP in the

second quarter that ended September,
from 2.2% of GDP during Q1 of 2022-23,
due to higher trade gap, the RBI informed.
The current account balance recorded a
deficit of $36.4 billion in Q2 23, up from
$18.2 billion in Q1 23 and a deficit of $9.7
billion from year-ago period, RBI said. PTI

NEWS IN NUMBERS

Road accident deaths
in India due to not
wearing seat belts

16,397
The
number of
people

killed in road accidents in 2021 due to not
wearing seat belts, of which 8,438 were
drivers and the remaining 7,959 were
passengers, according to ‘Road accidents
in India, 2021’, a report published by the
Ministry of Road Transport and Highways
(MoRTH). PTI

Rise in India's mineral
output in October this
year: Mines Ministry

2.5
In percentage, the increase
in India’s mineral production
in October over the same

month a year ago, the Ministry of Mines
said. As per the Indian Bureau of Mines, the
cumulative growth of 4% was seen during
April-October 2022-23, compared to the
corresponding period of the previous year.
Minerals that recorded year-on-year growth
include iron ore and coal. PTI

Civilians forced to flee
homes in Sudan due to
armed raids, says UN

30,000
The
number
of

civilians forced to flee their homes in South
Sudan, due to armed raids in the Jonglei
state plagued by ethnic clashes, the UN’s
Office for the Coordination of Humanitarian
Affairs (OCHA) informed. Some 5,000 people
have sought shelter in Pibor town, the OCHA
said. AP

Women, children
among 1,200 Afghans
detained in Pakistan

1,200
The number of
Afghan
nationals

detained by Pakistani police in multiple
raids, after they entered Karachi without
valid travel documents, officials informed.
At least 139 Afghan women and 165
children are among those being held at a
high-security jail in Karachi. AP

The story so far: 

T
he border town of Belagavi has
been a part of Karnataka since
boundaries were demarcated

along linguistic lines under the States Re-
organisation Act, 1956. But the inter-State
border dispute between Karnataka and
Maharashtra erupts every now and
then. The decades-old dispute flared up
again in 2022 when Karnataka Chief Minis-
ter Basavaraj Bommai said the Karnataka
government was considering laying claim
to Jath taluk in Maharashtra, evoking a
strong response. The Karnataka Legisla-
tive Assembly, on December 22, unani-
mously passed a resolution to protect its
interests and called the dispute a “closed
chapter”. On December 27, the Maharash-
tra government retaliated by passing a un-
animous resolution in its Assembly to le-
gally pursue the inclusion of 865
Marathi-speaking villages from Belagavi,
Karwar, Nipani, Bidar, Bhalki and others in
Karnataka into the State. 

What are the claims of the two States?
The raging boundary dispute between the
two States dates back to the reorganisa-
tion of States along linguistic lines. In 1957,
unhappy with the demarcation of boun-
daries, Maharashtra demanded realign-
ment of its border with Karnataka. It in-
voked Section 21 (2)(b) of the Act,
submitting a memorandum to the Union
Ministry of Home Affairs stating its objec-
tion to Marathi-speaking areas being in-
cluded in Karnataka. It filed a petition in
the Supreme Court staking a claim over
Belagavi. 

Karnataka has argued that the inclusion
of Belagavi as part of its territory is beyond
dispute. It has cited the demarcation done
on linguistic lines as per the Act and the
1967 Mahajan Commission Report to sub-
stantiate its position. Karnataka has ar-
gued for the inclusion of areas in Kolha-
pur, Sholapur and Sangli districts (falling

under Maharashtra) in its territory. From
2006, Karnataka started holding the win-
ter session of the Legislature in Belagavi,
building the massive Suvarna Vidhan-
a Soudha in the district headquarters to
reassert its claim. 

What has been the politics around
the dispute? 
In the immediate decades of the formation
of States, no national party was willing to
take the risk and address the dispute, es-
pecially the Congress which has a social
base in both States. This helped Maharash-
tra Ekikarana Samiti (MES) sustain its fight
with a single agenda — Belagavi’s inclusion
into Maharashtra. 

The MES-supported candidates, who
have been winning one or more seats in
the district since the 1957 Karnataka As-
sembly elections, were defeated in the
2018 Assembly elections. As another elec-
tion draws close in 2023, the MES is keen
to revive its political fortunes. 

The dispute strongly resonates in the
cultural arena too. For instance, two Sah-

itya Sammelanas — the 73rd Akhil Bharati-
ya Marathi Sahitya Sammelana (ABMSS)
and the 70th Akil Bharatiya Kannada Sahi-
tya Sammelana — were held in Belagavi in
2000 and 2003, respectively. Both events
prepared the ground for the re-opening of
an otherwise muted issue.  

What were the terms of the Mahajan
Commission? 
In 1966, at Maharashtra’s insistence, the
then Prime Minister Indira Gandhi esta-
blished a one-man commission led by
Mehr Chand Mahajan, which recommend-
ed that 264 villages be transferred to Mah-
arashtra and that Belagavi (Belgaum) and
247 villages remain with Karnataka. 

Maharashtra rejected the report, while
Karnataka welcomed it. Karnataka argued
that either the Mahajan Commission Re-
port should be accepted fully, or the status
quo maintained. 

What is the recent controversy
around Jath taluk? 
A war of words broke out between BJP

leaders in Karnataka and Maharashtra ov-
er the border row last month after CM Ba-
savaraj Bommai said the BJP-led govern-
ment was “seriously considering” laying a
claim on Jath taluk and held meetings with
senior advocates to resolve the boundary
issue. 

In 2021, all 40 gram panchayats of the
drought-prone Jath taluk passed a resolu-
tion to join Karnataka, stating that the
Maharashtra government was unable to
provide water to its people and they were
being treated unfairly. 

This fuelled tension between the two
states, with Maharashtra Deputy CM De-
vendra Fadnavis saying they would not
cede even an inch of land to Karnataka.
Mr. Bommai then upped the ante by stat-
ing that Solapur and Akkalkot ought to be
part of Karnataka as well. 

In the same week, violence broke
out at Dhound village in Maharashtra
when some pro-Marathi activists vandali-
sed a KSRTC bus. In retaliation, a few pro-
Kannada activists blackened the boards of
an MSRTC bus in Kalaburagi district. 

The Karnataka-Maharashtra border row 
What is the dispute between the States of Karnataka and Maharashtra? What has been the politics around the border dispute? What is the Mahajan
Commission? How does the dispute resonate in the cultural arena?

Activists burn effigy during a protest against the Maharashtra-Karnataka border issue, in Bengaluru, PTI 
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Nalme Nachiyar

The story so far:

O
n December 23, the Central
Bureau of
Investigation (CBI) arrested

private lender ICICI Bank’s former
Managing Director and Chief Executive
Officer (MD & CEO) Chanda Kochhar
along with her husband, Deepak Kochhar.
This was in a case pertaining
to fraudulent disbursal of
loans amounting to ₹1,875 crore between
2009-11 to the Videocon group of
companies, during her tenure at the helm
of the private lender. The CBI also
arrested Videocon promoter Venugopal
Dhoot.

What is the case about?  
Ms. Kochhar is accused of conspiring with
her husband to abuse her powers at the

helm of the private lender for extending
loans to the Videocon Group. Between
June 2009 and October 2011, ICICI Bank
had sanctioned six high value loans to
varied companies owned by Videocon.
The financial transactions resulted in
wrongful loss to the private lender.
Further, they were in violation of the
credit (extending) policy and were later
deemed to be non-performing assets
(NPAs) for the lender. 

On August 26, 2009, the private lender
sanctioned Rupee Term Loan (RTL) of
₹300 crore (of which ₹283.45 crore was
eventually disbursed) to Videocon. The
loan was disbursed on September
7. It was on the very next day that Mr.
Dhoot transferred ₹64 crore to NuPower
Renewables Ltd (NRL) managed by Mr.
Kochhar. 

The ₹64 crore in question, thus, is
being alleged to be part of a reciprocal

arrangement between Mr. Kochhar and
Mr. Dhoot. 

What have been the key
developments?  
The allegations first came to light in 2016.
Back then, the Reserve Bank of India
(RBI) did not find anything concrete in the
allegation. However, in June 2017, the
accounts belonging to Videocon
Industries Ltd (VIL) were deemed to be
non-performing assets.  

The allegations re-emerged in March
2018 following a whistleblower complaint
alleging that assets were not being
correctly classified. The private lender’s
board initially denied any wrongdoing on
part of Ms. Kochhar to shift its stance and
initiate an independent probe under
retired Justice B.N. Srikrishna. Ms.
Kochhar was thereby sent on leave
pending the outcome of the investigation.

She later stepped down from her position
in October 2018. It was in November 2020
that the ED filed a chargesheet against the
former MD and CEO. The CBI filed its FIR
against Ms. Kochhar in May 2022.  

What is their defence?  
Arguing for his bail plea in the Bombay
High Court, Mr. Kochhar’s defence had
stated that Videocon has been a client of
the private lender since 1985. It had
extended several loans and credit facilities
to the group as part of their long-standing
relationship. It also stated that Videocon’s
investment in NRL was in the nature of
equity where the return “would be
gathered by capital appreciation on the
basis of growth of the company and
valuation of its assets”. 

What were its broader implications?  
Ratings agency Fitch stated in April 2018
that the development “raises questions
over the bank’s governance and creates
reputational risk”. In a separate
development back then, the Serious
Fraud Investigation Office (SFIO) had
sought permission from the Ministry of
Corporate Affairs to probe ICICI Bank
about the ₹3,250 crore line of credit
extended to the Videocon Group. 

Fitch’s note had added the presence of
the bank’s CEO on the credit committee
had “created doubts over the strength of
its corporate governance practices”.  

What is the Videocon-Chanda

Kochhar case all about?  
What are the charges levied against Chanda Kochhar and her husband, Deepak Kochhar? When did the
allegations first come to light? What does Fitch’s report say? 

Saptaparno Ghosh
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disbursed) to Videocon.

!

Arguing for his bail plea in the
Bombay High Court, Mr.
Kochhar’s defence had stated
that Videocon has been a client
of the private lender since
1985.

COMPILED BY THE HINDU DATA TEAM

Delhi ● www.thehindu.com ● Friday, December 30, 2022

Text&Context
0 

Follow us facebook.com/thehindu twitter.com/the_hindu instagram.com/the_hindu



THE HINDU 

11Friday, December 30, 2022
Delhi Text&Context

CM
YK

M ND-NDE

For feedback and suggestions for 
Text & Context, please write to

letters@thehindu.co.in
with the subject ‘Text & Context’

T
he superhero movie industry is
fascinating even from a content
creation standpoint.
Maintaining a reader’s interest

in comic books is one thing, but with
live-action movies raking in billions of
dollars at the box office, and with hit rates
at their most volatile phase, leaps of faith
are inevitable. Creators have to keep
offering something new, in a fresher
package, and simultaneously be aware of
what’s working and what’s not. In 2022,
the superhero genre saw tons of such
experiments.

Marvel and its vast arsenal
After many misfires and some surprises,
Phase 4 of the Marvel Cinematic Universe
ended in 2022 with the release of The
Guardians of the Galaxy Holiday Special. It
has arguably been the most challenging
phases for Marvel, but that’s primarily
due to how much the studio pushed the
boundaries to experiment with format,
form, and content. 2022 was the pinnacle
of it, as of now.

It’s no news that Marvel studios have
been utilising its streaming platform
Disney+ to test newer formats of
storytelling. This year, we got regular
television series, miniseries, and even
telefilms. Given its popularity among
younger audiences, it was obvious for the
studio to make I am Groot, a mini-series
with episodes spanning less than five
minutes, apt for casual viewing to see
Baby Groot indulge in all types of
shenanigans, including a dance-off with a
jello-like shapeshifting alien. The
newly-introduced telefilm format seems
to be working wonders as well, especially
for introducing considerably popular
comic-book characters economically and
with canon value. Man-Thing in Werewolf
by Night was one such example.

It wouldn’t be a surprise anymore if
Marvel goes on to extend the storyline
from successful telefilms to make movies
that are canon to the bigger narrative.
This is precisely how Marvel uses its other
products with a standalone series. The
Evil Doctor Strange narrative from last

year’s animated anthology series What
If...? made its way into the MCU with this
year’s Doctor Strange in the Multiverse of
Madness. Marvel continues playing with
formats as a segue between tentpole
titles. This year, we got a sweet little
Christmas telefilm from James Gunn, The
Guardians of the Galaxy: Holiday Special,
which despite being a great standalone
short, had immense canon value
especially considering the reveal involving
Mantis and Star-Lord. This can be
expected from a studio that, last year,
gave Falcon a television run to pass on the
Captain America mantle.

Putting their collective experience in
introducing fresh characters to great use,
Marvel gave three spectacular fan
favourites this year, all through limited
series: Moon Knight, She-Hulk: Attorney at
Law, and Ms. Marvel. And putting these
names beside each other seems bizarre,
given how drastically different they are.
Ms. Marvel, Marvel’s first South Asian
superhero with a comic book, got a
stunning entrance. A story about a
teenager grappling with teenager issues
and superpowers isn’t new to Marvel, but
Ms. Marvel fleshes out a real
Pakistani-American character who
questions notions and reconnects with
her roots. This is a series that shows its
lead character struggle with everyday
issues, along with world-ending ones.

While that series managed to take us to
a whole new dimension inside the MCU,
Moon Knight upped the notch several
times. Everything about Moon Knight,
headlined by Oscar Isaac, is refreshing
and exciting. An unreliable narrator
anchors a mind-bending story that also
features a secret society of Egyptian gods
inside pyramids. On top of all, never has a
Marvel title played so much
psychologically as Moon Knight.

You might have known She-Hulk as the
cousin of Hulk who loves to break the
fourth wall. And Marvel’s miniseries finds
a great comedian in the character, a
hesitant superhero and criminal lawyer,
who is forced to confront her insecurities
and the downers of adulting. She stands
against sexism, slut-shaming, and
body-shaming, while also not pausing to

dress like she desires and twerk if she
wants to. More than the titular character,
it was a blast to see the studios
re-introduce Daredevil in the most
unexpected fashion.

When it comes to content, even
well-established titles got a fresher coat
this year. Thor is the only original
Avenger with an active solo franchise, and
in Thor: Love and Thunder, he proves that
there is more scope for innovative
storylines in his future. After rebooting
the character’s franchise with Thor:
Ragnarok, Taika Watiti goes a bit further
and even redefines the first two Thor
films through a montage voiced by Korg.
Black Panther: Wakanda Forever cannot
entirely be attributed to the result of
experimentation. The film was more of a
crisis management, given the untimely
death of Chadwick Boseman, but never
has real-world grief been explored in such
grounding fashion in a superhero movie.

A test of hope for DC
2022 hasn’t been the year for DC with the
news about the new studio heads, Gunn
and Peter Safran, rebooting the entire
live-action universe that was established
with Man of Steel. But until the news
broke in, DC had a great run with three
very different titles trying out three
distinct ideas on glorious display:
Peacemaker, The Batman, and Black
Adam.

Peacemaker was the first sign of a
universe that was getting back to its
groove. After introducing the character in
his rebooted The Suicide Squad movie,
Gunn created a black comedy series with
John Cena’s character, which became one
of the most popular DCEU titles on HBO
Max. Gunn took a narcissistic, despicable,
dim-witted anti-hero and made him turn
on a new leaf through a storyline that is
mental, to say the least: an alien species
with bodies that look like a butterfly take
over people’s bodies, and they survive by
drinking the amber fluid produced by a
giant alien blob called ‘cow’. No punches
were pulled in this adult-only show, the
future of which is currently unknown.

Similarly, DC also introduced a new
anti-hero to the mix this year, also

headlined by a WWE star, but Black Adam
is more than just another feature. The
film which was the result of superstar
Dwayne Johnson’s decade-long efforts
was meant to recourse and re-establish
the universe. It certainly isn’t an easy
gamble to extend so much responsibility
to a character that popular moviegoers
are not familiar with, but that’s what the
creators were going for. Not only did the
film have a solid story that opened to a
wide range of scenarios, but it also served
as a great launching pad for the Justice
Society — remember, DCEU hadn’t been
lucky with such ensembles. And, of
course, Dwayne also breathed new hope
into this universe by bringing back Henry
Cavill’s Superman, until things went awry
for DCEU on the whole.

But the best DC title of the year is none
of the above and it also happens to be its
wildest and most exciting storyline to look
forward to. Introducing a new character is
one thing, but how do you present a fresh
version of the most popular superhero
with infinite versions before you? Matt
Reeves’ The Batman is the answer. After
Christopher Nolan’s Dark Knight trilogy,
this is the second most grounded, sober,
and up-and-close portrayal of a caped
crusader who also had a shade of
vulnerability. Not only did Reeves succeed
to overcome all expectations, but he also
did it with a form that is unlike any other
superhero film and, in fact, was
considered unideal for the genre — it was
dialogue-driven, pandering to DC’s
already much-debated dark visual tone, it
has the hero fail more than succeed, and
it’s the plot that fuels action here.

Everything is up in the air now. We are
still unsure how Marvel’s storyline will
bring everyone together for the next
Avengers film. Writing-wise, Marvel could
do way better, especially with intriguing
characters like She-Hulk and Ms. Marvel.
However, with Thunderbolts, Blade, The
Marvels, Fantastic Four, and Deadpool 3
coming up, the sky is the limit for what to
expect in the MCU. So is the case for DC.
Gunn recently announced that fans will
get more clarity in January. We may not
have a Superman currently, but hope
prevails.

2022: A year of trial and error for
superhero themed cinema
This year, Marvel Cinematic Universe (MCU) and DC played with form, introduced newer formats of storytelling, redefined established tropes, gave
us some great characters to root for 

Bhuvanesh Chandar

IN THE LIMELIGHT 

Stills from Peacemaker, Black Adam, Moon Knight, and The Batman.

X

QUESTION 1

The Hindi word ‘chaatna’, meaning ‘to
lick’, has led to a genre of popular
street. What finger-licking category of
food does this refer to ?
X

QUESTION 2

A batter made of a mixture of rice and
urad dal is steamed to make this soft,
spongy and savoury snack found
across over Gujarat .Name this
famous dish.
X

QUESTION 3

Goan cuisine is known for its
abundance usage of fresh seafood,
but one of the Goan speciality
includes this spicy dish that features
pork. What is one of its most famous
dish which is derived from the
Portuguese cuisine?

X

QUESTION 4

By what popular name do we know a
tempered mix of spices (noun) and
the same word also is a verb
describing the act of tempering spices
in hot oil?
X

QUESTION 5

A popular breakfast of Karnataka is a
combination of kesari bath (sweet)
and Khara bath (spicy rava upma)
served with coconut chutney. Name
the dish.

Questions and Answers to the previous
day’s daily quiz. 1. Name the painting
commissioned by Ludovico Sforza for the
Dominican monastery. Ans: The Last Supper
2. How has Lisa Gherardini been immortalised
by Da Vinci? Ans: She is the subject of the
Mona Lisa
3. Name Leonardo’s pen-and-ink drawing on
the ideal human proportions. Ans: Vitruvian
Man
4. Scholars attribute this oil and tempera
painting to be Leonardo’s earliest existing
major. Name the work. Ans: The Annunciation
5. Of the two versions of this painting with the
same name, one is displayed at the Louvre and
the other in the National Gallery in London.
Name the painting. Ans: Virgin of the Rocks
6. Identify the animal whose name forms part
of the title of the work. Ans: Ermine (Lady
with an Ermine)
Visual: Name the billionaire who bought this
collection. Ans: Bill Gates
Early Birds: K.N. Viswanathan | Hardika
Choudhary | Rakesh Ravi | Tania Neogi 

THE DAILY QUIZ

A quiz on the different food cuisines across India 

X

Visual question:
Identify this gentleman who passed away recently and whose claim on
the popular food dish he invented has always met with polemics in
India. AFP 

Please send in your answers to 
dailyquiz@thehindu.co.in

S. Venkataraghavan

Mr. C. S. Ramamoorthy of Coimbatore
wants to know the meaning of ‘Even
Homer sometimes nods’. 

“It means that even the best people
may occasionally be dull or make
mistakes. This is with reference to some
of the dull and uninteresting passages in
Homer’s epics. The expression is from
The Art of Poetry written by Horace, a
Roman poet. Here are the relevant lines: 

“... and it annoys me
Whenever good Homer nods and is

caught napping.
Though it is only right that over a work

so long
Slumber should softly steal.”
‘Nod’ here is used in the sense of ‘to

make a mistake as if asleep or half asleep’. 
Krishna is generally alert. But I caught

him nodding the other day. 
‘To nod’ also means ‘to indicate by

nodding’. 
When I asked him whether I could go

ahead with the plan, he nodded in
approval. 

He gave the nod to start the game. 
‘On the nod’ means ‘approval without

taking a vote’. 
The Board accepted the report on the

nod.
Mr. G. Viswanath of Madurai wants to

know the meaning of ‘raison d’etre’.
It is a French expression and is used in

English. It means ‘reason or justification
for a thing’s existence’. 

This institution has almost ceased to
have raison d’etre. 

Plunder was the very raison d’etre of the
power of the East India Company.

It is pronounced ‘raysawndaytr’. ‘Ray’
rhymes with ‘day’, ‘sawn’ rhymes with
‘dawn’ and ‘lawn’, ‘day’ rhymes with
‘ray’, ‘tr’ is as in ‘trick’ and ‘try’.

Mr. S. Raghavan of Madras and Mrs.
Radha Bharatan of Sriharikota want to
know whether ‘too’ can be used in the
sense of ‘very’. 

Example: Our cabin crew will be only
too happy to assist you.

In modern English, it is acceptable
colloquially. 

He is not too well. 
My health isn’t too good. 
The coffee is too hot. 
He is too gentle.
Ms. V. Jayanthi of New Delhi wants to

know whether it is correct to use ‘th’ after
Roman numerals.

You should not write ‘th’ or ‘nd’ after
Roman numerals. 

George V and not George Vth. George
V is read ‘George the Fifth’ and not
‘George Five’. 

George III is read George the Third and
not George Illrd or George Three. 

The tenth Sonnet or Sonnet X. 
The eighteenth century or XVIII

century. 
The third century or III century.

Know your
English 

FROM THE ARCHIVES 
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“Uzbek authorities have not formally contacted us
on the case, but our embassy has reached out to
the government and is seeking further details of
their investigation. We understand legal action
has been initiated against some individuals, in-
cluding the local representative of the Indian com-
pany, and we are offering all consular assistance
in that case,” said MEA spokesperson Arindam
Bagchi. “I am hesitant to term these as similar in-
cidents. There are proper mechanisms to find out
what happened. Each incident would be different.
In terms of the previous case in Gambia, our drug
regulatory authorities shared details with the
World Health Organisation (WHO).”

The Indian pharmaceuticals industry has been
a reliable supplier of drugs to countries across the
world and every such incident would be taken
“very seriously”, though in this particular case
more enquiries were needed, he added.

Contaminated with ethylene glycol
The deceased children in Uzbekistan had report-
edly consumed “excessive amounts” of the cough
syrup, which contained ethylene glycol, a sub-
stance that ought not to be present in it. This
comes days after a parliamentary panel in The
Gambia found “unacceptable levels” of diethy-
lene glycol and ethylene glycol in cough syrup
made by Haryana-based Maiden Pharma. There,
the cough syrup has been linked to instances of
acute kidney injury that is believed to be responsi-
ble for the deaths of at least 63 children.

Following WHO’s warning on October 5, link-
ing the four syrups to the deaths in The Gambia,
Maiden Pharma’s export license has been sus-
pended. However, India has said that the WHO
has drawn a “premature link” between the deaths
of the children and the India-made cough syrups.
(with inputs from PTI)

Probe on pharma firm
over ‘killer’ cough syrup

From Page One

“The voter turnout in General Elections of 2019
was 67.4% and the Election Commission is con-
cerned about the issue of over 30 crore electors
not exercising their franchise and also differential
voter turnout in various States/Union Territories,”
the commission added in the statement.

The EC noted there were multifarious reasons
for a voter not opting to register in a new place of
residence, thus missing out on exercising the right
to vote. The inability to vote due to internal migra-
tion is one of the prominent reasons to be ad-
dressed to improve voter turnout and ensure par-
ticipative elections. Out-migration due to the need
to work, marriage, and education is predominant
among the rural population in overall domestic
migration. Approximately 85% of the internal mi-
gration is within the States.

It is expecting comments on changes required
in legislation, administrative procedures and vot-
ing method. Sources in the commission told The
Hindu that the idea was to implement voter porta-
bility as a pilot project in the Assembly elections
in nine States in 2023. If the pilot is successful,
then voter portability can be fully implemented in
the 2024 Lok Sabha election.

Concept note
The EC said it had circulated among the political
parties a concept note highlighting the challenges
of defining domestic migrants, implementation of
the Model Code of Conduct, ensuring secrecy of
voting, facility of polling agents for identification
of voters, process and method of remote voting
and counting of votes and other issues.

Among the laws and rules that would need
amendment to implement remote voting are the
Representation of the Peoples Act of 1950 and
1951, the Conduct of Election Rules, 1961 and the
Registration of Electors Rules, 1960.

Migrant voters
The definition of migrant voter will also need to be
reworked with respect to retaining registration at
the original place in the context of the legal con-
struct of “ordinary residence” and “temporary
absence”. Also, the territorial constituency con-
cept of remote voting and defining remoteness it-
self, that is an outside constituency, outside dis-
trict or outside State will need to be dealt with.

The administrative challenges include enumer-
ating remote voters’ self-declaration, ensuring se-
crecy of voting at remote locations, provision of
polling agents at remote voting booths, and ensur-
ing identification of voters to avoid impersona-
tion. Other areas to work on would include the ap-
pointment of polling personnel for remote polling
stations and supervision thereof, the number of
polling booths to be set up and their locations,
and implementation of the Model Code of Con-
duct in remote locations. Some of the technologi-
cal challenges will be the method of remote vot-
ing, the familiarity of the voters with the
multi-constituency RVM and counting of votes.

The EC said it was now ready to pilot an RVM
with a public sector undertaking. This modified
form of EVM can handle up to 72 multiple consti-
tuencies from a single remote polling booth. “The
initiative, if implemented, can lead to a social
transformation for the migrants and connect with
their roots as many times they are reluctant to get
themselves enrolled at their place of work for va-
rious reasons such as frequently changing resi-
dences, not enough social and emotional connect
with the issues of an area of migration, and unwil-
lingness to get their name deleted in the electoral
roll of their home/native constituencies as they
have permanent residence/property,” the EC said.

RVM to help migrants
vote outside States: EC

U
nion Home Minis-
ter Amit Shah said
on Thursday that

borders could be perma-
nently secured only when
border villages were popu-
lated by patriotic citizens
who had concern for the
country, asking the border-
guarding forces to use the
Vibrant Village Programme
(VVP) for the same. 

Mr. Shah said boots on
the ground and fencing
were necessary, but bor-
ders could be truly secured
when “we create villages
with people who have con-
cern for the country”.

Speaking at an event to
launch the Prahari app for
the Border Security Force
(BSF), he said the border-
guarding forces should
strengthen the VVP on the
ground to achieve the ob-
jective of securing the bor-

ders. Finance Minister Nir-
mala Sitharaman had
announced the pro-
gramme in her Union Bud-
get speech on February 1
this year.

In the works
Mr. Shah said the scheme
was still in the works, but it
should be used by all bor-

der-guarding forces to en-
courage tourism in border
villages, to make them self-
reliant and vibrant. 

The Budget provisions
of the scheme has been
sent to the Expenditure Fi-
nance Committee for its
approval and will be pre-
sented before the Union
Cabinet headed by Prime

Minister Narendra Modi
for approval.

The Minister told senior
BSF officers that it was ne-
cessary to fully implement
all the welfare pro-
grammes run by the Go-
vernment of India and
State governments in the
border districts with the
help of the District
Collectors.

“If we equip those peo-
ple who are leaving the
border villages with the
Pradhan Mantri Ayushman
Bharat Yojana, then they
get a reason to stay in the
village. If they are provided
with gas, electricity and
drinking water, they will
feel someone is taking care
of them and they will stay
back,” Mr. Shah said.

‘Drones countered’
Mr. Shah said in the past
six months, the BSF had
shot down 22 drones/un-
manned aerial vehicles

along the Pakistan border. 
He said 26,000 kg of

narcotics and 2,500 pieces
of arms and ammunition
were recovered by the BSF
in the past three years. The
BSF is deployed along the
Pakistan and Bangladesh
borders. 

“We have succeeded to
a large extent in countering
drones from across the
border. There are two as-
pects — to observe, jam
and shoot them down and
second is to keep a watch
through radars. We have
achieved 100% success in
the first category,” Mr.
Shah said. 

He said that fencing
could not be done at some
places due to difficult to-
pography. However, con-
struction of 140 km of fenc-
ing and 400 km of roads
had been completed in dif-
ficult places, along with
construction of 120 border
outposts.

Need patriotic citizens in border
villages for national security: Shah

Assessing situation: Union Home Minister Amit Shah listening to 
BSF Director-General Pankaj Kumar Singh during a conference 
on Union Territories in New Delhi on Thursday. PTI

Union Home Minister asks border-guarding forces to strengthen Vibrant Village Programme to make frontier villages
self-reliant; calls for ensuring implementation of welfare programmes in such villages to encourage local people to stay back

Vijaita Singh
NEW DELHI

A special court in Mumbai
on Thursday remanded
Chanda Kochhar, former
managing director and
chief executive officer of
ICICI Bank, her husband
Deepak Kochhar, and Vide-
ocon Group promoter Ve-
nugopal Dhoot in judicial
custody in the ICICI Bank
fraud case.

The couple was arrested
by the Central Bureau of
Investigation (CBI) on De-
cember 23 and Mr. Dhoot
was arrested on December
26. Special CBI judge A.A.
Sayed sent them to judicial
custody till January 10.

The CBI has alleged that
ICICI Bank under the lea-
dership of Ms. Kochhar
had sanctioned credit of
₹3,250 crore to companies
owned by the Videocon
Group in direct violation of
the Banking Regulation
Act, guidelines by the Re-
serve Bank of India and the
credit policies of banks.

Ex-ICICI chief,
husband and
Videocon CEO
remanded

The Hindu Bureau
MUMBAI

The Uttar Pradesh govern-
ment on Thursday moved
the Supreme Court against
an Allahabad High Court
direction to hold local bo-
dy elections in the State
without reservation for
Other Backward Classes
(OBC).

The case raises the fun-
damental question wheth-
er quota for political repre-
sentation in urban
self-government bodies
can be equated with reser-
vation in higher education
and public employment
for socially and economi-
cally backward classes.

The State government
argues that there is no flaw
or illegality in providing re-
servation to the very same
79 Backward Class com-
munities listed in the U.P.
State Public Services (Re-
servation for Scheduled
Castes, Scheduled Tribes
and Other Backward Class-
es) Act, 1994 in respect of
seats and offices of chair-
persons of local bodies.
The 1994 Reservation Act
had, however, identified
these Backward Classes to
provide them quota to ac-
cess higher education and
public employment and
not for the purpose of pol-
itical representation.

Earlier judgments
But the State’s appeal
against the High Court or-
der would meet a formida-
ble opponent in the form
of a 2010 Constitution
Bench judgment of the Su-
preme Court in K. Krishna-
murthy versus Union of In-
dia, which had clearly held
that the “nature and pur-
pose of reservation in rela-
tion to local bodies is con-
siderably different from
that in relation to higher
education and public
employment”.

“The reservation bene-
fits contemplated by Arti-
cles 15(4) and 16(4) [reser-
vation in higher education,
public employment] can-
not be mechanically ap-
plied in the context of re-
servation enabled by
Articles 243-D and 243-T
[reservation of seats in
panchayats, municipali-
ties]. Articles 243-D and
243-T form a distinct and
independent constitution-
al basis for reservation in
local self-government insti-
tutions, the nature and
purpose of which is diffe-
rent from the reservation
policies designed to im-
prove access to higher edu-
cation and public employ-
ment, as contemplated
under Articles 15(4) and 16
(4) respectively,” the Bench
had held.

The court had explained
that social and economic
backwardness cannot be
the sole criterion for iden-
tifying the Backward Class-
es inadequately represent-
ed politically. 

A further obstacle for
the State would be a three-
judge Bench judgment of
the top court in Vikas Kish-
anrao Gawali vs State of
Maharashtra, which had
devised the triple-test cri-
terion to collect contempo-
raneous rigorous empirical
investigation into the pat-
terns of backwardness that
act as barriers to political
participation. The court
has also made it clear in Su-
resh Mahajan versus State
of Madhya Pradesh that no
reservation for backward
classes can be provided
until the triple-test condi-
tions are completed.

U.P. moves SC against
order to hold urban
local polls without
OBC reservation

A 2010 SC verdict
says reservation rule
cannot be ‘applied
mechanically’ to 
such elections 

Krishnadas Rajagopal
NEW DELHI

India on Thursday re-
ceived consular access to
eight Indians who have
been in the custody of Qa-
tari authorities for around
three months, said the offi-
cial spokesperson of the
Ministry of External Af-
fairs, Arindam Bagchi. 

The eight former Indian
Navy officials were arrest-
ed in Qatar on charges that
have not been made public
so far. In all, Qatar has
thrice provided diplomatic
access to the Indians.

“The objective of to-
day’s meeting was to talk to
them and get a sense of
their well-being and figure
out what further assistance
they require. We will conti-
nue to monitor this,” said
Mr. Bagchi, adding, “this is
an important case for us”.

According to earlier re-
ports, the Indian nationals
were employed with the
Dahra Global Technologies
and Consultancy Services,
a private organisation. It
appears that the Govern-
ment of Qatar has not
pressed charges against
the arrested Indians so far.

Indian officials
meet eight
ex-Navy men
held in Qatar 

The Hindu Bureau
NEW DELHI

Samajwadi Party (SP) pre-
sident Akhilesh Yadav on
Thursday asked the Uttar
Pradesh government to
convene a special session
of the Assembly to discuss
the issue of Other Back-
ward Classes (OBC) reser-
vation in urban local bo-
dies after the Allahabad
High Court’s decision on
December 27 to quash OBC
reservation.

“If the U.P. govern-
ment’s conscience is clear,
it must hold a special ses-
sion of the State legisla-
ture, so that they can con-
vey their views and we will
put forth our views on the
OBC reservation issue,” Mr.
Yadav said at a press confe-
rence in which he attacked
the ruling BJP for being
“anti-OBC” and
“anti-Dalit”.

“The BJP was always
against Dalits and the back-
ward classes. Today, they
have taken the reservation
of backward classes, to-
morrow they will take
away the rights of Dalits,”

the former U.P. Chief Mi-
nister alleged.

The Allahabad HC order
on Tuesday directing the
State government to notify
urban local body polls at
the earliest, without any
reservation for OBCs, has
raised the political temper-
ature in the State, with the
Opposition trying to pro-
ject the ruling regime as
being against OBCs.

Commission to study 
Amid pressure from diffe-
rent quarters, the State go-
vernment appointed a five-
member commission to
look into the issue of reser-
vation for OBCs in urban

bodies, and appealed
against the High Court’s or-
der in the Supreme Court. 

The U.P. government
has said that backward
class reservation will be de-
cided for municipal polls
on the basis of the report
of the commission, which
will carry out the ‘triple
test formula’ for reserva-
tion for OBCs in urban lo-
cal bodies.

Meanwhile, the panel’s
chairperson, retired Justice
Ram Avtar Singh, told me-
diapersons that it will take
six months to prepare the
draft report following the
‘triple test formula’ pre-
scribed by the top court.

Akhilesh seeks Assembly
session to discuss OBC
quota in urban bodies 
The Hindu Bureau
LUCKNOW

Pre-poll fight: Samajwadi Party chief Akhilesh Yadav addresses a
press conference in Lucknow on Thursday. PTI

The Bihar Police on Thurs-
day detained a Chinese wo-
man at Bodh Gaya for alleg-
edly overstaying in India in
connection with an alleged
threat to Tibetan spiritual
leader, the Dalai Lama, a
senior officer said.

“She is being ques-
tioned by various agencies
on all angles, including vi-
sa violation norms,” Addi-
tional Director General of
Police (Headquarters) J.S.
Gangwar said.

Earlier, security was
beefed up around the Ma-
habodhi Temple Complex
in Bodh Gaya and the
screening of devotees was
intensified. 

Meanwhile, the Ministry
of External Affairs (MEA)
spokesperson Arindam
Bagchi termed it “a securi-
ty issue” and refused to
comment further on it.

Dalai Lama’s
visit: Chinese
woman held
in Bodh Gaya

Press Trust of India
BODH GAYA

The government of the
Maldives has taken “swift
action” after an Opposition
leader called for an arson
attack on the Indian High
Commission in Male, the
Ministry of External Affairs
(MEA) said on Thursday.

It also said all precau-
tions were being taken in
the wake of the threat by
the Opposition leader
linked to the island na-
tion’s former President Ab-
dulla Yameen’s party. 

Abbas Adil Riza, who
earlier held official posi-
tions in the Maldivian go-
vernment, tweeted on De-
cember 23 alleging that the
February 8, 2012, arson at-
tack in Addu City in the In-
dian Ocean nation was or-
dered by India, and called
for attacking the Indian
High Commission.

The Maldivian govern-

ment has launched an in-
vestigation into the threat,
which has been con-
demned by the ruling MDP
and several other political
parties.

External Affairs Ministry
spokesperson Arindam
Bagchi said the matter was
being investigated. “The
Indian High Commission
there is in close contact
with the government of the
Maldives and it is taking
necessary precautionary
measures,” he said.

Maldives probing
threat to Indian High
Commission: MEA 

Arindam Bagchi

Press Trust of India
NEW DELHI

Board exams for Class 10
and 12 students will revert
to the pre-COVID pattern
and will be conducted in
one instalment starting Fe-
bruary 15. 

Class 10 Board exams
will commence on Febru-
ary 15 and Class 12 exams
on February 16, according
to the date sheet released
by the Central Board of Se-
condary Education (CBSE)
on Thursday. The last date
of exam for Class 10 is
March 21 and for Class 12, it
is April 5.

“In 2020, we could only
conduct some exams,
while in 2021 Board exams
could not be held and in
2022, they were split in
two sessions. From 2023,
we will revert to the nor-
mal pattern,” Sanyam
Bhardwaj, Controller of Ex-
ams, told The Hindu.

CBSE Class 10
exams from
Feb. 15, Class
12 from 16th

The Hindu Bureau
NEW DELHI
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Chhattisgarh Health Minister T.S. Singh Deo —
locked in a long power tussle with Chief Minister
Bhupesh Baghel — has said that his mind is not
set on contesting elections, as in the past. He was
on Thursday responding to presspersons seeking
clarification on his recent statement about not
having made up his mind on contesting the 2023
Assembly election. State Minister Tamradhwaj
Sahu said that even if Mr. Deo did not contest, it
would not impact the Congress’s prospects in the
next Assembly election.

Mind is not set on contesting
elections, says Singh Deo

INBRIEF
!

India is “excited” about working with the new
government in Nepal, Ministry of External Affairs
(MEA) spokesperson Arindam Bagchi said on
Thursday. “Our PM congratulated Pushpa Kamal
Dahal. The Nepalese PM also responded and said
he wants friendly relations. He talked about
natural affinity. Both our countries have unique
bilateral relations,” he said. CPN-Maoist Centre
chairman Pushpa Kamal Dahal was on Monday
sworn in as the Prime Minister of Nepal. PTI

Excited to work with new
government in Nepal: India 

T
argeting the Naren-
dra Modi govern-
ment over its pro-

mise to double farmers’
income by 2022, the Con-
gress on Thursday said the
Manmohan Singh-led Unit-
ed Progressive Alliance go-
vernment had actually
raised farm incomes bet-
ween 2004 and 2014.

The party also demand-
ed a White Paper from the
Modi government for not
fulfilling its promise to
double farm incomes.

Addressing a press con-
ference, All India Kisan
Congress chairman Sukh-
pal Singh Khaira said the
promise was a “myth” and

farm incomes had actually
gone down.

“In February 2016, PM
Modi had promised dou-
bling of farmers’ income
by 2022. What to speak of
doubling their income, if
the inflation is accounted
for, the farmers’ income

has actually reduced dur-
ing these years,” Mr. Khaira
said. 

Citing the National Sam-
ple Survey of 2018, he said
it was actually the Con-
gress-led United Progres-
sive Alliance government
between 2004 and 2014

which had “more than
doubled the farmers’
income”.

Important parameter 
Mr. Khaira said the mini-
mum support price (MSP)
for crops was one of the
basic parameters to deter-
mine the income of farm-
ers and the MSP of wheat
and paddy was doubled by
the UPA government.

The Congress leader
said during the UPA, the
MSP for wheat was ₹640 a
quintal in 2004 and it went
up to ₹1,400 a quintal for
the 2013-14 season. Similar-
ly, the MSP for paddy in
2004 was ₹560 a quintal,
which went up to ₹1,310 a
quintal in 2013-14.

In contrast, the MSP for

both paddy and wheat did
not increase by more than
50% under the BJP regime,
Mr. Khaira claimed. 

“The Modi government
is the first regime to im-
pose Goods and Services
Tax (GST) on pesticides,
fertilizers and farm ap-
pliances...” he said, ad-
ding, “doubling of farmers’
income was another epic
jumla [false promise] of
Prime Minister Narendra
Modi”.

The Congress leader
asked what happened to
the recommendations of
the committee set up in
2016 for the purpose of
doubling farm incomes
and questioned the Prime
Minister on the non-fulfil-
ment of his promise.

Modi govt. didn’t keep its promise to
double farm income by 2022: Cong. 
If inflation is accounted for, farmers’ earnings have actually reduced now, says Khaira; demanding a White Paper, the All
India Kisan Congress chairman said that the Manmohan Singh-led UPA regime helped farmers by announcing higher MSP

The Hindu Bureau
NEW DELHI

Raising questions: The Congress said that the BJP’s promise was a
‘myth’ and farm incomes had gone down. FILE PHOTO 

Opposing the Election
Commission’s proposal for
a remote voting system for
migrants, the Congress on
Thursday said the move
could seriously “under-
mine trust in the electoral
system”.

Congress general secre-
tary Jairam Ramesh said
the EC should “restore
trust in the electoral sys-
tem with transparency and
honest engagement with
the Opposition’s con-
cerns”. “Trust in the elec-
toral system is paramount
for democracy to function.
EVMs have aroused much
controversy in India. Un-
fortunately, fears of their
misuse have not been sys-
tematically addressed,” the
Congress leader said.

Trust in poll
system is
paramount,
says Congress

The Hindu Bureau
NEW DELHI

The much-vaunted idea of
a united Opposition in Ut-
tar Pradesh is going into a
tailspin, with top Opposi-
tion leaders — including Sa-
majwadi Party (SP) presi-
dent Akhilesh Yadav,
Bahujan Samaj Party (BSP)
supremo Mayawati and
Rashtriya Lok Dal (RLD)
chief Jayant Chaudhary —
likely to skip the Congress’s
Bharat Jodo Yatra when it
enters the State next week. 

The Congress said it had
invited several leaders of
non-BJP parties in U.P. to
take part in the yatra,
which will pass through
Ghaziabad, Baghpat and
Shamli districts in the
State. 

“Our party has a diffe-
rent ideology. The BJP and
the Congress are the same.

If you have an invitation on
your phone, please send it
to me,” said Mr. Yadav,
when asked by pressper-
sons about joining the ya-
tra. However, in the same
conversation, he added,
“Our sentiments are with
their yatra,” though he de-
nied receiving any invite.
Both the SP and the RLD
have maintained that their
leaders have their own en-
gagements and are focus-
ing on strengthening their
respective parties.

In the case of Ms. Maya-
wati, her critical views on
the grand old party is very
clear. 

“The yatra is not a polit-
ical yatra. It is for saving
the ethos and tradition of a
pluralist and democratic
India. We welcome all
those who are joining it
and also those whose senti-
ments are with the Bharat

Jodo Yatra,” senior All In-
dia Congress Committee
functionary Surendra Raj-
put told The Hindu.

It is also believed that
the route of the yatra
which passes through the
sensitive districts of Shamli
and Bhagpat, both of
which have a sizeable Mus-
lim population of about

30%, has also caused con-
cern. The other Opposition
parties feel that through
the yatra, the Congress is
somehow trying to make
inroads into the minority
community which the SP-
RLD alliance considers its
core voter base. The BSP is
also eyeing the Muslim
vote, particularly in west-

ern U.P. The recent induc-
tion of an influential Mus-
lim face, Imran Masood,
into the BSP is being seen
as a step to reach out to
Muslims in the region. 

“It is certain that the
other Opposition parties
are wary of the yatra pass-
ing through these districts
and think that if it streng-
thens the grand old party,
it will be at the cost of wea-
kening other Opposition
groups. Hence they are not
interested,” said Manindra
Nath Thakur, a political
scientist teaching at the
Centre for Political Studies
in Jawaharlal Nehru Un-
iversity. 

The yatra will enter U.P.
through Loni in Ghaziabad
district on January 3. 

Analysts also feel that in
the politically crucial State,
which sends 80 members
to the Lok Sabha, such

scepticism and narrow
considerations may harm
the Opposition’s prospects
to defeat the BJP. Only a
united front can pose a
challenge to the saffron
party in view of results
from the past two polls
where the gap in vote
share between the BJP and
its principal challenger was
at least of 10%. 

In the 2019 Lok Sabha
polls, the BJP’s vote share
was about 49%, which was
10% more than the SP-BSP
alliance. In the 2022 As-
sembly election, the diffe-
rence in the vote share of
the main Opposition al-
liance led by the SP and the
ruling party was 10%.

“Only a united Opposi-
tion has the potential to
emerge victorious in U.P.
against a robust social and
caste combination of the
BJP,” Mr. Thakur said.

In U.P., Cong. yatra brings Opposition fault lines to fore
Mayank Kumar
LUCKNOW

Reaching out: Congress leader Rahul Gandhi with party leaders
during the Bharat Jodo Yatra, in New Delhi on December 24. PTI

M.S. Prabhakara, journal-
ist, academic and author in
English and Kannada,
passed away at his resi-
dence in Kolar on Thurs-
day. He was 87.

He had served as corres-
pondent for The Hindu for
many decades in Assam
and South Africa. 

He was born in Kolar in
Karnataka in 1936, and had
lived for nearly three de-
cades in Assam, first as a
teacher in Gauhati Univer-

sity and later as a corres-
pondent of The Hindu. 

He lived for nearly a de-
cade in South Africa, dur-
ing its most turbulent

years. He was The Hindu’s
first correspondent on the
continent.

Prabhakara had an Ho-
nours degree and a Mas-
ter’s in the English lan-
guage and literature from
Central College, Bengalu-
ru. He taught for four years
in Bengaluru and Dharwad
before joining Gauhati Un-
iversity in 1962.

He resigned from Gau-
hati University in 1975, and
joined Economic and Polit-
ical Weekly. He returned to
Guwahati in June 1983 as
the Special Correspondent

of The Hindu and, later, al-
so Frontline, covering de-
velopments in Assam and
its neighbourhood in
Northeast India, travelling
widely in the region. He re-
tired in 2002. Among his
important works is a col-
lection of essays, Words
and Ideas, and a collection
of his longer analytical es-
says, Looking Back into the
Future: Identity and Insur-
gency in Northeast India.

As per his wishes, the
body has been donated to
M.S. Ramaiah Memorial
Hospital.

Journalist M.S. Prabhakara passes away 
The Hindu Bureau
BENGALURU

M.S. Prabhakara

The Central Board of Film
Certification (CBFC) has di-
rected the makers of Shah
Rukh Khan-starrer Path-
aan to implement “chang-
es” in the movie, including
its songs, in accordance
with Board guidelines, its
chairperson, Prasoon
Joshi, said on Thursday.

The CBFC has asked
production banner Yash
Raj Films to submit the re-
vised version of the spy ac-
tion thriller before its re-
lease next month, Mr. Joshi
said in a statement. He did
not detail the changes
suggested.

Pathaan has been bat-
tling controversy and calls

for a ban after the release
of its song Besharam Rang,
also featuring Deepika Pa-
dukone, on December 12. 

A sequence in the song
showing Deepika in a saf-
fron bikini led to protests
for allegedly hurting “Hin-
du sentiments”.

“The film recently
reached the CBFC exami-
nation committee for certi-
fication. The film went
through the due and tho-
rough examining process
as per the CBFC guidelines.

The committee has guided
the makers to implement
the advised changes in the
film, including the songs,
and submit the revised ver-
sion prior to theatrical re-
lease,” Mr. Joshi said. 

The aim of the CBFC, he
said, is to strike a balance
between creativity of the
makers and sentiments of
the audience and accord-
ingly find a solution.

Those who expressed
their displeasure over
Besharam Rang and de-
manded changes in it in-
clude Madhya Pradesh
Home Minister Narottam
Mishra and the Vishwa
Hindu Parishad. The Mad-
hya Pradesh Ulema Board
also sought a ban for “mis-
representing Islam”.

CBFC wants changes in
Pathaan, directs makers
to submit revised version 
Press Trust of India
MUMBAI

The movie has been
battling controversy
and calls for a ban
after release of its
song Besharam Rang

Day after the Congress
wrote a letter to the Home
Minister expressing con-
cern over security breach-
es during the Bharat Jodo
Yatra, the Central Reserve
Police Force on Thursday
said that all security guide-
lines were strictly fol-
lowed. The Delhi Police al-
so said that a sufficient
number of security per-
sonnel were deployed. 

The CRPF said that since
2020, there have been 113
violations by Mr. Gandhi.
“Security arrangements
made for the protectee
works fine when the pro-
tectee himself adheres to
the security guidelines laid
down,” it said.

Norms were
followed
during yatra,
says CRPF 

The Hindu Bureau
NEW DELHI
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(set by Karaoke)

To solve this puzzle online, 
get across to our crossword site.
@ https://qrgo.page.link/jjpTn

Across

9 Etna erupts in dog star constellation (7)

10 Blue dress - It starts an automobile (3,4)

11 Impassioned to acquire old dodge (5)

12 Judge withdraws support to distressed sister (9)

13 Nit with simpleton in a type of race (3-3-5)

16 He shoots sick tiger with camera phone mostly (15)

18 This instrument translates electrode recording
haphazard involuntary talk primarily (3,8)

22 Hints of nude dancing only in public houses (9)

24 Lady's fingers played koras (5)

25 Prying toms' eyes (7)

26 Recreated again with nothing on for audience (7)

Down
1 Clear off Republican involved in racket (5)

2 Courier in maiden voyage (5)

3 Imagine bloody Mary dead? (8)

4 Killer whale seen around in Colombia crossword (4)

5 Unreliable airline's preferred travel time perhaps? (3-2-5)

6 What about wearing extremely seamless belts? (6)

7 Biblical monsters from the Eastern border invaded into
the two states originally (9)

8 Foolish conspirer caught out, he goes to big house (8)

14 Daughters struggled with laptops essentially that
remain unused for a long time (6,4)

15 8s bury relative as per report (9)

16 Series of whistles after criminal is surrounded by police
aggressively (8)

17 Harrison blasted devices that make powerful sounds (8)

19 The cricket team's flap, initially eight for none (6)

20 Lot of people solving crossword, except Ross (5)

21 Right-hand man gets some sops out of the way (5)

23 20-100 = irritated (4)

+ 13750

SCAN TO PLAY

Our scriptures, our gurus and yogis advice us to lead a life
of detachment. They tell us to shun ambition and embrace
the selfless characteristic of charity. Such injunctions may
appear to be impossible, however, our epics are replete
with examples of people who show us the way forward.
One such exceptional guide is Bharatha, who spurned his
mother’s wresting of the kingdom of Ayodhya from Rama,
said Dhamal Ramakrishnan in a discourse.

Bharatha expresses neither joy nor happiness, only
deep anguish and tells his mother Kaikeyi he was ashamed
to be identified as her son, since what she did was against
dharmic principles. When he goes in search of Rama to re-
fuse the kingdom, and seeks Guha’s help, the latter is in-
itially suspicious of him. After all, who will turn down a
kingdom? However, when Bharatha drops to the ground
and circumambulates the ground where Rama and Sita
had sat, that act allays Guha’s suspicions.

On meeting Rama, Bharatha asks to be allowed in exile
with him. When coaxed by Rama, he assumes the role of a
caretaker, carries Rama’s padhuka as symbolic occupier
of the throne and camps in Nandigram, not Ayodhya. Ever
aware of human nature, he does not want anyone to as-
sume he strayed from dharma and stole his brother’s
crown. He also serves Rama an ultimatum that if the elder
brother fails to return at the end of 14 years to Ayodhya, he
will immolate himself. When the deadline nears, Rama
sends Hanuman ahead to Ayodhya, wondering if Bharatha
had undergone a change of heart. However, a steadfast
Bharatha was on the verge of sacrificing himself. Rama
says Bharatha is the best example of moral values.

Bharatha’s detachment 

FAITH
!

INBRIEF
!

The Indian Air Force (IAF) on Thursday
successfully fired the extended range (ER)
version of BrahMos and air-launched the
supersonic cruise missile against a ship target
from a SU-30MKI fighter aircraft. According to an
IAF statement, “The missile achieved the desired
mission objectives in the Bay of Bengal. The IAF
has achieved a significant boost to carry out
precision strikes against land/sea targets.”

IAF test-fires extended range
BrahMos cruise missile 

In a nationwide crackdown, the CBI has
conducted searches at more than 90 locations in
a case against 73 foreign medical graduates,
besides unknown officials of 14 State medical
councils and the erstwhile Medical Council of
India, for alleged use of fake qualifying
certificates for their registration. Among the
alleged beneficiaries, 21 had taken their degrees
from medical institutions in China, 14 from
Russia, seven from Nepal, six from the former
USSR, and four from Kyrgyzstan.

CBI searches fake listing of
foreign medical graduates 

The Central Bureau of Investigation (CBI) has
registered two cases of alleged bank credit fraud
involving over ₹68 crore against Cox & Kings
Limited. Among those named as accused in both
the cases are the company’s directors Anthony
Bruton Meyrick Good, Ajay Ajit Peter Kerkar and
Urrshila Kerkar. In both cases, they had
contacted the banks for subscription of the
company’s commercial paper (short-term debt
instrument used for raising funds). 

Two cases filed against 
Cox & Kings for bank fraud 

Solution to yesterday’s SudokuSolution to previous puzzle 

SUDOKU
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P
rofessor Kesavan
Veluthat, the presi-
dent of the 81st ses-

sion of the Indian History
Congress, which conclud-
ed in Chennai on Thursday,
shares his views on the
functions of the Indian
Council of Historical Re-
search and on whether
there was democracy in an-
cient India. Excerpts:

How has the Indian
Council of Historical
Research (ICHR)
evolved over the years? 

The ICHR was founded in
1972 when Mrs. Indira
Gandhi was the Prime Mi-
nister and Professor R.S.
Sharma was made its Chair-
man. In the second half of
the 1970s, British historian
[Nicholas] Mansergh pu-
blished Transfer of Power
but that represented the
Empire’s version of transf-
er of power to India. As a
counter to this kind of im-
perialist representation,
the ICHR started a major
project “Towards Free-
dom” and Professor S. Go-

pal was its Director and a
large number of volumes
were published bringing
out documents from the
last years of the British in
India. The ICHR was pro-
moting a kind of historical
research which was secular
in character and was also
scientific wherein the
methodology was
transparent...

But, in the 1990s, when
the BJP government came
to power, it found many of
these findings difficult and
embarrassing. One of the
basis for the RSS and the
BJP politics is the hatred of
minorities. Muslims, Chris-
tians are all non-Indian, an-
ti-Indian and any history

which speaks about anyth-
ing good that is done dur-
ing the period of the Sulta-
nate of Delhi or the Mughal
Empire is unacceptable to
that kind of [RSS/BJP] ide-
ology. The ICHR’s support
of archaeology was inju-
rious to the theory that the

ter 2014, when Mr. [Naren-
dra] Modi became the
Prime Minister, the term of
Dr. Basudev Chatterji as the
ICHR Chairman was termi-
nated and Y. Sudershan
Rao with no visibility in the
academic world was made
the chairman. And now,
only papers of second fid-
dles are being published.

Recently, the ICHR
published a book India:
The Mother of
Democracy. Is there
evidence to suggest
democracy in ancient
India?

In 1911, there was a histor-
ian K.P. Jayaswal, who was

those who argue that India
was the ‘mother of
democracy’.

The Kudavolai system
from Uthiramerur shows
only members of the sabha
can take part and those
who own property in the
village, those who have stu-
died Vedas. Brahmins
alone could participate in
the process. Is this democ-
racy? Republics were only
about the chiefs, the land-
ed magnates of that region,
who, among themselves,
looking after the affairs.
There was no monarchy,
no single ruler and it was a
kind of oligarchy. 

(For full interview, go to
bit.ly/veluthat)

teaching history in the Cal-
cutta University. He wrote a
series of articles about the
republics and kingdoms in
the 6th century BC. One of
the things that he found
about some of them was
there was no monarchical
rule during the Mahajana-
padas and that they were
republican and self-govern-
ing and that they were de-
mocratically organised. Af-
ter pressure from the
British, he was asked to re-
sign but his writings were
later published as a book,
which was named Hindu
Polity: A Constitutional His-
tory of India in Hindu
Times. So, this book is ac-
tually the foundation for

original home of the
Aryans was India. If
Aryans’ homeland is out-
side, then the Vedas are al-
so from outside, and what
is there for you to hate
about the Muslims, Chris-
tians? The latter half of the
1930s and early 1940s, etc.,
were periods when the RSS
was hand-in-glove with the
British. The documents re-
lating to that were being
published and it was em-
barrassing to the BJP natu-
rally. The BJP, which is
playing the cards of nation-
alism, found this past very
embarrassing. The Vaj-
payee government stopped
publication of this “To-
wards Freedom” series. Af-

‘ICHR now publishes only papers of those playing second fiddle’
The BJP found some documents published earlier by the Indian Council of Historical Research embarrassing, says the president of the just-concluded 81st session of the Indian History Congress

INTERVIEW 
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Kesavan Veluthat

Dennis S. Jesudasan

T
he State Informa-
tion Commission
of Tamil Nadu has

been the worst performing
in responsiveness under
the Right to Information
Act, furnishing only 14% of
the information sought. 

Maharashtra was the se-
cond worst, sharing 23% of
the information asked for,
according to a report card
on the performance of In-
formation Commissions
(ICs) in India for 2021-22 by
the Satark Nagrik
Sangathan.

Only 10 ICs provided full
information in response to
the RTI applications filed
as part of this assessment.
These included Andhra
Pradesh, Haryana and
Jharkhand and the north-
eastern States of Sikkim,
Nagaland and Tripura. 

The organisation said
that as part of the assess-
ment, in order to access in-
formation about the func-
tioning of ICs, it filed RTI
applications with the 28
State Information Commis-
sions (SICs) and the Cen-
tral Information Commis-
sion (CIC). 

“A total of 145 RTI appli-
cations were filed seeking
identical information from
all the 29 ICs. The RTI ap-
plications were tracked to
assess how each IC per-
formed as a public authori-

ty, in terms of maintaining
and disclosing informa-
tion,” it said.

“The SIC of Tamil Nadu
was the worst performing
as it denied most of the in-
formation sought, includ-
ing regarding the number
of appeals and complaints
dealt with by the IC, details
of penalty imposed and
compensation awarded
stating that the informa-
tion could be provided on-
ly ‘after getting the appro-
val of State Legislative
Assembly’,” though no
such provision exists in the
RTI Act. 

No orders passed
The SIC of Chhattisgarh de-
nied information on sever-
al points stating that under
the prevailing State rules,
in one application, infor-
mation on only one topic
could be sought, while the
SIC of Bihar, which failed
to provide any information
under the RTI Act for the

assessments published in
2020 and 2021, significant-
ly improved its perfor-
mance and furnished 67%
of the information that was
sought.

The report card further
said that a large number of
ICs across the country
were returning cases with-
out passing orders. Uttar
Pradesh and Andhra Pra-
desh returned around 40%
of the appeals or com-
plaints received by them. 

Of the 18 Information
Commissioners who pro-
vided relevant informa-
tion, the assessment found
that 11 returned appeals or
complaints without pass-
ing any orders. 

It also found that several
ICs have an extremely low
rate of disposal per com-
missioner. Of all the 29 ICs,
only the CIC has adopted a
norm on the number of ap-
peals or complaints to be
disposed of by each com-
missioner in one year.

Study shows T.N. is
worst performing in
RTI responsiveness
While the Tamil Nadu Information Commission furnished only 14% of the
details sought, Maharashtra was second worst, sharing 23% of data

Sreeparna Chakrabarty
NEW DELHI

A group of passengers
slapped a co-traveller on-
board a Thai Smile aircraft
at least 20 times, pulled his
hair and punched him as
their flight was getting rea-
dy for take-off from Bang-
kok to Kolkata on Decem-
ber 26. Yet the airline did
not deem the incident a se-
curity risk and the pilots
took off after a short delay.

On Thursday, as the vi-
deo of the in-flight assault
went viral, the Bureau of
Civil Aviation Security
stepped in and filed a pol-
ice complaint in Kolkata
against all passengers in-
volved. 

The complaint included
Amid Mohammad Hus-
sain, the passenger who
was slapped, as well as S.K.
Azaruddin, who can be
seen in the video raining
blows, and other passen-
gers involved in the scuffle.

Incident report
According to the airline’s
incident report filed to the
Directorate General of Civil
Aviation, as the Thai Smile
flight was preparing for
take off from Bangkok, Mr.
Hussain, who occupied
seat 37 C, refused to obey
safety instructions and
straighten his seat despite
repeated requests. He
maintained that he suf-
fered from a backache.

The flight attendant ex-
plained to Mr. Hussain that
a reclined seat posed a sa-
fety risk as during evacua-
tion it could block the
movement of passengers

seated behind him, and
could also prevent the oc-
cupant of the seat from
performing a brace posi-
tion during an emergency,
but the passenger re-
mained adamant.

Later, when the seatbelt
sign was turned on, Mr.
Hussain refused to wear
his seatbelt. This beha-
viour led to Mr. Azaruddin
getting agitated, who then
approached Mr. Hussain
and started slapping him
non stop. He was then
joined by at least three oth-
er passengers who also hit
the man on his face and
punched him as Mr. Aza-
ruddin grabbed him by his
hair.

Delayed take-off
Amid the melee, the Cap-
tain delayed the take-off
until the passengers re-
turned to their seats.

Subsequently, the pilots
started the journey. The
cabin crew ensured that

Mr. Hussain was not served
alcohol during the flight.

The airline, in its report,
did not consider the inci-
dent or the passengers a
safety risk, nor did it take
any corrective measure
such as offloading the pas-
sengers involved or report-
ing them to the local police
on landing. 

The airlines comments
in the columns on risk ana-
lysis and corrective action
in the incident report read
“not available”.

Thai Smile’s representa-
tive in India, Narsimha
Rao, declined to comment
on why the airline did not
act against the passenger
or report them.

THAI Smile’s India office
tweeted, “THAI Smile Air-
ways feels sorry for this.
We reaffirm that the inci-
dent has been taken care of
as we followed the flight sa-
fety procedures in accor-
dance with international
standards.” 

Despite scuffle aboard, flight
takes off; BCAS files plaint
against accused passengers
Jagriti Chandra
NEW DELHI 

Outside the ring: Passengers attacking a man onboard the Thai
Smile aircraft. SPECIAL ARRANGEMENT
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A
fresh barrage of
Russian missile
strikes battered Uk-

raine on Thursday, wound-
ing at least five people, in-
cluding a teenager and
cutting electricity in the
west.

On Thursday morning,
blasts were reported
across the vast country, in-
cluding in the Ukrainian
capital, the second city
Kharkiv in the east and the
western city of Lviv on the
border with Poland. Most
of Lviv, where Russian
strikes are still rare, was
left without electricity, its
Mayor Andriy Sadoviy said.

The missiles struck even
the western region of Iva-
no-Frankivsk at the footh-
ills of the picturesque Car-
pathian Mountains located
nearly 1,000 km from Rus-
sia. “The enemy keeps re-
sorting to its missile terror
against the peaceful citi-
zens of Ukraine,” said Uk-

raine’s commander-in-
chief General Valeriy Za-
luzhny, adding that Russia
had unleashed a wave of
air and sea-based cruise
missiles. Gen. Zaluzhny
said Russia had launched
69 cruise missiles, 54 of
which were shot down.

Presidential aide Myk-
haylo Podolyak said earlier
that more than 120 missiles
had been fired. The attacks
came 10 months into Mos-
cow’s invasion of Ukraine.
In recent weeks Russian

strikes have been battering
the country’s energy grid,
leaving millions in the cold
and dark in the middle of
winter.

Subjugation of Ukraine
The U.S. Embassy in Kyiv
said on Twitter that Mos-
cow was ramping up its
campaign of attacks,
“cruelly wielding cold and
dark” against Ukraine. 

“Russia does not want
peace with Ukraine. Russia
wants the subjugation of

Ukraine,” added British
Ambassador Melinda Sim-
mons. As Ukraine came
under fresh attacks, Rus-
sian President Vladimir Pu-
tin took part by video link
in a ceremony that saw a
nuclear-powered subma-
rine, the Emperor Alexan-
der III, put to sea. Western
intelligence have said Rus-
sia is struggling to meet the
ordnance needs for the in-
vasion, but Moscow has re-
futed this.

“We will never run out
of Kalibrs,” the Russian De-
fence Ministry said on mes-
saging app Telegram, refer-
ring to the cruise missiles
used to batter Ukraine.

Moscow has accused
pro-Kyiv forces of targeting
Russian military sites and
civilian infrastructure.

Ukrainian Energy Minis-
ter German Galushchenko
said the situation was
“tough” in the west of the
country and the regions of
Odessa and Kyiv and
warned there would be
power shutdowns.

From square one: Rescuers clear debris of homes destroyed by a
missile attack on the outskirts of Kyiv on Thursday. AFP

Russian missile barrage
batters Ukrainian cities 
Kyiv says ‘the enemy had launched 69 cruise missiles, 54 of which were shot down’; warns of
emergency power shutdowns; Energy Minister says the situation remains ‘tough’ in the west

Agence France-Presse
KYIV 

Benjamin Netanyahu was
sworn into office Thursday,
taking the helm of the most
right-wing and religiously
conservative government
in Israel’s history and vow-
ing to implement policies
that could cause domestic
and regional turmoil and
alienate the country’s clos-
est allies.

Mr. Netanyahu took the
oath of office moments af-
ter Parliament passed a
vote of confidence in his
government. 

His return marks his
sixth term in office, conti-
nuing his more than de-
cade-long dominance over
Israeli politics.

His new government
has pledged to prioritise
settlement expansion in
the occupied West Bank,
extend massive subsidies
to his ultra-Orthodox allies

and push for sweeping re-
form of the judicial system
that could endanger the
country’s democratic
institutions.

Longest serving PM 
Mr. Netanyahu is the coun-
try’s longest serving Prime
Minister, having held office
from 2009 until 2021 and a
stint in the 1990s. 

He was ousted from of-
fice last year after four dea-
dlocked elections by a coa-
lition of eight parties solely

united in their opposition
to his rule while on trial for
corruption.

That coalition broke
apart in June, and Mr. Ne-
tanyahu and his ultrana-
tionalist and ultra-Ortho-
dox allies secured a
parliamentary majority in
November's election.

“I hear the constant
cries of the opposition
about the end of the coun-
try and democracy,” said
Mr. Netanyahu after taking
the podium in Parliament
ahead of the government's
formal swearing-in on
Thursday afternoon. “Op-
position members: to lose
in elections is not the end
of democracy, this is the
essence of democracy.” 

Mr. Netanyahu heads a
government comprised a
hard-line religious ultrana-
tionalist party dominated
by West Bank settlers, two
ultra-Orthodox parties and
his nationalist Likud party.

Netanyahu sworn in as head
of Israel’s new far-right govt. 

Benjamin Netanyahu 

Agence France-Presse
JERUSALEM 

Belarus said a Ukrainian
missile fell on its territory
on Thursday, raising fears
of the conflict spilling over,
with the Moscow ally send-
ing investigators to esta-
blish the cause of the inci-
dent. 

President Alexander Lu-
kashenko “was immediate-
ly informed”, said a state-
ment posted on a Telegram
channel close to the presi-
dency. It said an S-300 mis-
sile from Ukrainian territo-
ry landed between 10 a.m.
and 11 a.m. local time, but
gave no location. Accord-
ing to leads considered by
the authorities, the missile
either deviated from its tra-
jectory or was shot down
by Belarusian air defences.
The statement said there
was no information yet
about possible injuries or
casualties.

Ukrainian
missile lands
in Belarus 

Agence France-Presse
MOSCOW

X

At least 19 people were killed and many others are feared dead in a
fire at a Cambodian casino, officials said, with a rescuer describing
how victims hurled themselves from a ledge in a desperate bid to
escape the flames. The blaze at the Grand Diamond City
hotel-casino in Poipet broke out late on Wednesday night. AFP

At least 19 killed, scores injured in
casino fire in Cambodian town 

POIPET

AFP
X

G7 Foreign Ministers on Thursday called on the Taliban to “urgently
reverse” a ban on women working in Afghanistan’s aid sector. The
G7 Ministers said in a joint statement they were “gravely concerned
that the Taliban’s reckless order... puts at risk millions of Afghans
who depend on humanitarian assistance for their survival”. AFP

G7 tells Taliban to ‘urgently
reverse’ ban on women aid staff 

LONDON

AFP
X

Kosovo reopened the country’s main border crossing with Serbia on
Thursday, while Serbia’s President Aleksandar Vucic said more than
a dozen other Serb roadblocks in Kosovo also would be dismantled.
The move could defuse weeks of tensions between Kosovo and
Serbia that triggered fears of new clashes in the Balkans. AP

Kosovo reopens Serbia border
crossing, roadblocks yet to go 

MITROVICA

AFP

Moves by several countries
to mandate COVID-19 tests
for passengers arriving
from China reflect global
concern that new variants
could emerge in its ongo-
ing explosive outbreak —
and that the government
may not inform the rest of
the world quickly enough.

There have been no re-
ports of new variants to
date, but China has been
accused of not being forth-
coming about the virus
since it first surfaced in the
country in late 2019. The

worry is that it may not be
sharing data now on any
signs of evolving strains
that could spark fresh out-
breaks elsewhere. 

The U.S., Japan, India,
South Korea, Taiwan and
Italy have announced test-
ing requirements for pas-
sengers from China. The
U.S. cited both the surge in
infections and what it said

was a lack of information,
including genomic se-
quencing of the virus
strains in the country.

Chinese Foreign Minis-
try spokesperson Wang
Wenbin noted on Thurs-
day that many countries
have not changed their pol-
icies for travellers from
China and said that any
measures should treat peo-
ple from all countries
equally.

Chinese health officials
have said the current out-
break is being driven by
versions of the omicron
variant that have also been
detected elsewhere. 

Lack of info on China’s COVID
surge stirs global concern 
Associated Press
BEIJING

China has been
accused of not being
forthcoming about
the virus since it first
surfaced in 2019

South Korea staged large-
scale military drills on
Thursday to simulate
shooting down drones as a
step to bolster its readiness
against North Korean pro-
vocations, three days after
the North flew drones into
its territory for the first
time in five years.

Thursday’s training in-
volved land-based anti-air
guns, drones playing the
role of enemy drones, and
a total of 20 fighter jets, at-
tack helicopters and un-
manned assets. While
there was no actual live-

fire, it was still the coun-
try’s first set of major anti-
drone drills since 2017, ac-
cording to military
authorities.

Also on Thursday, South

Korean President Yoon Suk
Yeol reiterated his push to
build a stronger air de-
fence and get tough on
North Korean
provocations.

Seoul stages drills simulating
downing of N. Korean drones
Associated Press
SEOUL

Test fire: South Korean soldiers operating a 20-mm Vulcan rotary
cannon during a drill on Thursday in Yangju. GETTY IMAGES

The U.S. State Department
approved on Wednesday
the $180 million sale of
vehicle-launched anti-tank
systems to Taiwan, the
Pentagon said, the latest
weapons deal between the
self-governed island and its
main ally.

Taiwan would receive
Volcano anti-tank muni-
tion-laying systems, am-
munition, logistics support
packages and other servic-
es, according to Pentagon.

U.S. approves
$180-million
weapons sale
to Taiwan

Agence France-Presse
WASHINGTON

A Chinese military plane
came within 20 feet of a
U.S. Air Force aircraft and
forced it to take evasive
manoeuvres to avoid a col-
lision in international air-
space over the South China
Sea last week, the U.S. mil-
itary said on Thursday.

The incident, which in-
volved a Chinese Navy J-11
fighter jet and a U.S. Air
Force RC-135 aircraft, took
place on December 21, the
U.S. military added in a
statement.

‘Chinese jet
came within
20 feet of U.S.
military plane’ 

Reuters
WASHINGTON

X

Brazilian President-elect Luiz Inacio Lula da Silva on Thursday
announced a final batch of 16 Cabinet members ahead of his
January 1 inauguration. Among Thursday’s highlights were Marina
Silva for Environment Minister and Senator Simone Tebet as
Planning and Budget Minister. REUTERS

Brazil’s Lula gives Marina Silva,
Simone Tebet key Cabinet roles 

BRASILIA

REUTERS
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MARKET WATCH

THURSDAY % CHANGE

Sensexdddddddddddddddddddddddddddddd 61,134 dddddddddddddddddddddd0.37
US Dollardddddddddddddddddddddddddddd82.87 dddddddddddddddddddd -0.08
Gold dddddddddddddddddddddddddddddddddd 54,963 dddddddddddddddddddd -0.29 
Brent oil ddddddddddddddddddddddddddddd82.12 ddddddddddddddddddddd 0.00 

NIFTY 50

PRICE CHANGE

Adani Enter. . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . 3810.60. . . . . . . . . . 12.90

Adani Ports. . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . . . 819.55. . . . . . . . . . . . 9.20

Apollo Hosp. . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . 4524.45. . . . . . . . -64.20

Asian Paints. . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . 3115.15. . . . . . . . . . -8.55

Axis Bank . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . . . 934.55. . . . . . . . . . . . 9.85

Bajaj Auto . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . 3568.80. . . . . . . . -18.05

Bajaj Finserv . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . 1511.70. . . . . . . . -11.00

Bajaj Finance . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . 6510.90. . . . . . . . . . 34.80

Bharti Airtel . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . . . 820.75. . . . . . . . . . 16.95

BPCL . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . . . 327.20. . . . . . . . . . . . 3.10

Britannia Ind . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . 4348.30. . . . . . . . -37.65

Cipla. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . 1087.55. . . . . . . . . . . . 1.75

Coal India . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . . . 221.65. . . . . . . . . . -1.55

Divis Lab . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . 3412.20. . . . . . . . -34.15

Dr Reddys Lab. . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . 4260.60. . . . . . . . . . . . 7.85

Eicher Motors . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . 3281.20. . . . . . . . . . 69.65

Grasim Ind . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . 1752.75. . . . . . . . . . . . 0.20

HCL Tech . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . 1044.45. . . . . . . . . . . . 9.00

HDFC . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . 2675.40. . . . . . . . . . . . 4.10

HDFC Bank . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . 1641.30. . . . . . . . . . 11.50

HDFC Life. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . . . 571.00. . . . . . . . . . . . 2.80

Hero MotoCorp . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . 2722.20. . . . . . . . . . 25.60

Hindalco . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . . . 469.90. . . . . . . . . . . . 3.95

Hind Unilever . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . 2568.05. . . . . . . . -15.55

ICICI Bank. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . . . 908.05. . . . . . . . . . . . 9.10

IndusInd Bank. . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . 1231.15. . . . . . . . . . 17.00

Infosys . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . 1517.55. . . . . . . . . . . . 7.40

ITC . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . . . 335.35. . . . . . . . . . . . 0.95

JSW Steel . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . . . 769.40. . . . . . . . . . . . 7.70

Kotak Bank. . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . 1818.75. . . . . . . . . . -1.35

L&T. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . 2110.90. . . . . . . . -10.20

M&M . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . 1262.35. . . . . . . . . . 10.00

Maruti Suzuki . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . 8435.80. . . . . . . . . . 14.75

NestleIndia . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . 19808.00. . . . . . . . -35.60

NTPC . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . . . 166.75. . . . . . . . . . . . 0.90

ONGC . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . . . 144.65. . . . . . . . . . . . 0.75

PowerGrid Corp . . . . . . .. . . . . . . . . 215.75. . . . . . . . . . . . 0.00

Reliance Ind . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . 2543.30. . . . . . . . . . -1.15

SBI Life. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . 1258.60. . . . . . . . . . 16.55

State Bank. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . . . 611.80. . . . . . . . . . 10.75

Sun Pharma . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . 1000.55. . . . . . . . . . . . 5.55

TataConsumerPro-

duct. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . . . 776.10. . . . . . . . . . -4.05

Tata Motors . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . . . 385.90. . . . . . . . . . -5.40

Tata Steel . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . . . 111.75. . . . . . . . . . . . 1.75

TCS . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . 3268.75. . . . . . . . . . 11.65

Tech Mahindra . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . 1013.20. . . . . . . . . . -3.05

Titan. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . 2553.25. . . . . . . . -26.90

UltraTech Cement. . . .. . . . . . . 6982.20. . . . . . . . -71.60

UPL . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . . . 722.55. . . . . . . . . . -1.00

Wipro . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . . . 390.75. . . . . . . . . . . . 2.95

EXCHANGE RATES

Indicative direct rates in rupees a unit except yen at 4
p.m. on December 29

CURRENCY TT BUY TT SELL

US Dollar . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . 82.60. . . . . . . . . . 82.92

Euro. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . 87.84. . . . . . . . . . 88.18

British Pound . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . 99.35. . . . . . . . . . 99.77

Japanese Yen (100). . . . . . .. . . . . 61.75. . . . . . . . . . 61.99

Chinese Yuan. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . 11.86. . . . . . . . . . 11.91

Swiss Franc. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . 89.21. . . . . . . . . . 89.56

Singapore Dollar . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . 61.23. . . . . . . . . . 61.48

Canadian Dollar . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . 60.74. . . . . . . . . . 60.98

Malaysian Ringitt . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . 18.67. . . . . . . . . . 18.75

Australian Dollar . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . 55.45. . . . . . . . . . 55.70

Source:Indian Bank

CapitaLand India Trust has agreed to acquire an
IT park in Pune for ₹1,350 crore. As per a
statement, CapitaLand India Trust, through its
wholly-owned subsidiary Ecospace IT Park Pvt.
Ltd., has entered into agreements for the
acquisition of almost 100% of International Tech
Park Pune – Hinjawadi, Pune. Ascendas IT Park
(Pune) owns this IT park, an IT SEZ with a total
floor area of about 2.3 million sq. ft. The asset is
almost fully eased to IT/ITeS tenants. PTI

CapitaLand India Trust to buy
IT park in Pune for ₹1,350 cr. 

Having achieved greenhouse gas (GHG) reduction
of more than 57% in the last eight years, JK Tyre
said it had set a target to become carbon neutral
by 2050. “The company’s focus is to work on
substituting energy needs with renewable
sources,” CMD Raghupati Singhania said. “In this
direction, JK Tyre is meeting its fair amount of
thermal energy requirement through other
sources, replacing coal,” he added.

JK Tyre sets 2050 target to
become carbon neutral

Sport

I
ndia’s current account
balance recorded a
deficit of $36.4 billion

(or a nine-year high of 4.4%
of GDP) in the quarter end-
ed September, rising from
$18.2 billion (2.2%) in the
previous quarter. Deficit
for the year-earlier period
came in at $9.7 billion
(1.3%), according to data
released by the Reserve
Bank of India (RBI) on
Thursday.

Underlying the current
account deficit (CAD) in Q2
was the widening of the

merchandise trade deficit
to $83.5 billion in Q2 from
$63 billion in April-June
and an increase in net out-
go under investment in-

come, the RBI said.
In the first six months to

September, India recorded
a CAD of 3.3% of GDP,
again on the back of a

sharp increase in goods
trade deficit, compared
with 0.2% a year earlier.

Net invisible receipts
were higher in the first six
months, year-on-year (y-o-
y), due to higher net re-
ceipts of services and priv-
ate transfers. Services ex-
ports in Q2 grew 30.2%
y-o-y on rising software ex-
ports, business and travel
services. Private transfer
receipts, mainly represent-
ing remittances by Indians
employed overseas, rose
29.7% to $27.4 billion.

Net foreign direct invest-
ment slid to $6.4 billion
from $8.7 billion. Net fo-

reign portfolio investment
in Q2 saw higher inflows of
$6.5 billion compared with
$3.9 billion a year earlier.

‘Q1 CAD revised down’
Net external commercial
borrowings clocked an out-
flow of $0.4 billion versus
an inflow of $4.3 billion. 

Non-resident deposits
saw net inflow of $2.5 bil-
lion versus net outflow of
$0.8 billion. The CAD for
the first quarter has been
revised downwards from
$23.9 billion (2.8% of GDP)
due to downward adjust-
ment in Customs data, the
Reserve Bank said.

Current account deficit widens in Q2
to 9-year high of 4.4% on trade gap
Private transfer receipts, mainly representing remittances by Indians overseas, expand 29.7%; services exports grow 30%,
spurred by rising software exports, business and travel services; for the six months to Sept., CAD came in at 3.3% of GDP

The Hindu Bureau
MUMBAI

The Indian economy is
confronting strong global
headwinds, yet sound ma-
croeconomic fundamen-
tals and healthy balance
sheets are providing
strength and resilience, en-
gendering financial system
stability, the Reserve Bank
of India (RBI) said. 

“Buoyant demand for
bank credit and early signs
of a revival in investment
cycle are benefiting from
improved asset quality, re-
turn to profitability and

strong capital and liquidity
buffers of scheduled com-
mercial banks (SCBs),” the
RBI said in its Financial Sta-
bility Report.

The gross non-perform-
ing asset ratio of scheduled
commercial banks (SCBs)

fell to a seven-year low of
5% while net non-perform-
ing assets dropped to 10-
year low of 1.3% in Septem-
ber as per the report.

“Macro stress tests for
credit risk reveal SCBs
would be able to comply
with the minimum capital
requirements even under
severe stress scenarios. 

“The system-level capi-
tal-to-risk weighted assets
ratio in September 2023,
under baseline, medium
and severe stress scena-
rios, is projected at 14.9%,
14% and 13.1%, respective-
ly,” the RBI said. 

“The banking system is
sound and well-capital-
ised,” said Reserve Bank of
India Governor Shaktikan-
ta Das. 

“In spite of formidable
global headwinds, external
accounts remain well-
cushioned,” he added.

Going forward, climate
change, dealing with unan-
ticipated shocks, further
strengthening financial
system buffers, harnessing
fintech innovations and
deepening financial inclu-
sion would continue to get
priority from regulators
and policymakers.

Indian economy presents a picture
of resilience amid global shocks: Das 
The Hindu Bureau
MUMBAI

The CBIC has asked tax of-
ficers to abide by the NCLT
order in insolvency cases
and recover only GST dues
finalised by the tribunal.

In a circular, the Central
Board of Indirect Taxes
and Customs said the Na-
tional Company Law Tri-
bunal proceedings under
the Insolvency and Bank-
ruptcy Code will be co-
vered under Sec. 84 of the
Central GST Act — dealing
with recovery.

Taxmen must
recover only
dues finalised
by NCLT: CBIC

Press Trust of India
NEW DELHI

India’s 5G smartphone
shipments will exceed that
of 4G shipments by the end
of next year, driven by the
mass adoption of the high-
speed network and the rise
in sale of handsets in the
lower-price bands, market
research firm Counter-
point said on Thursday.

Although India’s smart-
phone shipments are esti-
mated to dip this year on
component supply issues
and macroeconomic fac-
tors, 5G will continue to

push demand in 2023, the
firm added. 5G data speed
is expected to be about 10
times faster than that of
4G. 5G handset share in the
sub-₹20,000 price band is
expected to surge to 30%
in 2023 from 4% last year.

‘India 5G smartphone
shipments to cross
4G by end of 2023’
Reuters
BENGALURU

Speciality chemical maker
Survival Technologies has
filed preliminary papers
with markets regulator Se-
bi to mop up ₹1,000 crore
through an Initial Public
Offering (IPO).

The IPO comprises a
fresh issue of equity shares
aggregating to up to ₹200
crore, and an Offer For
Sale aggregating to up to
₹800 crore by its promo-
ters and promoter group
shareholders, as per Draft
Red Herring Prospectus.

Survival Tech
files papers 
with SEBI for
₹1,000-cr. IPO

Press Trust of India
NEW DELHI

Indian banks could conti-
nue to actively raise funds
via debt markets in the Ja-
nuary-March quarter as
they look to strengthen
their capital base and fi-
nance credit demand, ana-
lysts and bankers said.

“The market condition
is conducive, if you look at
the long-term rates for
bonds,” said Soumyajit Ni-
yogi, director, core Analyti-
cal Group at India Ratings
and Research. 

Indian banks raised an

aggregate of ₹611.94 billion
in October-December,
more than double the
₹301.34 billion raised in Ju-
ly-September, according to
data compiled by Reuters.

Banks are set to raise at
least ₹300 billion in Janu-
ary-March, as they look to
lock in funding in a tighten-
ing liquidity situation.

‘Banks’ fundraising
spree to continue, to
help enhance capital’
Reuters
MUMBAI

Banks are set to raise
at least ₹300 bn in
Jan.-March, to lock in
funding given tight
liquidity conditions

BENGALURU: Star Glory, who has
been well tuned, is expected to
score in the Karnataka Police
Trophy (1,200m), the feature
event of the races to be held here
on Friday (Dec. 30). False rails
(width about 8.5m from 1,600m to
the winning post) will be in
position.

1 TAPTI PLATE (DIV. II),
(1,400m), rated 00 to 25, 5-y-o

& over, 1-45 p.m.: 1. She’s Innocent
(8) Chethan K 60, 2. Master Of Suc-
cess (2) R. Pradeep 59.5, 3. Artiana
(4) Vinod Shinde 59, 4. Country’s
Jewel (3) Darshan 58.5, 5. He’s The
One (1) Salman K 57.5, 6. Com-
mandpost (7) Kiran Rai 56, 7.
Konichiwa (6) Likith Appu 55, 8.
Star Citizen (5) B. Nayak 53.5 and
9. Regal Force (9) I. Chisty 53.
1. REGAL FORCE, 2. KONICHIWA, 3.
COUNTRY’S JEWEL

2 GANGA PLATE (1,600m), rated
00 to 25, 2-15: 1. Emeraldo (2)

B. Dharshan 62.5, 2. Southernaris-
tocrat (8) A. Qureshi 62.5, 3. Sekh-
met (4) R. Pradeep 62, 4. Speed
Seven (3) L.A. Rozario 61, 5. Baba
Voss (7) Darshan 60.5, 6. Lu-
minary Star (5) I. Chisty 60.5, 7.
Memorable Time (6) Likith Appu
59.5 and 8. Exalted Dream (1)
Jagadeesh 57.5.
1. SOUTHERNARISTOCRAT, 2.
SPEED SEVEN, 3. SEKHMET

3 VINDICATION PLATE (1,400m),
maiden 2-y-o only, (Terms), 2-

45: 1. Double Scotch (2) P.S.
Chouhan 56, 2. Dynamic Force (3)
Akshay K 56, 3. Granpar (4) Trevor
56, 4. Knotty Challenger (6)
Nazerul 56, 5. Anzac Pipernal (5)
Srinath 54.5 and 6. Fondness Of
You (1) Suraj 54.5.
1. ANZAC PIPERNAL, 2. DOUBLE
SCOTCH

4 HARANGI PLATE (2,000m),
rated 20 to 45, 3-15: 1. Twilight

Tornado (2) Darshan 61, 2. Stormy
Ocean (3) Trevor 58, 3. Aquamatic
(5) Srinath 55, 4. Banksy (4) Neeraj
55, 5. Castaneda (7) Akshay K 55,
6. Bruce Almighty (1) Rayan 54 and
7. Rule Of Law (6) I. Chisty 50.5.
1. STORMY OCEAN, 2. AQUAMATIC

5 PHAR LAP PLATE (1,400m),
rated 40 to 65, 5-y-o & over, 3-

45: 1. Green Channel (6) Srinath
60, 2. Memoriter (4) Chethan K
60, 3. Silver Dew (7) Darshan 59, 4.
Elusive Girl (2) L.A. Rozario 58, 5.
Southern Ruler (5) Nazerul 57.5, 6.
The Response (8) Sai Kiran 57.5, 7.
Southern Power (3) Akshay K 55,
8. Golden Time (9) G. Vivek 54.5
and 9. Benediction (1) Jagadeesh
53.5.
1. GREEN CHANNEL, 2. GOLDEN
TIME, 3. MEMORITER

6 KARNATAKA POLICE TROPHY
(1,200m), rated 60 to 85, 4-15:

1. De Villiers (6) P.S. Chouhan 60,
2. Forever Together (4) L.A. Roz-
ario 57, 3. Aztec Queen (5) Akshay
K 56, 4. Indian Patriot (2) Likith

Appu 56, 5. Kensington Court (7)
Trevor 55.5, 6. Star Glory (3) Suraj
55, 7. Silver Ikon (1) P. Siddaraju
54.5 and 8. Hukum (8) B. Nayak
53.5.
1. STAR GLORY, 2. KENSINGTON
COURT, 3. AZTEC QUEEN

7 KALI PLATE (1,600m), rated 20
to 45, 5-y-o & over, 4-45: 1. Pe-

luche (3) Darshan 61.5, 2. Kings
Speech (8) B. Dharshan 61, 3. Eco
Friendly (5) Sai Kiran 60, 4. Al-
manach (7) Srinath 59.5, 5. Queen
Regnant (4) A. Imran 59, 6. Dr Lo-
gan (2) L.A. Rozario 57.5, 7. Lycur-
gus (1) P. Siddaraju 57.5 and 8. Je
Ne Sais Quoi (6) Indrajeet S 55.5.
1. ALMANACH, 2. KINGS SPEECH, 3.
PELUCHE

8 TAPTI PLATE (DIV. I),
(1,400m), rated 00 to 25, 5-y-o

& over, 5-15: 1. Princess Jasmine (1)
Likith Appu 62.5, 2. Singhsaab (2)
A. Qureshi 62.5, 3. Rorito (4) A. Im-
ran 61.5, 4. Altamonte (7) Darshan
60.5, 5. Thunderstruck (5) Sai
Kiran 60.5, 6. Sweet Kiss (9)
Nazerul 60, 7. Apollo Light (6)
Vinod Shinde 58.5, 8. Elite Agent
(3) Kiran Rai 58.5 and 9. Praia Do
Cassino (8) P. Siddaraju 55.5.
1. THUNDERSTRUCK, 2. ALTA-
MONTE, 3. PRINCESS JASMINE
Day’s best: STAR GLORY
Double: ANZAC PIPERNAL —
GREEN CHANNEL
Jkt: 4, 5, 6, 7 and 8; Tr (i): 3, 4 and
5; (ii): 6, 7 and 8.

Star Glory primed to deliver in feature 

With inflation averaging at
more than 6% through
2022 and interest rates ris-
ing, there is an economic
rationale for returns on
small savings instruments
such as the Public Provi-
dent Fund (PPF) to be
raised for the first quarter
of 2023, but the govern-
ment may opt to maintain
status quo to keep its own
borrowing costs in check.  

The Finance Ministry,
slated to announce rates
for January to March 2023
on Friday, had effected mi-
nor hikes of 0.1% to 0.3%

on five out of 12  small sa-
vings instruments for the
current quarter. While this
was the first hike since Ja-
nuary 2019, the returns on
several schemes such as
the popular PPF were left
untouched.  

As per Reserve Bank of
India, the rates on these
schemes, based on a for-
mula linked to the yields
on government securities

(G-secs), are 44 to 77 basis
points (bps) below their
formula-implied rates. 

One bp equals 0.01%. As
per the formula, the PPF
return should have been
set at 7.72% instead of the
current 7.1%. Also, rates on
nine of the 12 schemes
were 55 bps-77bps lower
than the formula.   

Bank of Baroda chief
economist Madan Sabnavis
said it is crucial to protect
vulnerable, low-income
groups and senior citizens
who park their savings in
the schemes from the im-
pact of high inflation, and
it would be ideal to follow
the formula-based rates.   

The Centre may opt
to maintain status
quo on small savings
rates to control 
its borrowing costs 

Will the year 2023 bring
succour for small savings? 
Vikas Dhoot
NEW DELHI

Bengaluru riders Alimon
Saidalavi and Hemanth
Muddappa scored domi-
nating wins in their respec-
tive superbike categories in
the third round of the
MMSC FMSCI Indian Na-
tional Motorcycle Drag
Racing Championship
2022 at the Madras Interna-
tional Circuit, here on
Thursday.

Alimon continued his
win-spree in the Unres-
tricted category as he took
the honours on a Kawasaki
Ninja H2, in a record time

of 7.556 seconds over 302
metres to repeat his se-
cond-round victory on
Wednesday, as he finished
ahead of Hemanth Mud-
dappa (Mantra Racing) and
Attaulla Baig, also from
Bengaluru.

Alimon, thus, set the fas-
test time at the MIC, better-
ing the previous best of
7.749 by Muddappa. The
victory also gave Alimon
an unassailable 32-point
lead over Baig in the cham-
pionship standings with a
round to spare. The fourth
and concluding round of
the 2022 Championship
will be run at the same ve-
nue on Friday. 

The winners (Round-3,

Provisional, all 4-Stroke Super
Sport unless mentioned):
Unrestricted: Alimon Saidalavi
(Bengaluru) (7.556secs).
1051-1650cc: Hemanth
Muddappa (Mantra Racing,
Bengaluru) (7.910). 851-1050cc
(Support race): Saurabh Parabh
(Mumbai) (7.880). 551-850cc:
Sidharth Ratan Parmar (Mumbai)
(8.510). 361-550cc (Super Sport
Indian): Anish Shetty (PRN
Motorsports, Bengaluru) (12.243).
166-225cc (Support race): P.
Srikantha (Bengaluru) (13.520).
Upto 165cc (Super Sport
Indian): Mohan Babu (Rockers
Racing, Chennai) (14.154).
2-Stroke 131-165cc: Prashanth
(Bengaluru) (12.821). 2-Stroke
Upto 130cc: Abdul Shaikh
(Bengaluru) (13.497). 

GIRLS (165cc, Novice): Sarah
Khan (Axor Sparks Racing,
Mumbai) (16.562).

Alimon Saidalavi and Hemanth Muddappa
register dominating victories

Sports Bureau
CHENNAI

On fire: Alimon continued his win-spree in the Unrestricted category,
on a Kawasaki Ninja H2 in 7.556 seconds. SPECIAL ARRANGEMENT 

MOTORSPORTS

The first consignment under the India-Australia
Economic Cooperation and Trade Agreement
(ECTA) was flagged off on Thursday from
Mumbai by Union Minister for Commerce &
Industry Piyush Goyal. The consignments of gem
and jewellery were simultaneously dispatched
from Mumbai, Surat and Chennai, said the Gem
& Jewellery Export Promotion Council (GJEPC).
“There is a lot of potential for exporting finished
products to Australia,” Mr. Goyal said.

First consignment under
Indo-Australia pact flagged off
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Erling Haaland’s double strike helped Manchester City cruise to a 3-1
victory at Leeds on Wednesday. The win moved the champion to 35
points and close the gap on PL leader Arsenal to five points. 

The result: Leeds 1 (Struijk 73) lost to Manchester City 3 (Rodri 45+1,
Haaland 51, 64).

Haaland scores twice as
Manchester City cruises past Leeds

FACILE WIN

X

Star leg-spinner Rashid Khan was on Thursday named Afghanistan’s
new Twenty20 captain, replacing veteran Mohammad Nabi. Rashid,
24, was appointed captain ahead of the 2021 T20 World Cup as well
but had stepped down following the announcement of the squad,
claiming he was not consulted over selection. 

Rashid Khan appointed
Afghanistan T20I captain

TAKING THE HELM

X

PSG’s France star Kylian Mbappe said on Wednesday he would never
get over the disappointment of losing the World Cup final. Mbappe
said he had been through some “difficult times” since the defeat but
showed few signs of the setback as he converted a penalty to give
PSG victory over Strasbourg on Ligue 1’s resumption.

Will never get over World Cup
heartbreak, says Mbappe

ETERNAL PAIN

X

India’s Suryakumar Yadav and Smriti Mandhana were on Thursday
nominated for the men’s and women’s T20 Cricketer-of-the-Year
awards. England’s Sam Curran, Pakistan’s Mohammad Rizwan and
Zimbabwean Sikandar Raza, Pakistan’s Nida Dar, Kiwi Sophie
Devine and Australian Tahlia McGrath are other nominees.

Suryakumar, Smriti among T20
Cricketer-of-the-Year nominees

MAKING THE CUT

South Africa capitulated
on Thursday against ram-
pant top-ranked Australia
to lose the second Test
here by an innings and 182
runs on Thursday and with
it the series. South Africa,
which slumped by six wick-
ets in the opener at Bris-
bane inside two days, have
a potential face-saving
third match at Sydney still
to play.

The Proteas resumed
day four on 15 for one after
skipper Dean Elgar was

caught by Alex Carey off
Pat Cummins for a duck
before rain halted play ear-
ly on Wednesday. 

Temba Bavuma top-
scored with 65 while Nath-
an Lyon took three for 58.

Australia will have a
new-look team with Came-
ron Green and Mitchell
Starc already ruled out as
they race the clock to be
ready for a blockbuster se-
ries in India in February. 

Wickets fell despite the
hosts’ attack being deplet-
ed, with Cameron Green,
who took five for 27 in the
first innings, ruled out of

bowling again in Mel-
bourne — and the final Test
in Sydney — with a frac-
tured finger. Mitchell Starc
was also nursing a bruised
and bloodied finger, but he
played through the pain.

de Bruyn built up to 28,
but Scott Boland enticed
an edge that was taken by
the ever-reliable Smith in
the slips for his 150th
catch. 

The scores: South Africa 189 &
204 in 68.4 overs (Theunis de
Bruyn 28, Temba Bavuma 65,
Kyle Verreynne 33; Nathan Lyon
3/58) lost to Australia 575/8.
MoM: David Warner.

Australia pulls off innings
victory to seal series

Agence France-Presse
MELBOURNE

Task completed: The Australians return to the pavilion after posting another ruthless win. AP

Pakistan will need to bat
out the last day to avoid
defeat in the first Test after
New Zealand gained the
upper hand, here on
Thursday, through a mas-
terly undefeated double
century by Kane
Williamson.

Trailing by 174 runs af-
ter the first innings, Pakis-
tan finished the fourth day
on 77 for two, with Imam-
ul-Haq on 45 and night-
watchman Nauman Ali
four.

Pakistan has lost its last
four Tests — including a
first-ever 3-0 whitewash at
the hands of England —
and is now 97 runs behind
with eight wickets in hand.

Earlier, Williamson’s
unbeaten double century
enabled the visitors to de-
clare their first innings on
612 for nine. 

Williamson reached
200 with a single off spin-
ner Abrar Ahmed, having
batted for 10 hours and
striking 21 boundaries and
a six in an innings which
saw him overturn two leg-
before decisions on 13 and
116.

He also survived two
stumpings off spinner Nau-
man on 15 and 21.

The scores:

Pakistan 438 & 77/2 in 31 overs
(Imam-ul-Haq 45 batting) vs New
Zealand 612/9 decl. in 194.5 overs
(Tom Latham 113, Devon Conway
92, Kane Williamson 200 n.o.,
Daryl Mitchell 42, Tom Blundell
47, Ish Sodhi 65).

Pakistan fights to avoid
defeat after Williamson
double ton 

Agence France-Presse
KARACHI

Desperate measures! With the bowlers unable to dislodge
Williamson, Abrar thinks the only option is forcing a run out. AFP

NAGERCOIL: Tamil Nadu’s
16-year-old L. Dhanush
bagged a gold medal in the
youth men’s 49 kg section
of the National ( junior,
youth & senior) weightlift-
ing championships at the
Ponjesly College of Engi-
neering here on Thursday.

Dhanush, who did a
best of 81 kg in snatch,
went on to create a Nation-
al record in clean & jerk
(110 kg) for a total of 191 kg
that pushed State-mate V.
Kishore (188) to the second
position. Dhanush rewrote
the record set by Bhaktram
Desti (108). 

Earlier, in the first event
of the day, Odisha’s Jyosh-
na Sabar finished first in

the youth women’s 40Kg
with a 53 in snatch and 71
in clean & jerk for a total of
124 ahead of Maharashtra’s
Vinatai Aher (57, 66, 123).

Later in the day, RSPB’s
Komal Kohar and Asmita
Dhone of Maharashtra
created a National record
in their respective catego-
ries. 

Komal rewrote the re-
cord in junior and wo-
men’s 45 kg snatch with a
lift of 74 kg, while Asmita
scripted a new mark in
youth women’s 45 kg clean
& jerk with a lift of 82 kg.

The results: 

Youth: Men: 49 kg: 1. L. Dhanush
(TN) (snatch 81, clean & jerk 110,
total 191); 2. V. Kishore (TN) (84,
104, 188); 3. Gautam Kumar (Bih)
(75, 102, 177).

Women: 40 kg: 1. Jyoshna Sabar
(Odi) (53, 71, 124); 2. Vinatai Aher
(Mah) (57, 66, 123) 3. Priteeesmita
Bhoi (Odi) 50, 63, 113).

Dhanush lifts gold with
a record-breaking effort

K. Keerthivasan
NAGERCOIL

NATL. WEIGHTLIFTING

Great effort: Dhanush during his record lift in the clean & jerk
section. K. KEERTHIVASAN

Maharashtra’s duo of
Sakshi Chitlange and Aash-
na Makhija cruised to their
fourth victory to stay ahead
after four rounds of the
MPL National women’s
chess championship at Kol-
hapur on Thursday.

On the top two boards,
involving the four over-
night leaders, Sakshi tamed
state-mate Vrushali Deod-
har in 47 moves and Aash-
na defeated Bengal’s Bristy
Mukherjee in 55 moves.

Also winning their
games were top seed Vanti-
ka Agrawal and defending
champion Divya
Deshmukh.

Leading results (fourth
round): Vrushali Deodhar (3) lost
to Sakshi Chitlange (4); Bristy
Mukherjee (3) lost to Aashna
Makhija (4); Vantika Agrawal (3.5)
bt Rutuja Bakshi (2.5); A.G.
Nimmy (2.5) lost to Divya
Deshmukh (3.5); Soumya
Swaminathan (3) drew with B.
Mounika Akshya (3); Tejaswini
Sagar (2.5) lost to Mary Ann
Gomes (3.5); Bhakti Kulkarni (3)
drew with Kiran Manisha
Mohanty (3); Vishwa Shah (3.5) bt
Aakanksha Hagawane (2.5);
Srishti Pandey (3) drew with
C.M.N. Sunyuktha (3); V. Varshini
(3) drew with Dakshita Kumawat
(3); Samriddha Ghosh (3.5) drew
with M. Mahalakshmi (2.5); Rucha
Pujari (2.5) drew with Rebecca
Jesumarian (2.5); Saniya Tadavi
(2.5) drew with Nisha Mohota
(2.5); Swati Ghate (2.5) drew with
Kheerthi Ganta (2.5).

Sakshi and
Aashna keep
winning

Sports Bureau

CHESS

Youngster Raunak Sadhwa-
ni shared the seventh spot
to stay in the medal-hunt
after 12 rounds of the
World blitz chess cham-
pionship in Almaty, Ka-
zakhstan, on Thursday.

On a day when the In-
dians struggled, Hikaru Na-
kamura (10 points) enjoyed
a one-point lead over Mag-
nus Carlsen, Anish Giri, Da-
niil Dubov, Haik Martiro-
syan and Richard Rapport.
Nine rounds remain.

Playing well over his
starting rank of 30, Sadh-
wani won seven rounds,
including the last two,
drew three and lost two.

Nihal Sarin and P. Harik-
rishna (8 each) were
among those sharing the
14th spot. Arjun Erigaisi
(7.5), who finished fifth in
the rapid format on Wed-
nesday, recovered from a
slow start to win the last
three rounds.

Interestingly, Surya
Shekhar Ganguly figured in
all 12 decisive battles. He

won five of the first six
games but lost five of the
next six games. 

After nine rounds of ac-
tion in the women’s sec-
tion, 10th seed D. Harika
(6.5 points) shared the
sixth spot. 

Russians Valentina Gu-
nina and Polina Shuvalova
(7.5) shared the lead, half-
a-point ahead of the trio of
Tan Zhongyi (China), Alek-
sandra Goryachkina and
Alexandra Kosteniuk (Rus-
sians representing FIDE).

Raunak shares seventh spot in
blitz; Harika keeps medal hopes 

Sports Bureau

Displaying his superiority
in no small measure, S.P.
Sethuraman overpowered
fellow-Grandmaster M. R.
Venkatesh in 52 moves to
emerge as the leader with
seven points from eight
rounds of the MPL Nation-
al chess championship
here on Thursday.

Once Venkatesh erred
on the 24th move with a
bishop-retreat, Sethura-
man never loosened his
grip and prevailed comfor-
tably in an endgame in-
volving the queens and
pawns.

Following this sixth vic-
tory, Sethuraman enjoys a
half-point lead over Mitrab-
ha Guha and Koustav
Chatterjee.

Mitrabha, an overnight
leader with Sethuraman
and Venkatesh, drew with
Leon Mendonca in 45
moves while Koustav end-
ed N. R. Vignesh’s struggle
in 56 moves.

Deep Sengupta scored
his second successive vic-
tory with white pieces after
facing Neelotpal Das. 

Abhijeet Gupta, leader
after the fifth round, avoid-
ed a hat-trick of losses in
style by beating Audi
Ameya.

Leading results (eighth
round): M.R. Venkatesh (6) lost
to S.P. Sethuraman (7); Leon
Mendonca (6) drew with Mitrabha
Guha (6.5); Karthik Venkataraman
(6) drew with Aronyak Ghosh (6).

Koustav Chatterjee (6.5) bt N.R.
Vignesh (5.5); Mehar Chinna
Reddy (6) drew with P. Iniyan (6);
Audi Ameya (5.5) lost to Abhijeet
Gupta (6). 

Ajay Krishna (5.5) drew with N.R.
Visakh (5.5); Deep Sengupta (6) bt
Neelotpal Das (5); Aradhya Garg
(5) lost to L.R. Srihari (6). 

Anuj Shrivatri (5.5) drew with
Subhayan Kundu (5.5). 

Vedant Panesar (5.5) drew with
Mohamed Anees (5.5); N.B. Hari
Madhavan (6) bt Sai Vishwesh (5);
Yash Bharadia (5) lost to
Sandipan Chanda (5.5).

Sethuraman stops Venkatesh,
opens half-point lead

Rakesh Rao
NEW DELHI

Javier Siverio scored a
brace as Hyderabad FC
beat NorthEast 6-1 in an ISL
match at the GMC Balayogi
Athletic Stadium in Hyde-
rabad on Thursday. The
Bartholomew Ogbeche-led
side pumped in five goals
and was aided by an own
goal from NorthEast as the
home side vanquished the
visitor to reclaim the top
spot.

Hyderabad finished the
calendar year on top of the
points table with 28 points.
While Siverio scored two
goals, Borja Herrera, Odei
Onaindia, Joel Chianese
found the back of the net
for the table-toppers.

Javier Siverio found the
back of the net early as the
home side doubled the
lead soon through Boria

Herrera to leave NorthEast
gasping for breath.

Akash Mishra made a
fine run down the left as
Ogbeche collected the pass
and smashed it straight to
the keeper resulting in a
corner. Siverio then con-
verted it into a goal to give
Hyderabad the lead in the
eighth minute.

There was no stopping
for the home side as Herre-
ra assisted by Nikhil Pooj-
ary scored the second goal
in the 24th minute by
smashing the ball low to
the far end of the post as a
diving Mirshad Koottap-
punna failed to stop Hyde-
rabad from taking a 2-0
lead. The second half saw
Hyderabad further domi-
nate as the yellow outfit
won the match 6-1.

The results: Hyderabad FC 6
(Javier Siverio 8, 73, Borja Herrera
24, Odei Onaindia 30, Joel
Chianese 77, Gaurav Bora 80-og)
bt NorthEast 1 (Aaron Evans 36).

Siverio nets a brace as
HFC thrashes NorthEast

V.S. Aravind 
HYDERABAD

ISL-9

In the act: Siverio celebrates one of his two strikes. 
FOCUS SPORTS/ISL

Brazilian football icon Pele,
widely regarded as the
greatest player of all time
and a three-time World
Cup winner who master-
minded the “beautiful
game,” has died at the age
of 82, his family said on
Thursday.

“Everything we are is
thanks to you. We love you
infinitely. Rest in peace,”
daughter Kely Nascimento
wrote on Instagram.

Named athlete of the
century by the Internation-
al Olympic Committee in
1999, Pele, born Edson
Arantes do Nascimento, is
the only footballer in histo-
ry to win three World Cups
— 1958, 1962 and 1970.

Nicknamed O Rei (The
King), he scored more than
1,000 goals in one of the
most storied careers in
sport, before retiring in
1977. Pele’s 1,281 goals in
1,366 games, as tabulated
by FIFA’s website, came at
a startling rate of 0.94 per
match. Some of those were
friendlies or came in
games played as part of his
military service, but he

was just as prolific in offi-
cial tournaments, with 757
goals in 812 games.

Sublime skills
Known for his genius with
the ball, he epitomised the
sublime style of play called
“samba football” in Brazil,
where he was declared a
“national treasure.”

But beyond his records,
he will be remembered for
revolutionising the sport,
his ever-present number
10 on his back. 

The first global football
star, he played a lead role

in the game’s transforma-
tion into a sporting and
commercial powerhouse.

Pele had suffered from a
series of health issues in re-
cent years, including hip
surgery that left him with
recurring pain and trouble
walking unaided. He re-
duced his public appea-
rances, but remained ac-
tive on social media.

Pele is survived by six
known children. A se-
venth, whom he didn’t re-
cognise as his own for
years, died of cancer in
2006. 

Nicknamed O Rei, the Brazilian is the only player in history to win three
World Cups and he scored more than 1000 goals in his illustrious career

GENERAL

Pele passes away

Agencies
SAO PAULO

Goodbye, legend! Pele, considered as the greatest-ever football
player, breathed his last on Thursday. AP



CM
YK

M ND-NDE

THE HINDU 

18 Friday, December 30, 2022
DelhiSport

Reece James will be sidelined for up to a month
after the England defender sustained a
recurrence of his knee injury in Chelsea’s 2-0
Premier League victory over Bournemouth on
Tuesday. James had missed the World Cup
because of his long-term injury. “Scan results
have regrettably confirmed a setback for the
23-year-old, with Reece now set to be ruled out
for up to a month,” Chelsea said in a statement
on Wednesday.

Chelsea’s Reece James to miss
up to a month due to injury

Liverpool confirmed the signing of Cody Gakpo,
subject to a work permit, on Wednesday with the
Dutch international forward joining from PSV
Eindhoven. The 23-year-old, who scored three
goals at the World Cup for the Netherlands, had
previously been linked with a move to
Manchester United. According to reports,
Liverpool will pay an initial fee of £37 million
with Gakpo signing a contract until 2028.

Liverpool confirms signing
Gakpo from PSV Eindhoven

INBRIEF
!

D
elhi moved into
match-saving
mode after Tamil

Nadu’s lower-order pun-
ished the depleted attack
to seize a formidable 124-
run lead on the third and
penultimate day of their
Ranji Trophy league match
at the Ferozeshah Kotla
ground here on Thursday.

In fast-fading light,
Washington Sundar bright-
ened the team’s winning
prospects with a ‘shooter’
that bowled Anuj Rawat
and left Delhi reeling at 28
for one in the second in-
nings, trailing by 96 runs.

The day belonged to Ta-
mil Nadu’s Pradosh Paul.
Batting only for the se-
venth time in six Ranji
matches since 2019, the
left-hander smashed a mai-
den century (124, 212b,
16x4) and improved upon
his previous-high of 78 on
debut against the same
opposition.

The overnight not-outs,
Pradosh and Vijay Shankar
resumed the Tamil Nadu
innings at 214 for five.

Their 103-run stand de-
flated Delhi. But at this
stage, soon after his 11th
Ranji half-century, Vijay
Shankar (52, 92b, 5x4) de-
parted and R. Sai Kishore
followed.

Pradosh continued to

feast on Delhi’s bowling in
the company of Ashwin
Crist. The pair added 88
runs for the eighth wicket
to consolidate Tamil Na-
du’s gains before Pradosh
lost his off-stump to
Pranshu.

But Tamil Nadu was not
done yet. L. Vignesh joined
Crist and the duo added
another 19 runs off 17 deliv-
eries for the ninth-wicket
before declaration.

With poor light resulting
in considerable loss of ov-
ers — 14 on Day 1, 15 on Day
2 and 20 on Day 3 — Tamil
Nadu could have focused
more on stepping up the

scoring rate after gaining
the first innings lead.

On Friday, much will de-
pend on how the Tamil Na-
du bowlers perform in the
first session and equally,
how the Delhi top-order
soaks in the pressure of
avoiding a second defeat in
three matches.

The scores:
Delhi — 1st innings: 303.
Tamil Nadu — 1st innings: B.
Sai Sudarshan c Rawat b Kuldip
25, N. Jagadeesan c Rawat b
Pranshu 34, B. Aparajith c
Himmat b Harshit 57, B. Indrajith
c Dhull b Harshit 71, Washington
Sundar c Rawat b Harshit 2, Vijay
Shankar b Lalit 52, Pradosh Paul
b Pranshu 124, R. Sai Kishore c

Lalit b Mishra 4, Aswin Crist (not
out) 32, L. Vignesh (not out) 16;
Extras (lb-2, nb-6, w-2): 10; Total
(for eight wkts. decl. in 116
overs): 427.

Fall of wickets: 1-39, 2-76, 3-162,
4-183, 5-200, 6-303, 7-320, 8-408.

Delhi bowling: Harshit
26-2-121-3, Kuldip 20-0-92-1,
Pranshu 17-3-51-2, Mishra
32-3-111-1, Lalit 21-3-50-1.

Delhi — 2nd innings: Dhruv
Shorey (batting) 10, Anuj Rawat b
Washington 14, Vikas Mishra
(batting) 0; Extras (b-4): 4; Total
(for one wkt. in eight overs): 28.

Fall of wicket: 1-28.

Tamil Nadu bowling:
Washington 2-0-3-1, Sai Kishore
1-1-0-0, Warrier 3-0-19-0, Vignesh
2-1-2-0.

RAKESH RAO
NEW DELHI

Pradosh’s maiden ton gives
Tamil Nadu the upper hand 

Hero of the day: Pradosh had a fine outing, feasting on the Delhi bowling. R.V. MOORTHY

Delhi in match-saving mode with a second defeat in three matches staring it in the face
after the visitors’ lower-order punishes its depleted attack

RANJI TROPHY

Ranji Trophy: Star Sports 2 (SD
& HD) & Hotstar, 9.30 a.m.

Pakistan vs New Zealand: 1st
Test, day 5, Sony Sports Ten 5
(SD & HD) & LIV, 10.30 a.m.

ISL: Star Sports 1 (SD & HD) &
Hotstar, 7.30 p.m.

La Liga: Sports 18-1 (SD & HD)
& Jio Cinema, 9.30, 11.45 p.m.&
2 a.m. (Saturday)

Premier League: SS Select 1 &
2 (SD & HD) & Hotstar, 1.30 a.m.
(Saturday) 

LIVE TELECAST

!

Elite: Group A: At Vadodara:
Uttar Pradesh 258 & 177 in 54
overs (Dhruv Jurel 50, Ninad
Rathva 5/56) vs. Baroda 249 in
88.1 overs (Ninad Rathva 102) &
72/4 in 21 overs (Shashwat Rawat
41 batting).
At Cuttack: Haryana 338 & 119/1
in 37 overs (Ankit Kumar 59
batting) vs. Odisha 414 in 128.5
overs (Subhranshu Senapati 63,
Kartik Biswal 101, Suryakant
Pradhan 60).
At Sovima: Nagaland 166 & 123
in 45.3 overs (Karan Lal 5/47) lost
to Bengal 450/4 decl. in 96 overs
(Manoj Tiwary 51 n.o., Shahbaz
Ahmed 75 n.o.); Points: Bengal
7 (16), Nagaland 0 (0).
At Dehradun: Himachal Pradesh
49 & 327/4 in 90 overs (Akash
Vasisht 92 batting, Rishi Dhawan
57 batting) vs. Uttarakhand 336.
Group B: At Delhi: Delhi 303 &
28/1 in 8 overs vs. Tamil Nadu
427/8 decl. in 116 overs (Vijay
Shankar 52, Pradosh Ranjan Paul
124).
At Hyderabad: Assam 205 & 252
in 75.2 overs (Ravi Teja 5/50) vs.
Hyderabad 208 & 228/9 in 61
overs (Tanmay Agarwal 123
batting, Bhavesh Seth 41).
At Vizianagaram: Maharashtra
200 & 250 in 81.1 overs (Ruturaj
Gaikwad 63, Azim Kazi 46, Ashay
Palkar 40) vs. Andhra 211 & 100/4
in 30 overs.
At Mumbai: Saurashtra 289 &
220 in 52.4 overs
(Dharmendrasinh Jadeja 90,
Shams Mulani 6/65) vs. Mumbai
230 & 218/8 in 67 overs (Prithvi
Shaw 68, Parth Bhut 4/56).
Group C: At Porvorim:
Karnataka 603/7 decl. vs. Goa
321/8 in 109 overs (Suyash
Prabhudessai 87, Siddhesh Lad
63, Darshan Misal 66 batting).
At Jamshedpur: Services 367 &
22/1 in 5 overs vs. Jharkhand
551/8 decl. in 142 overs (Kumar
Suraj 83, Saurabh Tiwary 165,
Anukul Roy 57, Shahbaz Nadeem
60 n.o.).
At Thumba: Chhattisgarh 149 &
287 in 89.4 overs (Harpreet Singh
152, Jalaj Saxena 6/75) vs. Kerala
311.
Group D: At Agartala: Punjab
203 vs. Tripura 184/4 in 68 overs
(Sridam Paul 55, Sudip Chatterjee
59 batting).
At Ahmedabad: Chandigarh 304
& 46/2 in 15 overs vs. Gujarat

596/4 decl. in 134 overs (Priyank
Panchal 257 n.o., Het Patel 59,
Manan Hingrajia 151 n.o.).
At Nagpur: Jammu & Kashmir
191 & 221 in 59.4 overs (Shubham
Khajuria 109, Akshay Wakhare
4/50) bt Vidarbha 272 & 101 in 34
overs (Atharva Taide 42, Abid
Mushtaq 8/18); Points: J&K 6
(6), Vidarbha 0 (12).
At Indore: Railways 274 & 195 in
72 overs (Shivam Chaudhary 53,
Saransh Jain 4/82, Kumar
Kartikeya 5/54) vs. Madhya
Pradesh (MP) 255 in 84.5 overs
(Sagar Jadhav 5/34) & 36/0 in 13
overs.
Plate: At Rangpo: Mizoram 263
& 156 in 58 overs (Taruwar Kohli
50, Palzor Tamang 5/25) vs.
Sikkim 176 & 17/2 in 10 overs.
At Shillong: Bihar 264 & 99 in
36.2 overs (Abhishek Kumar 4/26,
Akash Choudhary 4/41) lost to
Meghalaya 167 & 200/6 in 45
overs (Swarajeet Das 81); Points:
Meghalaya 6 (19), Bihar 0 (10).
At Anand: Arunachal Pradesh
233 & 251 in 95.5 overs (Anup
Ahlawat 52, L. Kishan Singha
6/63) vs. Manipur 287 & 10/0 in 1
over.

RANJI SCORES (ROUND THREE, DAY THREE)
!

Priyank Panchal
(Gujarat, 257 n.o.).

American World No. 9 Tay-
lor Fritz and 11th-ranked
Madison Keys cruised
through their opening ties
against the Czech Republic
at the inaugural United
Cup on Thursday.

The mixed team tourna-
ment features 18 countries
playing in Sydney, Bris-
bane and Perth, with each
tie consisting of two men’s
and two women’s singles
rubbers along with a
mixed doubles match.

Fritz got his country off
to a flying start with a 6-3,

6-4 win over World No. 74
Jiri Lehecka at Sydney’s
Ken Rosewall Arena before
Keys saw off Marie Bouzko-
va 6-4, 6-3.

Later, Cameron Norrie
beat Alex de Minaur 6-3,
6-3 and Katie Swan beat
Zoe Hives 6-4, 6-3 to give
Great Britain a 2-0 lead ov-

er Australia.

In Perth, Stefanos Tsitsi-
pas fired Greece to a 2-0
lead over Bulgaria with a
comeback win against Gri-
gor Dimitrov. The World
No. 4 recovered smoothly
after losing the opening set
to emerge with a 4-6, 6-2, 7-
6(4) victory.

Teammate Despina Pa-
pamichail, ranked 158th,
gave her country the open-
ing point as she defeated a
cramping Isabella Shiniko-
va, also finishing with a
fightback to win 3-6, 6-4,
6-1.

The results:

In Sydney: USA leads Czech
Republic 2-0 [Taylor Fritz bt Jiri
Lehecka 6-3, 6-4; Madison Keys bt

Marie Bouzkova 6-4, 6-3].

Great Britain leads Australia
2-0 [Cameron Norrie bt Alex de
Minaur 6-3, 6-3; Katie Swan bt
Zoe Hives 6-4, 6-3].

In Brisbane: Italy vs Brazil 1-1
[Martina Trevisan lost to Beatriz
Haddad Maia 6-2, 6-0; Lorenzo
Musetti bt Felipe Meligeni Alves
6-3, 6-4].

Switzerland leads Kazakhstan 2-0
[Belinda Bencic bt Yulia Y.
Putintseva 7-6(0), 6-3;
Marc-Andrea M. Husler 4-6, 6-3,
6-3].

In Perth: Greece leads Bulgaria
2-0 [Stefanos Tsitsipas bt Grigor
Dimitrov 4-6, 6-2, 7-6(4); Despina
Papamichail bt Isabella Shinikova
3-6, 6-4, 6-1].

France leads Argentina 2-0
[Alice Cornet bt Maria Carle 6-2,
6-1; Arthur Rinderknech bt
Francisco Cerundolo 6-4, 6-2].

Fritz and Keys give United States strong start
against the Czech Republic

Agence France-Presse
SYDNEY

Well begun is... Fritz gave USA the perfect start against the
Czech Republic, beating Lehecka. AP

UNITED CUP

The St. Thomas Marthoma MHSS (Kulasekaram)
cricket team achieved the dubious distinction of
being dismissed for no score on Thursday.
Chasing a target of 274 against Good Shepherd
MHSS (Marthandam) in the KKDCA under-17
inter-school cricket tournament in Nagercoil, St.
Thomas was skittled out for zero in 4.2 overs
with P. Prijesh Samuel returning an remarkable
spell of five for 0.

School team all out for zero 
in Nagercoil tournament

Pay rises are in store for
players at January’s Austra-
lian Open with organisers
announcing on Thursday a
3.4% boost in the total
purse to a record A$76.5
million (US$51.6 million).

The winners of the
men’s and women’s titles
at the first Grand Slam of
the year will both take
home A$2.975 million with
players beaten in earlier
rounds faring better than
ever. Anyone crashing out
in round one will receive
A$106,250, up 3.2%, while
second-round players get a
similar increase to
A$158,850.

Tournament director
Craig Tiley said the total
prize pool for the Austra-
lian summer of tennis,
which includes Grand
Slam warm-up events like

the United Cup, would ex-
ceed A$100 million for the
first time. “It is critical to
the continued success of
the Australian tennis sum-
mer that we provide strong
and relevant playing op-
portunities and ensure that
the best players in the
world are compensated ap-
propriately,” he said.

“At the Australian Open,
we’ve upped prize money

for every round from qual-
ifying, through to the fi-
nals, with the major in-
creases in the early
rounds. These substantial
rewards help players invest
in their own careers and in
many cases, set themselves
up for success throughout
the year,” he said.

The Australian Open
gets underway at Mel-
bourne Park on January 16.

Australian Open prize money
hits record high
Agence France-Presse
MELBOURNE

Good as gold: If Naomi Osaka were to regain her title, she would
take home a bigger purse.AFP

The Melbourne Cricket
Club (MCC) has expressed
interest in hosting a Test
between India and Pakistan
after successfully organis-
ing the marquee T20 World
Cup clash between the two
sides earlier this year.

MCC, which manages
the Melbourne Cricket
Ground, and the Victoria
government recently in-
quired with Cricket Austra-
lia (CA) about the possibili-
ty of hosting the
high-profile Test.

MCC chief executive
Stuart Fox has revealed his
intentions to host the Test
following the tremendous
success of the T20 World

Cup clash in October,
which was attended by over
90,000 spectators.

“Absolutely. Three
(Tests) in a row would be
lovely at the MCG. You’d fill
it every time. We have
asked,” Fox was quoted as
saying by SEN radio. 

He said it is now up to CA
to pursue the matter with
the ICC. The last time India
and Pakistan played a bilat-
eral Test match against
each other was way back in
2007. Since then, both
sides have only faced each
other in either ICC or Asian
Cricket Council
tournaments.

Pakistan is scheduled to
feature in the Boxing Day
Test against Australia at the
MCG in 2023 as part of a

three-match series in the
next World Test Champion-
ship cycle, and Fox hopes
for a full house in that
match similar to the India-
Pakistan T20 World Cup
clash.

“I’ve never seen anyth-
ing like it at the MCG, that
India-Pakistan game was
something else,” Fox said. 

“The atmosphere, I’ve
never felt it like that. The
noise after every ball was
just phenomenal and the
families and children and
everyone enjoying it.

“I think if we can be
more inclusive and make
sure that we cater for all
cultures, we’ve got to tap
into that Pakistan commun-
ity next year,” he added.

India-Pakistan Test at MCG mooted
after huge success of WC clash

Press Trust of India
MELBOURNE

East Bengal FC will be re-
suming its search for the
first win at home as the red-
and-gold brigade returns af-
ter a 13-day break to meet
Bengaluru FC, at the Salt
Lake Stadium in an ISL-9
matchweek 12 fixture on
Friday.

The two sides are placed
close to each other in the
bottom half of the current
standings and would be eag-
er to get the full quota of
points to keep the play-off
qualification chances alive.
Bengaluru is in the eighth
position with 10 points
while East Bengal is placed
next with nine points.
When the two sides met in
the first phase of the tour-
nament, East Bengal
notched a narrow 1-0 win
over Bengaluru in the lat-
ter’s backyard.

In its previous outing,
East Bengal lost 3-0 against
Mumbai City FC, to see its
dream of winning the first
home game extended to
another round. “Three
wins in ten games is not
good enough, but we have
assessed the performance
so far and the players are
working hard in training.
We just need to be patient
because we are on the right
track,” said the East Bengal
coach Stephen Constantine.

Much like the host, Ben-
galuru FC has also been
able to net three wins in 11
matches and was blanked
3-0 at home by Hyderabad
FC in the previous match.
“We have to put our results
together, work hard and get
wins regardless of who we
are playing. While the ob-
jective is achievable, we
have got to believe we can
do that,” said coach Simon
Grayson.

East Bengal hosts BFC,
looks for first home win

Amitabha Das Sharma
KOLKATA

Sachin, Anindo and
Vivaan excel in 
Delhi’s massive win
CHENNAI: Sachin hit 103
(187b, 17x4, 1x6) and
added 177 runs for the
third wicket with
left-hander Anindo
Naharay (101, 177b, 13x4)
for Delhi to declare its
second innings on 344 for
six and, enabled by
left-arm spinner Vivaan
Jindal’s five for four, bowl
out Himachal Pradesh for
74 to win by 428 runs on
day three of the
pre-quarterfinal match in
the Vijay Merchant Trophy
u-16 cricket tournament
on Thursday.
The scores (u-16,
pre-quarterfinal, day three):
Delhi 326 & 344/6 decl. in 99.2
overs (Sachin 103, Anindo
Naharay 101, R. Naunihaal 3/73)
bt Himachal Pradesh (HP) 168 &
74 in 32 overs (Vivaan Jindal 5/4).

Jennifer in last eight
GWALIOR: Third seed
Jennifer Luikham got past

Haine Ogata of Japan
7-6(4), 7-5 in the
pre-quarterfinals of
the$15,000 ITF women’s
tennis tournament at the
City Centre Tennis
Complex on Thursday.
Jennifer will play Humera
Baharmus in the
quarterfinals.
Top seed Ksenia Laskutova
of Russia will play Sravya
Shivani. The results:
Singles (pre-quarterfinals):
Ksenia Laskutova bt Farhat Aleen
Qamar 6-2, 6-2; Sravya Shivani bt
Soha Sadiq 6-2, 6-2; Jennifer
Luikham bt Haine Ogata (Jpn)
7-6(4), 7-5; Humera Baharmus bt

Abhaya Vemuri 6-2, 6-2; Akanksha
Nitture bt Shreya Tatavarthy
6-4,6-1; Weronika Baszak (Pol) bt
Kashish Bhatia 6-4, 6-0;
Sharmada Balu bt Parneet Kaur
(Ita) 6-4, 6-2; Vaidehi Chaudhari
bt Smriti Bhasin 6-3, 6-1.

Doubles (quarterfinals): Ksenia
Laskutova & Vaidehi Chaudhari bt
Jennifer Luikham & Akanksha
Nitture 6-1, 6-0; Smriti Bhasin &
Sai Samhitha bt Abhaya Vemuri &
Apurva Vemuri 4-6, 6-2, [10-8];
Haine Ogata (Jpn) & Snehal Mane
bt Farhat Aleen Qamar & Vanshita
Pathania 2-6, 6-4, [10-7];
Vaishnavi Adkar & Saumya Vig bt
Sharmada Balu & Sravya Shivani
6-4, 6-1.

SNAPSHOTS
!

Winning trio: Sachin (103), Anindo (101) and Vivaan (5/4) were the
architects of Delhi’s victory.
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