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The Union government on
Friday raised the interest
rates on eight of the 12
small savings schemes by
20 to 110 basis points for
the January-to-March quar-
ter of 2023, but left the re-
turns on the popular Pu-
blic Provident Fund (PPF)
unchanged at 7.1% for the
11th quarter in a row. (100
basis points (bps) equal
one percentage point).

The Sukanya Samriddhi
Account scheme’s return
was also retained at 7.6%,
prevailing since April 2020
when small savings
scheme rates were cut
across the board. The re-
turns on Kisan Vikas Patra
(KVP) and the National Sav-
ings Certificate were raised
by just 20 bps each, to 7.2%
and 7%, respectively. 

This is the second suc-
cessive quarter that the
Centre has made selective

increases in small savings
rates. Economists said the
increases were lower than
expected, given the rising
interest rates and high in-
flation in recent quarters.

For the present quarter,
rates were raised — a first
since January 2019 — by a
marginal 10 to 30 bps for
just five of the 12 schemes.
As per Reserve Bank of In-
dia calculations, the small
savings rates, which are
pegged by a formula to the

yields on government se-
curities, were 44 to 77 bps
below their formula-im-
plied rates for nine of the
12 schemes this quarter.
The PPF return for October
to December, as per formu-
la, should have been 7.72%
instead of the existing 7.1%,
while Sukanya Samriddhi
account should have been
paid 8.22% instead of 7.6%.

Most small savings plans to
yield more in new quarter;
PPF, Sukanya rates static
Vikas Dhoot
NEW DELHI
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T
he output growth
of India’s eight core
sectors rebounded

to 5.4% in November from
a revised estimate of a
0.9% uptick in October, the
slowest in 20 months. This
was despite the fact that
overall production levels in
November 2022 remained
the same as in the previous
month.

The recovery in the
year-on-year growth rate
bodes well for the coun-
try’s industrial output
numbers in November af-
ter a shocking 4% drop in
October, as core sectors
constitute about 40% of
the Index of Industrial Pro-
duction (IIP).

Cement output reco-
vered sharply from a 4.3%
contraction in October to
jump 28.6% in November,

while coal and electricity
production levels acceler-
ated to rise 12.3% and
12.1%, respectively. 

Steel output grew at the
fastest pace in six months
at 10.8%, but production
levels were 2.35% lower

than in October 2022. Fer-
tilizer production grew
6.4% from the November
2021 level. 

However, the recovery
in these sectors was offset
by a continued dip in
crude oil, natural gas and

refinery output. Refinery
products hit a 21-month na-
dir, contracting 9.3% in No-
vember, compared to a
3.1% fall in October. 

Crude oil output con-
tracted for the sixth suc-
cessive month, shrinking
1.1% in November, while
natural gas production
dropped 0.7%, marking
the fifth consecutive
month of contraction.

“Compared to October
2022, the index of infras-
tructure industries re-
mained flat in November
2022 but the momentum
of month-on-month seaso-
nally-adjusted growth
turned positive,” said India
Ratings economists Paras
Jasrai and Devendra Ku-
mar Pant, stressing that
the recovery is not broad-
based yet. 

Core sector output rises
5.4% in uneven recovery
Overall production levels in November remain the same as in the previous month; cement, 
coal, steel, electricity output surged, but petroleum refinery products hit a 21-month low

The Hindu Bureau
NEW DELHI
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A nation in mourning

Tall tribute: The Christ the Redeemer statue, atop the Corcovado mountain in Rio de Janeiro, stands illuminated in the colours of the
Brazilian flag, in honour of football legend Pele. Pele died on Thursday at the age of 82 after a long battle with cancer. AFP

The Chhattisgarh govern-
ment on Friday said that it
would give government
employees the option to
choose between the old
pension scheme (OPS) and
the New Pension Scheme
(NPS). 

While all those who
joined service after April 1,
2022 will be covered under
the OPS, those who joined
between November 1,
2004 and March 31, 2022,
will have to submit an affi-
davit to opt for the old
scheme, a senior official
said.

The decision was taken
at a Cabinet meeting
chaired by Chhattisgarh
Chief Minister Bhupesh
Baghel at his residence in

Raipur on Friday. 
The ruling Congress is

betting big on bringing
back the OPS in the States
that it governs. The pro-
mise to implement the OPS
in Himachal Pradesh was
partly instrumental in
bringing the Congress back
to power in the hill State
earlier this month. 

In Chhattisgarh, where
the party has been in pow-
er since 2018, nearly three
lakh government em-
ployees will be covered by
the decision.

‘Middle ground’
While Chhattisgarh an-
nounced implementing
the OPS in April, the Union
government refused to
meet the State’s demand to
refund the more than
₹17,000 crore already de-

posited in the NPS. The
State government said the
decision it took on Friday
was “a middle ground after
the Central government re-
fused to return the money
deposited towards the New
Pension Scheme”.

“For the second set
[those who joined between
November 2004 and
March 2022], whatever
money we deduct from
now will be given at the
time of retirement as their
General Provident Fund.
But the money that we
[both the employee and
the government which is
the employer] have contri-
buted to NPS thus far, and
that is deposited with eith-
er the NSDL [National Se-
curities Depository Limit-
ed] or the PFRDA [Pension
Fund Regulatory and Deve-

lopment Authority], along
with the interest accrued,
will only be available to the
employees when they re-
tire over the next decades.
So at the time of retire-
ment, those opting for OPS
now will have to deposit
the government’s contri-
bution and dividend in the
NPS account,” the official
said.

Baghel to meet PM
The issue of refunding the
money deposited towards
NPS to pave the way for
reinstatement of the OPS is
likely to figure prominently
in Mr. Baghel’s meeting
with the Prime Minister in
Delhi on Saturday, said go-
vernment sources.

Chhattisgarh government staff can now
choose between old, new pension plans
Shubhomoy Sikdar
BHOPAL
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S
nowfall on Friday,
ending a prolonged
dry spell that had

gripped the plains of the
Kashmir Valley, brought
cheers to tourists and tou-
rism stakeholders. The
Kashmir Tourism Depart-
ment is hatching gala
events, as visitors flock to
the hill stations of Gulmarg
and Pahalgam for New
Year celebrations.

North Kashmir received
more snowfall than in the
south and central regions,
officials say. The famous
ski resort of Gulmarg, a fa-
vourite haunt of both dom-

estic and foreign tourists
on New Year’s eve, was
blanketed by 16.5 cm of
snowfall, helping form bet-
ter slopes for skiers to raise
the game in the Gulmarg

bowl, Khilanmarg and
Apharwat.

“The Gulmarg Develop-
ment Authority has been
directed to prepare men
and machinery for extri-

cating skidded vehicles in
and around Gulmarg and
issue advisories for tourists
visiting the famous tourist
destination,” Syed Sehrish
Asgar, Deputy Commis-
sioner, Baramulla, says.

Colourful programmes
and musical events for tou-
rists have been organised
by hoteliers. “Our hotel,
like many others, is sold
out till January 10. Tourists
are enjoying their stay in
Gulmarg. Fresh snowfall
has only added to the en-
tertainment,” Rashid
Khan, a hotel manager at
Gulmarg, says.

In south Kashmir’s Pa-
halgam, festooned with
lights ahead of New Year

events, the fresh snowfall
has tourists elated.

“The Tourism Depart-
ment has planned to or-
ganise this year’s winter
carnival in a different way
to showcase the scenic
beauty of Pahalgam and al-
so to promote the place as
a major film-shooting des-
tination,” Fazlul Haseeb,
Director, Tourism, Kash-
mir, says. Pahalgam is fast
emerging as a major winter
tourist destination, he
adds.

For the first time, Sona-
marg has also been kept
open for tourists by open-
ing an all-weather tunnel
to accommodate growing
rush of visitors to Kashmir.

Winter gloom lifts, snow primes Valley for 2023

Peerzada Ashiq
SRINAGAR

Chilling in the winter: Children slalom down a road in Srinagar on
Friday after a night of snowfall. NISSAR AHMAD

Snowfall ends dry spell in the plains as visitors throng hill stations of Gulmarg and Pahalgam for year-end celebrations,
turning them into hot winter destinations; Tourism Department, hotels lay out zingy event calendars

More than a week after Ta-
mil Nadu Minorities Com-
mission vice-chairman and
former MP D. Masthan was
reported to have died of
natural causes, a probe has
revealed that he was
smothered to death by a
gang in a car near the Para-
nur toll plaza in Chengal-
pattu district. 

The Gudavanchery pol-
ice on Friday arrested five
men, including two rela-
tives of Masthan. 

Masthan, a doctor, was
running a hospital, along
with his family members.
He represented the
AIADMK in the Rajya Sab-
ha during 1995-2001. Later,

he joined the DMK and was
appointed the vice-chair-
man of the Tamil Nadu Mi-
norities Commission last
year. He was also the secre-
tary of the DMK minority
wing. 

Police sources said Im-
ran Basha, 26, a siddha
practitioner and relative of
Masthan, had reported to
his family in the late hours
of December 21 that Mas-
than had developed a sei-
zure in the car while going
from Chennai to Tiruchi,
and he was rushed to Dee-
pam Hospital at Guduvan-
chery where doctors de-
clared him dead. The
family believed Basha’s
claim as Masthan had a his-
tory of heart ailments and
they presumed he had suc-

cumbed to a cardiac arrest. 
Tambaram Deputy

Commissioner of Police
M.R. Sibi Chakravarthy
told The Hindu, “Following
suspicion, we analysed the
CCTV footage and checked
Basha’s version. We also
analysed the call data of his
mobile phone numbers
and grilled him. He
cracked under sustained
interrogation.”

Tambaram Commis-
sioner of Police A. Amala-
raj said, “Our investigation
revealed that Basha and his
associates murdered Mas-
than following a monetary
dispute”.

The police said Basha,
the son-in-law of Masthan’s
younger brother, owed the
deceased ₹15 lakh.

Investigation reveals former 
T.N. MP was killed; 5 arrested
R. Sivaraman 
CHENNAI

Oppn. divided on
remote voting
machine

NEW DELHI

A day after the Election
Commission announced that it
had developed a prototype of
a remote electronic voting
machine for migrant workers,
the Opposition parties on
Friday were divided on the
proposed move. » PAGE 9

Mayawati slams
BJP for delay in
U.P. civic polls

LUCKNOW

Bahujan Samaj Party chief
Mayawati on Friday targeted
the ruling BJP for the delayed
urban local bodies polls in
Uttar Pradesh and alleged that
the party was busy in fulfilling
agenda of the RSS. » PAGE 4
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As the air quality in Delhi
worsened and slipped
close to the ‘severe’ catego-
ry, the Commission for Air
Quality Management
(CAQM) on Friday declared
a ban on construction and
demolition activities, ex-
cept for essential projects,
in Delhi-NCR with “imme-
diate effect”. 

Air pollution of “severe
level affects healthy people
and seriously impacts
those with existing diseas-
es”, according to the Cen-
tral Pollution Control
Board (CPCB). Delhi’s 24-
hour average air quality in-
dex (AQI) on Friday was
399 (severe category), ac-
cording to CPCB’s daily of-
ficial bulletin. A higher va-
lue of AQI means an
increase in air pollution.
An AQI between 301 and
400 is termed ‘very poor’,
and between 401 and 500

‘severe’. The overall AQI of
Delhi is expected to slip in-
to the ‘severe’ category
due to calm wind and sta-
ble atmospheric condi-
tions. It is expected to dete-
riorate further, according
to the CAQM.

Stage III of GRAP
The ban on construction is
part of a list of actions un-
der ‘Stage III’ of the Graded
Response Action Plan
(GRAP). The GRAP is a set
of emergency measures ta-
ken to reduce air pollution. 

“All actions as envisaged
under Stage III of the GRAP
— ‘Severe’ Air Quality (Del-
hi AQI ranging between
401-450) — be implement-
ed in right earnest by all
the agencies concerned,
with immediate effect in
the entire NCR. This is in
addition to the preventive/
restrictive actions already
in force under Stage I and
Stage II of GRAP,” the
CAQM said in a statement.

Ban on construction,
demolition work as
air quality worsens

The Hindu Bureau
NEW DELHI

A thick layer of smog covered Delhi on Friday. SUSHIL KUMAR VERMAT
he Aam Aadmi Par-
ty (AAP) on Friday
said it will launch a

campaign to showcase the
work done by the Munici-
pal Corporation of Delhi
(MCD) in the last three
weeks and compare it with
the BJP’s 15-year rule in the
civic body.

On December 7, AAP
won the MCD polls with 134
of the 250 seats, ending the
BJP’s 15-year rule in the
municipal corporation. 

“From tomorrow, AAP
will begin a ‘15 years of BJP
versus 3 weeks of AAP’
campaign. We will analyse
the work done in the last
three weeks in key sectors
such as the working condi-
tion of safai karamcharis,
cleanliness of drains and in-
ternal roads, and update
the people,” AAP MCD in-
charge Durgesh Pathak
said. “We will not be sur-
prised if the work complet-
ed by AAP in three weeks
will outweigh the BJP’s per-
formance in its past three
tenures,” he added. 

The BJP hit back calling

the campaign “nothing but
a gimmick” since AAP’s te-
nure in the MCD is yet to
begin. The first meeting of
the MCD will be held on Ja-
nuary 6, marking the begin-
ning of a five-year tenure of
the unified corporation and
the newly elected council-
lors. Reacting to Mr. Path-
ak’s statement, Delhi BJP
spokesperson Praveen
Shankar Kapoor said it will
be better if AAP refrains
from indulging in rhetoric
and wait until January 6. 

Relocation of slums
Meanwhile, AAP also ac-
cused the BJP of going back
on its MCD poll promise of
in situ rehabilitation of
slum dwellers. It said the
BJP sought votes from peo-
ple living in slum clusters
on the basis of PM Modi’s

‘Jahan Jhuggi Wahan Ma-
kaan’ housing scheme, but
“it turned out to be a lie”.
“Yesterday evening, the
DDA issued a notice saying
that people residing in Nav-
jeevan Camp and JLN Camp
will now be shifted to Nare-
la, and the jhuggis over
here will be bulldozed,”
AAP leader Atishi said.

In response, Delhi BJP
spokesperson Harish Khu-
rana said that the people of
Kalkaji have defeated all
three AAP councillor candi-
dates as a punishment for
spreading such lies and
confusion. Meanwhile, a se-
nior DDA official told The

Hindu that residents in Nav-
jeevan Camp and JLN Camp
are being offered an oppor-
tunity to relocate to DDA
flats in Narela, subject to
their consent.

AAP to showcase its
‘three weeks in MCD
versus BJP’s 15 years’ 
BJP calls AAP’s latest campaign a gimmick; AAP accuses BJP of going
back on its promise of in situ rehabilitation of slum dwellers

The Hindu Bureau
NEW DELHI

We will not be
surprised if the

work completed by AAP
in three weeks will
outweigh the BJP’s
performance in its past
three tenures

DURGESH PATHAK 
AAP MCD in-charge 

To protect the city’s elec-
tricity infrastructure from
cyberattacks, Lieutenant-
Governor Vinai Kumar Sax-
ena has approved a notifi-
cation to declare critical in-
formation infrastructure
(CII) of power utilities and
computer resources of
their associated dependen-
cies as ‘protected systems’,
officials at the Raj Niwas
said on Friday.

“Issued in accordance
with sub-section 1 of Sec-
tion 70 of the Information
Technology Act, 2000, this

notification would help put
in place an effective system
of checks and access con-
trol that will ensure that
computer resources of
power utilities — Delhi
Transco Ltd. and State
Load Dispatch Centre —
and discoms will be se-
cured against incapacita-
tion or destruction,” an of-
ficial said.

Once issued, the notifi-
cation will also authorise
persons “specifically iden-
tified by these utilities and
approved by the Power De-
partment” to access pro-
tected systems under the
same legal provision.

Notification to shield
power utilities from
cyberattacks cleared

The Hindu Bureau
NEW DELHI

Crimes against women in
the Millennium City saw a
marginal fall this year com-
pared with 2021 and the
percentage of cases solved,
including murder and
snatching, improved, as
per Gurugram Police data.

Sharing details of crimi-
nal cases, Assistant Com-
missioner of Police (Crime)
Preetpal Sangwan told The

Hindu that cases of rape
and molestation filed in
the district fell from 220
and 234 last year to 187 and
214 in 2022, respectively.
Similarly, cases registered
under the POCSO Act de-
creased from 204 a year
ago to 161. He added that
the police focused on
street crimes in 2022, iden-
tifying vulnerable areas
and increasing patrolling,
which helped bring down
crimes against women.

Six ‘Durga Shakti’ PCR
vans with women officers

were deployed across the
district, a special ‘Durga
Shakti Rapid Action Force’
was set up and camps were
organised in educational
institutions and industrial
units to spread awareness
about the Haryana govern-
ment’s ‘Durga App’.

Though murder cases
rose from 75 to 88, those of
robbery and dacoity re-
mained almost unchanged
this year at 64 and 15 as
against 63 and 16 in 2021,
respectively, as per the da-
ta. Mr. Sangwan said,
“While only 46% cases of
snatching were solved last
year, this year we managed
to arrest the accused in
63% cases. Almost all cases
of chain snatching were
solved. The solved rate of
murder cases remained
more than 80% in both
years.”

In 2022, Gurugram Pol-
ice arrested 22 criminals
carrying cash rewards, 16
gangsters and 800 pro-
claimed offenders.

Gurugram police
solve more cases
than last year, crimes
against women dip
Ashok Kumar
GURUGRAM
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BJP national president J.P. Nadda will address a
rally in Aurangabad on January 2 as the party
aims to win 45 out of 48 Lok Sabha seats in
Maharashtra in the 2024 general elections, Union
Minister Bhagwat Karad said on Friday. He added
that Mr. Nadda’s tour was aimed at bolstering the
party’s prospects in LS seats which were left for
allies earlier. The Aurangabad seat used to be
contested by the undivided Shiv Sena. PTI

Nadda to address rally in
Aurangabad on Jan. 2: Minister 

The government house in Darul Shafa area of
Lucknow, where senior SP leader and former
Cabinet Minister Azam Khan used to stay before
his membership was cancelled, has been allotted
to Akash Saxena, the newly elected BJP MLA
from Rampur, a senior officer of the State
Property department said on Friday. He said it is
a normal procedure of the Vidhan Sabha that the
residence of the outgoing MLA is allotted to the
newly elected MLA from that seat. If the new
MLA wants to change his residence, then it can
be considered, he added. PTI

Azam Khan’s official residence
allotted to BJP’s Akash Saxena
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SATURDAY, DEC. 31

RISE 07:14 SET 17:35

RISE 12:59 SET 01:07

SUNDAY, JAN. 01

RISE 07:14 SET 17:36

RISE 13:31 SET 02:05

MONDAY, JAN. 02

RISE 07:15 SET 17:37

RISE 14:05 SET 03:03

0
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T
argeting the Oppo-
sition Maha Vikas
Aghadi in general

and Uddhav and Aaditya
Thackeray in particular on
the alleged flight of big-tick-
et investments from the
State, Maharashtra Chief
Minister Eknath Shinde on
Friday said it was impossi-
ble that big projects could
disappear in a matter of
three months. 

Speaking in the Assemb-
ly on the concluding day of
the winter session of the
Assembly, Mr. Shinde
made jibes against former
CM Uddhav Thackeray
without naming him. 

“I had personally called
Prime Minister Narendra
Modi over this. He said no
company leaves a State in
two or three months. The
PM said they [company re-
presentatives] did not get
any response [from the
erstwhile MVA govern-
ment] and hence went
away,” said Mr. Shinde. 

He was alluding to the

repeated accusations
made by Mr. Thackeray
and his son against the six-
month-old Shinde-Fadna-
vis government for ‘losing’
big-ticket projects like Ve-
danta-Foxconn to neigh-
bouring Gujarat. 

The Chief Minister
stressed it was inconceiva-
ble for projects on the
scale of Foxconn to move

out so soon as there were
several processes required
to be completed. 

Mr. Shinde added that
there would be a probe in-
to how businessmen faced
obstacles in doing business
in Maharashtra under the
previous regime and why
big-ticket investments
moved out.

He reiterated that the

new government had
green-lighted projects to
the tune of ₹70,000 crore
of which projects worth
₹44,000 crore were for the
development of the Vi-
darbha belt. This is likely
to generate employment
for 45,000 people.

The MVA has already
rubbished this claim stat-
ing that most of these pro-

jects had been okayed dur-
ing the tenure of the
Uddhav Thackeray-led
government.

‘Mockery of session’
Meanwhile, senior NCP
leader and Leader of the
Opposition in the Assemb-
ly Ajit Pawar and Congress
State chief Nana Patole said
that the Shinde-Fadnavis
government had made “a
mockery” of the 10-day
winter session.

“It is the duty of the rul-
ing parties to ensure that
the session is conducted in
an efficient manner. While
we Opposition leaders
used to be present at 9
a.m., their Ministers were
not present for answering
vital questions,” said Mr.
Pawar, censuring the beha-
viour of the ruling party
MLAs.

Mr. Pawar said on many
occasions, ‘call to atten-
tion’ questions were not ta-
ken up and as a result,
have been postponed to
the next Assembly session
(to be held in February
2023).

Maharashtra CM ‘blames’ MVA
govt. for flight of big projects

Maharashtra Chief Minister Eknath Shinde and Deputy CM Devendra Fadnavis with Legislative Council
Deputy Chairperson Neelam Gorhe during the winter session in Nagpur on Friday. PTI

Prime Minister Narendra Modi told me it was impossible for projects to move out in mere three months... they [company
representatives] did not get any response [from the erstwhile MVA government], says Eknath Shinde

Shoumojit Banerjee
PUNE

The 2022 calendar year
saw the Delhi High Court
pass a number of notable
judgments that not only
made positive changes in
various institutions such as
the sports bodies, but also
impacted the lives of thou-
sands of underprivileged
children. As the year
comes to an end, The Hind-

u takes a look at some of
the major verdicts passed
by the Delhi HC.

Reforms in sports
To remove mismanage-
ment in sports bodies and
to democratise these insti-
tutions, the Delhi HC in Au-
gust introduced a slew of
reforms for the Indian
Olympic Association (IOA),
including appointing a
three-member Committee
of Administrators (CoA) to
take over its affairs. Com-
pliance with the Sports

Code is non-negotiable, a
Bench of Justice Manmo-
han and Justice Najmi Wa-
ziri said, noting it was high
time that structural re-
forms were implemented
to remove the mismanage-
ment in sports bodies and
to democratise these
institutions.

The Sports Code lays
down guidelines for recog-
nition of a National Sports
Federations for it to enjoy

various facilities/conces-
sions provided by the go-
vernment. The court even
struck down the post of
Life President and any
such permanent post for
an individual in the Indian
Olympic Association as be-
ing illegal.

EWS quota
After a flurry of petitions
from economically weaker
section (EWS) students
seeking to get into private
schools in the city, the Del-
hi High Court in December
issued a series of reforms
to streamline their admis-
sion process under the
Right of Children to Free
and Compulsory Educa-
tion (RTE) Act.

Justice Chandra Dhari
Singh, in an 85-page judg-
ment said, “It is high time
the judiciary reaches the
people and not wait for the
people to reach out to the
judiciary, as poor kids are
being forced in the instant

set of petitions to knock
the doors of the Court for
availing their Fundamental
Right to Education.”

The ruling came in light
of the fact that in the past
two years around 18,000
children were not provid-
ed admission in Delhi un-
der the EWS category even
after being selected in the
due process by the Depart-
ment of Education (DoE).

Choice to give birth
While the right of a woman
to terminate her pregnan-
cy has been the subject
matter of debate across the
world, the Delhi High
Court in December reiter-
ated that the “ultimate de-
cision in such cases ought
to recognise the choice of
the mother”.

Justice Prathiba M.
Singh permitted a 26-year-
old married woman,
whose foetus was detected
with cerebral abnormali-
ties, to terminate her preg-

nancy at 33 weeks.
In India, the latest rules

stipulate a ceiling of 24
weeks, for termination of
pregnancy for special cate-
gories of women which
would include survivors of
rape, victims of incest and
other vulnerable women
(like differently abled wo-
men, minors) etc. 

On marital rape
In May, two judges of the
Delhi High Court gave a
split verdict on the ques-
tion of criminalising rape
within marriage, leaving
the law unchanged. Justice
Rajiv Shakdher, who head-
ed the two-judge Bench,
struck down as unconstitu-
tional the exception to Sec-
tion 375 of the Indian Penal
Code which says thatinter-
course by a man with his
wife aged 18 or above is not
rape even if it is without
her consent. The issue will
now be decided by the Su-
preme Court.

Delhi High Court in 2022: a year of reforms,
and positive impact on the lives of thousands
Soibam Rocky Singh
NEW DELHI

Delhi HC passed a number of
notable judgments in 2022
aimed at changing many lives.
FILE PHOTO

The Delhi High Court has
asked the Delhi University
to respond to a plea alleg-
ing arbitrariness in the
“seat pattern allocation”
adopted for admission to
its law course this year.

Justice Vikas Mahajan,
while issuing the notice to
DU on the plea, said that
any admissions made after
December 21 in the LLB
course under the reserved
categories shall be subject
to the outcome of the case.

‘Not moved’
The petition claimed that
the candidates belonging
to the reserved categories,
who secured more marks
than the candidates figur-
ing in the merit list of the
general category, have not
been moved to the general
category.

This, the petition, said
was against the “basic idea
of reservation” and hin-
ders more reserved catego-
ry students from taking ad-
mission. 

The court has posted
the case for further hear-
ing on January 23.

HC seeks DU
response on
plea against
LLB seat
allocation 

The Hindu Bureau
NEW DELHI

Shiv Sena (UBT) leader San-
jay Raut on Friday said his
party would not demand
the Union Territory status
for border areas in Karnata-
ka if the government in that
State treated the local Ma-
rathi-speaking population
fairly.

After Sena leader Udd-
hav Thackeray demanded
that disputed areas in Kar-
nataka’s border region,
which Maharashtra has
been claiming, be declared
a UT pending the Supreme
Court’s decision, some lead-
ers in the southern State hit
back saying that Mumbai be
made a UT. “We demand
that Belagavi and the sur-
rounding Marathi-speaking
areas in Karnataka be de-
clared a UT because of the
atrocities against Marathi
people, their language,
their culture,” Mr. Raut said.

Won’t demand
UT status if
injustice stops,
says Raut

Press Trust of India
MUMBAI

All-terrain vehicles, watch-
towers, a shower to entice
elephants and a viewing
screen — these were some
of the “anomalies” noted by
the Sigur Elephant Corridor
Inquiry Committee at a
private school in the noti-
fied elephant corridor in
the Mudumalai Tiger Re-
serve recently. 

The court-appointed
technical committee, head-
ed by retired judge K. Ven-
katraman, had inspected
the school and 40 other lo-
cations earlier this week. 

The school, which is sit-
uated in the buffer zone of
the MTR and models itself
as a “tribal school”, was
found to have a few watch-
towers, viewing screens and
a specially designed shower
that activists believe helps

attract elephants. 
N. Sadiq Ali, founder of

the Wildlife and Nature
Conservation Trust, stated
that when there were calls
to capture a wild elephant,
known as ‘Rivaldo’, he and
other animal rights activists
informed the Forest Depart-
ment that the school auth-
orities had been responsi-
ble in large part for
transforming the behaviour

of the animal, making it re-
liant on people for food.

“The Forest Department
should investigate the pur-
pose of this infrastructure
at the school. Even if there
is a slight doubt that ani-
mals are being attracted to
the area, the school should
be asked to remove it,” he
said. The conservationist
said initiatives to attract ele-
phants could bring the ani-

mals in close proximity to
humans and lead to more
negative human-animal
interactions.

The Revenue Depart-
ment says the school en-
croaches on around 1,200
square metres of revenue
land, while the Forest De-
partment has requested the
Department of Survey to
demarcate government
land and see whether it
matches with the ‘patta’
claimed by the school own-
ers. Forest Department offi-
cials remained tight-lipped
about their findings. They
said it was up to the inquiry
committee to conclude
whether the installation of
the infrastructure constitut-
ed an offence. The commit-
tee inspected 41 locations,
including areas which the
government says have been
encroached upon by priv-
ate individuals.

‘Anomalies’ found at Sigur corridor
school in Mudumalai Tiger Reserve
Rohan Premkumar 
UDHAGAMANDALAM

Members of the Sigur Elephant Corridor Inquiry Committee at an
inspection of a farm-cum-residence in the notified elephant
corridor in the Mudumalai Tiger Reserve. SPECIAL ARRANGEMENT

At least seven people went missing when a boat
carrying them capsized in the river Ganga near
Patna on Friday, a senior government official
said. Patna District Magistrate Chandrashekhar
Singh said the mishap took place at 2.30 p.m.
near Mahveer Tola ghat when the boat carrying
14 people overturned midway. “The boat
overturned and sank in the middle of the river
Ganga. While seven people managed to swim to
safety and reached the shore of the river, seven
others remain missing,” Mr. Singh said. A search
operation has been launched by the State
Disaster Relief Force to trace the missing
persons, he said, adding that the missing persons
were yet to be traced. “We will engage the
personnel of the National Disaster Response
Force and continue to search for the missing
persons on Saturday,” Mr. Singh added. PTI

Seven missing after boat with 14
people capsizes in the Ganga 
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B
ahujan Samaj Party
(BSP) chief Maya-
wati on Friday tar-

geted the ruling BJP for de-
layed urban local bodies
polls in Uttar Pradesh and
alleged that the party is bu-
sy fulfilling the agenda of its
ideological mentor, the
Rashtriya Swayamsevak
Sangh (RSS).

“The BJP would have gi-
ven emphasis on OBC re-
servation in the civic polls,
if it had the right intention
and the aim was to not de-
lay the urban local body
polls, but the party is busy
in Sangh’s appeasement by
involving in issues such as
jihad, madrasa survey, con-
version,” Ms. Mayawati

said. 
She issued a statement

after the party’s one-day

convention attended by se-
nior leaders and district
chiefs from U.P. and Utta-

rakhand. The former four-
time Uttar Pradesh CM also
alleged that both the BJP
and the Congress are ‘anti-
reservation parties’. Ms.
Mayawati claimed that both
the national parties have
made the constitutionally
guaranteed right of Sche-
duled Castes (SC) and Sche-
duled Tribes (ST) almost in-
effective and have the same
attitude towards the OBC
groups. 

Vacant posts
“Due to the casteist mind-
set of these parties, thou-
sands of posts reserved for
OBCs, SCs and STs are va-
cant in the government
sector. Even the intention
of the Samajwadi Party (SP)
is not correct on the reser-
vation issue,” the former
Chief Minister added.

The BSP meeting was
convened at a time when
the OBC reservation issue
came into limelight in view
of the Allahabad High
Court order on December
27 directing the State go-
vernment to notify the Ur-
ban Local body (ULB) polls
at the earliest without any
reservation for the Other
Backward Classes (OBCs).
The Opposition parties are
trying to project the ruling
regime for being against
OBCs. Amid coming under
pressure from different
quarters, the State govern-
ment appointed a five-
member commission to
look into the issue of reser-
vation for the OBCs in the
urban bodies and appealed
in the Supreme Court chal-
lenging the High Court or-
der.

Mayawati slams BJP for delay
in urban local body polls in U.P.

BSP supremo Mayawati during a meeting of office-bearers at the
party office in Lucknow on Friday. PTI 

BSP chief alleges that the ruling party is busy fulfilling the RSS agenda; she says the BJP and the Congress have made the
constitutionally-guaranteed right of SCs and STs almost ineffective and have the same attitude towards the OBC groups 

The Hindu Bureau
LUCKNOW

Farewell 2022

Students of Gurukul Art School in Mumbai paint posters of major events that happened in 2022 to bid adieu to the year. EMMANUAL YOGINI

The body of Jharkhand ac-
tress Riya Kumari, who
was shot dead while going
to Kolkata in a car with her
husband and two-year-old
daughter, was cremated in
the State on Friday in the
presence of relatives and
local artists.

Her family demanded a
thorough probe into the
case.

The actress’ uncle Ajay
Kumar Rana brought her
body and her daughter
from Kolkata to her sister’s
residence at Singhani in
Hazaribagh district earlier
in the day.

West Bengal police ar-
rested her husband Pra-
kash Kumar on the charge
of murdering her.

Riya Kumari, who goes
by the screen name Isha
Aliya, was shot dead in
Howrah district in the ear-
ly hours of December 28.

Jharkhand
actor’s family 
for fair probe
into her death

Press Trust of India
JHARKHAND

Bihar Chief Minister Nitish Kumar on Friday met
the Dalai Lama at Bodh Gaya where the Tibetan
spiritual leader is on an annual retreat after a gap
of two years. Mr. Kumar reached the Tibetan
Monastery, where the Nobel Peace Prize winner
is staying, at 12.40 p.m., and received a warm
welcome from the octogenarian with whom he
spent close to half an hour. Mr. Kumar later
proceeded towards the Maha Bodhi temple,
situated at the site where the Buddha is said to
have attained enlightenment. The temple was
closed to the general public and elaborate
security arrangements were in place. PTI

Nitish meets Dalai Lama,
offers prayers at Bodh Gaya

INBRIEF
!

Vanita Sharma, mother of actor Tunisha Sharma,
whose body was found on a television show set
in Palghar last week, said on Friday her death
could be a case of murder. She also accused
co-actor Sheezan Khan and his family of trying to
force her daughter to convert. Ms. Sharma
claimed that her daughter had checked the
mobile phone of Mr. Khan, with whom she was
in a relationship but had broken up, and found
WhatsApp chats with some other woman, and
when Tunisha confronted Mr. Khan about it, he
slapped her. PTI

Tunisha's death appears to be
case of murder, says mother

Ten women survivors of the
1984 Bhopal gas tragedy be-
gan an indefinite fast in
Neelam Park here on Friday
seeking additional compen-
sation for victims.

The Bhopal gas tragedy
took place in the interven-
ing night of December 2-3 in
1984 when several lakh peo-
ple were exposed to methyl
isocynate from a Union Car-
bide pesticide factory, leav-
ing several thousand dead.

Addressing a press con-
ference, functionaries of
five outfits to which these
ten women belong to

claimed that victims and
their kin will be denied re-
lief if the Union and M.P. go-
vernments do not revise the
fatality and injury figures in
the curative petition, for ad-
ditional compensation from
Union Carbide and its cur-
rent owner Dow Chemical,
that will be heard in the Su-
preme Court soon.

“The women who start-
ed a fast are from poor Hin-
du and Muslim families.
They, like many, continue to
suffer from illnesses caused
by the gas leak,” said Rashi-
da Bee, president of the
Bhopal Gas Peedit Mahila
Stationery Karmchari
Sangh.

Bhopal tragedy: 10
women start fast for
extra compensation 

Press Trust of India
BHOPAL
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The United Democratic
Front (UDF) has demanded
a court-supervised investi-
gation by a Central agency
into the allegations of
wealth amassment against
CPI(M) central committee
member and former Minis-
ter E.P. Jayarajan.

Briefing the media on
Friday, its convener M.M.
Hassan said the allegations
raised against Mr. Jayarajan
from within the CPI(M)
were grave. The UDF
sought the supervision of
the court in the probe, as
Central agencies had been
adopting a pro-CPI(M)

stand on the cases they had
investigated against party
leaders. The allegations
against Mr. Jayarajan in-
cluded money laundering,
misuse of official position,
favouritism, and causing
ecological damage.

The UDF would hold
protest marches across the
State on January 4 demand-
ing a probe into the allega-
tions. 

The front decided to
hold campaigns against the
government’s stand on the
demarcation of ecological-
ly sensitive zones between
January 5 and 15. Dean Ku-
riakose, Idukki MP, would
take out a march in the dis-
trict from January 13 to 23. 

CPI(M) leader should
face probe by Central
agency, says UDF

The Hindu Bureau
KOCHI The State secretariat of the

Communist Party of India
(Marxist) [CPI(M)], which
met here on Friday,
seemed resolutely silent on
whether or not it had
weighed the “nepotism
charges” levelled against
Left Democratic Front
(LDF) convener E.P. Jayara-
jan by his party colleague
from Kannur P. Jayarajan.

Speculation had been
rife in the media for the
past several days that Mr. P.
Jayarajan had accused Mr.
E.P. Jayarajan of giving pol-
itical cover and patronage
to a hilltop Ayurveda resort
co-owned by his relatives
in Kannur. 

The CPI(M) has since
termed the “insinuation” a
figment of “feverish” me-
dia imagination. However,
the party’s reticence to
comment on the touchy
topic sparked more conjec-
tures. Some sections of the
media claimed that Mr.
E.P. Jayarajan had denied

the charges at the CPI(M)
secretariat meeting and
claimed he had no stakes
in the resort. He reported-
ly pointed out that his rela-
tives were independent
entities.

Media reports also
claimed Mr. E. P. Jayarajan
“told” the meeting that the
project had taken off when
the United Democratic
Front (UDF) was in power
in 2014. So there was no
conflict of interest. 

Some insiders theorised
that the CPI(M) was bound
to institute a commission
to investigate serious
charges against any mem-
ber, given the so-called
“rectification document”
issued by the party State
committee recently.

CPI(M) State secretariat meet
silent on E.P. Jayarajan issue

G. Anand
THIRUVANANTHAPURAM

E.P. Jayarajan

India prefers to have good
ties with its neighbours,
but not at the cost of na-
tional security, Defence
Minister Rajnath Singh has
said.

Inaugurating the 90th
annual pilgrimage at the
Sivagiri Madhom in Varka-
la on Friday, Mr. Singh re-
called former Prime Mi-
nister Atal Bihari
Vajpayee’s remark that
“you can change your
friends, but not your

neighbours.”
Mr. Singh’s remarks as-

sume significance against
the backdrop of the latest
border tensions with Chi-
na. 

“We prefer to have
good relations with all our
neighbours. But we will
never compromise on na-
tional security,” he said.

Sree Narayana Guru’s
endeavours to strike a ba-
lance between the ancient
Indian culture and moder-
nity and his ideas on edu-
cation, empowerment, in-
dustry and organisation

were relevant even today,
Mr. Singh said.

‘Draw inspiration’
Guru’s call for ‘prosperity
through industry’ was the
essence of the Modi go-
vernment’s Atmanirbhar
Bharat campaign which
aimed at making the coun-
try self-reliant, he said,
urging the people to draw
inspiration from the Gu-
ru’s vision of ‘strength
through organisation’ so
that India would once
again be regarded as ‘Vish-
wa Guru.’

The concepts of liberty,
equality, fraternity and
peace were embedded in
Indian culture. Long be-
fore the West spoke about
equality of human beings,
Indians had spoken about
the oneness of all living
things, he said.

Developmental activi-
ties being undertaken at
the Sivagiri Madhom with
Central assistance would
be speeded up, Mr. Singh
said, responding to a re-
quest from Swami Sachi-
dananda, president, Sree
Narayana Dharma Sang-

ham Trust.
Sree Narayana Guru did

not attempt to create a
new religion but pro-
pounded the concept of
Ekaloka Darshanam, Swa-
mi Sachidananda said.

MLAs V. Joy and Kada-
kampally Surendran, Sree
Narayana Dharma Sang-
ham Trust board member
Swami Sookshmananda,
general secretary Swami
Shubhagananda were
among those present.

The annual pilgrimage
will conclude on January
5.

‘India prefers good ties, but not at the cost of security’
The Hindu Bureau
THIRUVANANTHAPURAM

Senior Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP) leader Uma
Bharti on Friday said her party does not “hold
patents” on Lord Ram, Hanuman or the Hindu
religion and anybody can have faith in them, but
“our faith is beyond political gains”. In a
statement in Bhopal, the former Madhya Pradesh
Chief Minister also said it was not the BJP which
inculcated in her the faith in Ram, the Tricolour,
Ganga and cow, but “it was already within me”.
“The BJP does not hold patents on Ram and
Hanuman or the Hindu religion. Anyone can
have faith in them. The difference is that our faith
is beyond political gains,” she said. On her
demand for a ban on liquor in the State, she said
had drawn a line that she will do what the BJP
decides.

BJP does not hold patents on
Ram, Hinduism: Uma Bharti
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T
he Idol Wing CID
(IWCID) of the Ta-
mil Nadu Police

has traced three antique
idols abroad — a Nataraja
idol with Christie’s in
France, Alinganamurthy
with Sotheby’s in New York
and a granite Buddha in
Manhattan, U.S. These
were reportedly stolen
from the temples in Tiru-
nelveli, Perambalur and
Kancheepuram districts
several years ago. 

Inspector Shameem Ba-
nu of the Tirunelveli IWCID
unit, recently on learning

about the burglary of idols
from the Kodanda Ramas-
wamy temple, Kovilpatti in
1970s, decided to make en-
quiries about the theft of

four metal idols — a Natara-
ja, an idol of Akilandeswari
Amman and two others.
Three of the idols were re-
covered in 1972 while the
Nataraja idol was yet to be
recovered. The case was
reinvestigated by her. 

Subsequently, the offic-
ers of the wing came
across an auction notice is-
sued by Christies.com list-
ing a Nataraja idol for sale. 

After concluding that
the idol was the one stolen
from the temple, Director-
General of Police, IWCID,
K. Jayanth Murali, com-
municated with the Indian
authorities in France and
the auction was stopped.

Similarly, the Idol Wing
recently received a com-
plaint from a person in Ko-
vilpalayam, on the theft of
a metal statue of Lord
Chandrasekhar and His
Consort in an embrace on
a single pedestal (Alingana-
murthy) and the dancing
Sambandar metal statue.
After looking for the idol
with various artefact col-
lectors in vain, the officers
finally stumbled upon on a
catalogue of Sotheby’s. Mr.
Murali said, “Our investiga-
tion revealed that Sothe-
by’s had sold the idol of
Alinganamurthy in 1998
for $85,000.” The Idol
Wing has readied papers to

identify the collector who
purchased the idol and
have it returned to India.

The Idol Wing also activ-
ated the investigation fol-
lowing a complaint alleg-
ing that some persons
broke into the Adhikesava
Perumal Temple in 2003
and took away an antique
stone Buddha statue in a
sitting pose.

The antique stone Budd-
ha statue has been seized
from international smug-
gler Subash Kapoor’s gal-
lery in New York by the
District Attorney’s office in
Manhattan. The Idol Wing
is now preparing the pap-
ers to bring the idol back.

Idol Wing of Tamil Nadu Police
traces three stolen idols abroad 

The bronze idol of Nataraja
stolen from Kovilpatti temple.

The antique idols were stolen from temples in Tirunelveli, Perambalur and Kancheepuram many years ago; Nataraja idol is
with Christie’s in France; Alinganamurthy with Sotheby’s in New York and granite Buddha in Manhattan, U.S.

R. Sivaraman
CHENNAI

In a five-year study, scien-
tists of the National Centre
for Biological Sciences
(NCBS) in Bengaluru have
discovered secrets of a
long evolutionary game
through which butterflies
come to warn, fool, and es-
cape their predators using
traits such as wing colour
patterns and even flight
behaviour.

The study conducted by
Ph.D. students Dipendra
Nath Basu and Vaishali
Bhaumik, along with their
adviser, Krushnamegh
Kunte, has investigated the
butterfly mimetic com-

munities of the Western
Ghats.

Explaining the objective
of the study, which was
conducted between 2017
and 2022, the students said
that mimicry is an adaptive
phenomenon, and in mim-
icry, a palatable organism
resembles an unpalatable
organism to deceive
predators.

“The unpalatable one is
called models (Müllerian
co-models) and the palata-
ble one is called mimics
(Batesian mimics). Inter-
estingly, mimicry in butter-
flies is not limited to the re-
semblance in wing colour
patterns alone, as some
mimics have also evolved

to imitate the flight beha-
viours of model species. In
nature, multiple model
and mimic butterflies
could be found in the same

habitat at the same time.
These similar-looking co-
occurring butterflies to-
gether form a mimetic
community,” Mr. Basu and

can be carried forward to
investigate whether the
rate of trait evolution is si-
milar in young communi-
ties, such as in the Western
Ghats versus large, old
communities in Northeast
India, Southeast Asia and
the neotropics. We suspect
that the evolutionary dy-
namics of functional traits
depend heavily on the age,
size and complexity of the
biological communities,”
the duo said.

In this study, for the first
time, evolution of multiple
traits was examined in a bi-
ological community, espe-
cially in a biodiversity hot-
spot of the Indian
subcontinent.

Ms. Bhaumik told The Hin-

du. They added that these
mimetic communities are
generally common in trop-
ical and sub-tropical biodi-
versity hotspots. The NCBS
team in order to find out
how these two mimetic
traits (wing colour patterns
and flight morphology)
evolve over time, investi-
gated the butterfly mimetic
communities of the West-
ern Ghats.

Evolution of trait
The duo said that their
findings have shed light on
how the rate of trait evolu-
tion helps butterflies to es-
cape their predators.

“These (the findings)

Study shows butterflies bedazzle predators and escape
Hemanth C.S.
BENGALURU 

Deceiving tactics: The Indian Wanderer butterfly in which only
females are mimetic and males are not. FAHIM KHAN

The Bharatiya Janata Party
sounded the election bugle
in the Vokkaliga heartland
of Mandya in Karnataka,
with Union Home Minister
Amit Shah asking the peo-
ple of the region to reject
both the Congress and the
Janata Dal(S).

Addressing a public ral-
ly here on Friday, Mr. Shah
described the Congress as
“dynastic” and the JD(S) a
“family affair”, and alleged
that both had milked Kar-
nataka’s coffers. He de-
scribed them as “commu-
nal and casteist” and
accused them of “protect-
ing criminals”.

Both the parties, mean-
while, hit back at Mr. Shah.
JD(S) leader H.D. Kumaras-
wamy, in a series of tweets,

said these accusations
were rich, coming from a
party accused of seeking
“40% commission” from
contractors and which was
mired in a series of scams.

Considered for long as
the bastion of JD(S) and al-

so a region where the Con-
gress is formidable, the BJP
drew a blank in Mandya in
the 2018 Assembly elec-
tion, while the JD(S) won
all seven seats. One of the
MLAs has since defected to
the BJP. 

The party is trying to
strengthen its presence in
the Old Mysore belt in the
run-up to the 2023 polls.

Mr. Shah also accused
the Congress of “paying lip
sympathy” to the cause of
social justice and claimed
that it was the BJP that had
worked for the cause. The
BJP made Ram Nath Ko-
vind and Droupadi Murmu
— both from vulnerable
sections — Presidents, he
said.

Mr. Shah launched a dia-
tribe against the Congress
and accused it of being
“soft” on terrorism. He
said that while the then
Chief Minister Siddara-
maiah withdrew cases
against the Popular Front
of India, the BJP banned
the outfit which, he said,
“brought relief and securi-
ty” to Karnataka.

Amit Shah launches attack on JD(S)
and Congress in Vokkaliga heartland
R. Krishna Kumar
MANDYA

Tough talk: Union Home Minister Amit Shah addressing a public
rally in Mandya on Friday. M.A. SRIRAM 

The two communities
cleared for reclassification
under the OBC quota by
the Karnataka Cabinet, the
Vokkaligas and the Vee-
rashaiva-Lingayats, are
viewing the decision with
caution and are awaiting a
clarity on its implications.

In light of the Cabinet
decision to carve out a sep-
arate category of 2C for the
Vokkaliga community, cur-
rently classified under 3A
among the Backward
Classes, Adichunchangiri
Math seer Nirmalananda
Swami has convened a
meeting of Vokkaliga Mi-
nisters in the State, where
the issue will be discussed.

Meanwhile, speaking in
Belagavi, Basava Jaya Mru-
tyunjaya Swami, honorary

president of the Pancha-
masali reservation agita-
tion committee and seer of
the Lingayat Panchamasali
Peetha of Kudalasangama,
said: “I want to react to it
after reading and under-
standing the order issued
by the government on
this.”

On similar lines, Vokka-

liga Sangha president and
Janata Dal (Secular) legisla-
tor C.N. Balakrishna told
The Hindu: “We do not
have full information about
the Cabinet decision yet,
and we do not know how
this will pan out. We will
make an announcement
only after the meeting
where the pros and cons of
the proposal will be
discussed.”

He said that the com-
munity has demanded an
increase in the reservation
from the current 4% to 8%
for the Vokkaliga commun-
ity in the 3A category. 

EWS category
“We had also sought reser-
vation for the Vokkaligas
living in urban areas under
the EWS category.”

Basava Jaya Mrutyun-
jaya Swami said that state-

ments of Law Minister J.C.
Madhuswamy raises sever-
al doubts. 

“We do not know if the
government will introduce
internal reservation
among OBC categories and
fix different quotas for dif-
ferent groups,” he said. 

Legal opinion
The seer met leaders like
Iranna Kadadi, Shivaku-
mar Magdum, Ravindra Pa-
til, and others in Belagavi
on Friday morning. He said
he was leaving for Bengalu-
ru to discuss, with legal ex-
perts, a decision on the fu-
ture course of action. 

“If we find that the State
government has no real in-
tention of providing us 2A
like facilities, we will conti-
nue the agitation. That will
be announced soon,” he
said.

Panchamasali, Vokkaliga leaders view
Cabinet decision on quota with caution
The Hindu Bureau
BELAGAVI/BENGALURU

Basava Jaya Mrutyunjaya Swami

BRS MLA Pilot Rohith Red-
dy of Tandur constituency
in Telangana did not turn
up at the office of the En-
forcement Directorate
here on Friday. 

Mr. Reddy, who was
questioned by ED officials
on December 19 and 20 in
the Enforcement Case In-
formation Report no. 48,
was supposed to appear
again on Friday. 

Two days ago Mr. Reddy
moved the High Court
seeking an order setting
aside the ED case and the
proceedings against him.
Declining the stay, the
High Court directed the ED
counsel to file counter affi-
davit by January 5. 

BRS MLA
Rohith Reddy
fails to appear
before ED 

The Hindu Bureau
HYDERABAD

Legal experts are skeptical
of the State government’s
proposal to create separate
categories for Vokkaligas
and Veerashaiva-Lingayats
among Other Backward
Classes and enhance their
reservation by carving it out
of the Economically Weaker
Section (EWS) quota pool.
They contend that it may
not stand legal scrutiny, be-
sides causing confusion.

Under pressure in the
election year from the Vok-
kaligas and the Panchama-
salis (a sub sect of Veerashai-
va-Linagayats), the State
Cabinet on Thursday ap-

proved creation of two new
categories of 2C and 2D for
Vokkaligas and Veerashaiva-
Lingayats, respectively. 

The reservation quan-
tum, to be determined after
receiving the final report
from the Karnataka State
Commission for Backward
Classes (KSCBC), is pro-
posed to be carved out from
the 10% EWS quota.

“We will fix the percen-
tage of EWS quota, consi-
dering their population.
Then, the remaining per-
centage points will be allo-
cated to the newly created
categories,” said Law and
Parliamentary Affairs Minis-
ter J.C. Madhuswamy on
Thursday. 

However, experts say
that the decision is uncon-
stitutional. “Article 15 (6)
and 16 (6) that provides for
EWS reservation has specif-
ically excluded Backward
Classes,” said Ravi Varma
Kumar, former chairman,
KSCBC.  

“Hundreds of communi-
ties classified as Backward
Classes receive a total of
32% reservation. How can
Vokkaligas and Lingayats
alone be picked for propor-
tional representation, when
there are more backward
communities in category 1
and category 2A that are
languishing without proper
representation?” he asked,
also adding that 13% Mus-

lims receive 4% reservation,
calling it “discriminatory.”

Further, there has to be
empirical data before such
a decision is taken, he
added.

Stating that the proposal
may not pass legal scrutiny,
another former chairman of
KSCBC C.S. Dwarkanath
said that it was not scientific
and described it as an effort
to cause confusion. 

“The government is mis-
guiding the two communi-
ties. Currently backward
class reservation is under
Article 16 (4) based on caste
and the EWS reservation is
under Article 16 (6), which
is based on class. The two
are unconnected. How can

you convert caste into
class?” he said. 

Final report awaited
Meanwhile, chairman of
Backward Classes Commis-
sion K. Jayaprakash Hegde,
who submitted an interim
report to the government
following which the two
new categories were
formed, said: “When the fi-
nal report has to be submit-
ted, empirical data has to be
submitted.” 

When asked if the final
report would be submitted
in two to three months, he
said: “We will try our best.
We have to see whether we
can consider the present
data or take some of it.”

Experts skeptical of proposal to enhance
reservation for Lingayats and Vokkaligas 
Sharath S. Srivatsa
BENGALURU

PMK president Anbumani
Ramadoss on Friday ex-
pressed hope that the 10.5%
internal reservation for Van-
niyars in education and em-
ployment in Tamil Nadu
would become a reality
soon.

Speaking at the special
general council meeting of
the party at Pattanur near
Puducherry, he claimed that
there were strong indica-
tions that legislation envi-
saging reservation for Vanni-
yars would become a reality

in the next six months. Re-
ferring to the proposed
move of the Central Public
Sector Undertaking (CPSU)
NLC India Limited (NLCIL)
to acquire over 25,000 acres

of land for its Mines III pro-
ject, Mr. Ramadoss felt
there were clear indications
of the CPSU being handed
over to a ‘big’ private player
by the Union government.

Internal reservation for
Vanniyars will become a
reality, says PMK president
The Hindu Bureau
PUDUCHERRY

PMK founder S. Ramadoss, president Anbumani Ramadoss and
others at the special general council meeting of the party on Friday. 

President Droupadi Murmu on Friday concluded
her customary winter sojourn here in Hyderabad
and left for Delhi on an Indian Air Force special
flight. During her five-day stay, she interacted
with students, virtually inaugurated Eklavya
Model Residential Schools of the Ministry of
Tribal Affairs at Komaram Bheem Asifabad and
Mahabubabad districts, inaugurated Sammakka
Saralamma Janjati Pujari Sammelan, laid
foundation stone for the development of tourism
infrastructure at Bhadrachalam temple, and
addressed the probationers of the 74th batch of
the Indian Police Service at the Sardar
Vallabhbhai Patel National Police Academy,
among other events.

President Murmu concludes
customary southern sojourn

INBRIEF
!

A large number of tourists stranded in over 400
vehicles near South Portal of the Atal Tunnel in
Rohtang Pass following snowfall have been
rescued, officials said on Friday. The vehicles
were stuck as slippery conditions prevailed after
snowfall at the tunnel on the Manali-Leh
highway. Police teams from Keylong and Manali
launched a rescue operation, which took 10-12
hours and concluded around 4 a.m. on Friday. 

Tourists stranded in Atal
Tunnel rescued by police 

As many as 19 bureaucrats have been appointed
to different central government departments as
part of a senior-level bureaucratic reshuffle
effected by the Centre on Friday. Padam Lal Negi
has been appointed as joint secretary and
financial advisor, Ministry of Civil Aviation;
Sanjeev Kumar Kassi will be joint secretary,
Ministry of Coal; and Gangadhar Panda will be
the additional director of the Directorate General
of Foreign Trade (DGFT), according to an order
issued by the Personnel Ministry. PTI

Centre effects joint
secretary-level reshuffle 
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D
ecember 2021 and December 2022 could
not have been more contrasting for In-
dia’s pharmaceutical industry. Last year,

it was hailed for developing vaccines that inocu-
lated billions against the coronavirus and under-
lined its moniker as the ‘pharmacy of the world’.
This year, two Indian drug-manufacturing firms
stand accused by two countries of producing tox-
ic cough syrup linked to the deaths of children —
at least 66 in The Gambia and 18 in Uzbekistan.
While The Gambia case was highlighted by the
World Health Organization (WHO), the second
case has been flagged by the Uzbek Health Minis-
try. In both cases, it is not conclusively esta-
blished that consuming the syrup directly led to
the deaths. What is of concern is that in both
countries, batches were spiked with ethylene gly-
col or diethylene glycol, i.e., industrial chemicals
that have no business being inside bottles of
cough syrup. The Indian government adopted a
truculent stance after the scandal in The Gambia.
While the export licence of the Haryana-based
Maiden Pharmaceuticals Ltd., which supplied
the syrup to The Gambia, was revoked, Indian
authorities, rather than investigating how the
cough syrup was spiked, chose to question
WHO’s assessment that it was the cough syrup
that caused the acute kidney injury linked to the
deaths. The Drugs Controller General of India
(DCGI) brazened it out with WHO in a letter sug-
gesting that its own tests of ‘control samples’ of
the Maiden Pharma-product showed them to be
free of contaminants. It did not address how The
Gambian panel’s own tests found the contami-
nants, or how ‘control samples’ have nothing to
do with the actual spiked samples. The DCGI,
and subsequently the Health Ministry, chose to
thereafter take the line that The Gambian scandal
was part of a conspiracy to “malign” India’s rep-
utation as a supplier of pharmaceutical goods.

In the case of the Noida-based Marion Biotech,
which made the Dok-1 Max cough syrup associat-
ed with the deaths in Uzbekistan, the Govern-
ment has again revoked the export licence and,
reportedly, ordered a freeze on its production fa-
cilities. Because it is early days and there is no
WHO-verdict on the causes of contamination
here, the Indian government has sought to adopt
a wait-and-watch position. It is high time that In-
dia takes a serious look at the core issue of why
batches of exported cough syrup have been
found to be laced with banned chemicals rather
than play victim. While mistakes happen, not tak-
ing corrective measures is what threatens India’s
image and undermines trust in Indian industry. 

Precipice of shame 
Not taking corrective measures is what

undermines trust in Indian pharma

T
he return of Benjamin Netanyahu as Is-
rael’s Prime Minister for a sixth time
marks a decisive shift in its domestic pol-

itics and its relationship with the Palestinians. If
in the past his right-wing Likud party had formed
diverse governing coalitions with centrist and re-
latively moderate parties, in the current six-party
right-wing coalition, five are ultra-orthodox and
far-right Jewish nationalist parties that make even
Likud look moderate. The coalition agreement, a
document that determines governing agendas,
suggests that Mr. Netanyahu’s government would
pursue radical right-wing policies, seeking to ex-
pand illegal Jewish settlements in the occupied
West Bank and East Jerusalem, remake the judi-
cial system by handing more powers to Parlia-
ment over courts, and amend the Basic Law, re-
moving hurdles for those with extremist views
from contesting elections. Itamar Ben-Gvir, a far-
right politician convicted for Jewish terror links
and inciting racism in 2007, is the Security Minis-
ter, with powers over Israel’s police force. Bezalel
Smotrich, leader of the ultranationalist Religious
Zionism Party, and now the new Finance Minis-
ter, wants to fund more Jewish settlements. Some
of Mr. Netanyahu’s coalition members are also
known for their anti-LGBT positions.

For Mr. Netanyahu and Likud, the formation of
Israel’s most right-wing coalition is a natural pro-
gression of the politics they have followed. In the
past, Mr. Netanyahu embraced ultra-orthodox
and right-wing parties, pursued conservative
agendas, walked back from peace and cracked
down on the Palestinians, and deepened the oc-
cupation. It helped him become Israel’s longest
serving PM. But the Netanyahu era also reshaped
Israel’s politics, pushing it to the extreme right.
The Prime Minister has dismissed criticism that
his coalition would endanger Israel’s democracy.
At the same time, he has projected himself as a
tough Prime Minister who would implement the
coalition’s agenda. “The Jewish people have an
exclusive and indisputable right to the entire land
of Israel,” he said on Wednesday, referring to his-
torical Palestine and suggesting that settlements
would continue unabated. If the Knesset passes
judicial reforms, the government, with the sup-
port of 64 MPs in the 120-member Parliament,
can override even Supreme Court rulings. Be-
sides, parties such as the Shas, the United Torah
Judaism and Religious Zionism will influence the
government’s decisions that could alter the state-
religion balance in a country where over 20% of
the population are minorities. As Mr. Netanya-
hu’s coalition seems determined to remake Is-
rael’s politics internally and deepen the occupa-
tion and subjugation of the Palestinians
externally, it could also quicken the country’s fall
into an elected Jewish theocracy.

Bad to worse 
Netanyahu will quicken Israel’s fall

into a repressive theocracy  

T
he year 2022 can perhaps be best
summarised by a quote by Vladimir
Lenin: ‘There are decades where
nothing happens; and there are weeks

where decades happen.’
The year began with the ostensible

vanquishing of the COVID-19 pandemic, thanks to
the remarkable collective vaccination efforts of
science, business and governments across the
world. This significant accomplishment promised
to restore normalcy in daily lives and rekindle the
doused human spirit.

Alas, that was not meant to be. Just two
months into the new year, the fallibility of the
human mind reared its head in the form of the
Russia-Ukraine conflict, throwing the world into
disarray again. A global war, soon after a
pandemic was both rare and unfathomable.
Retaliatory economic sanctions and
weaponisation of trade dependencies have
triggered woes of inflation, recession and gas
shortage in winter, making lives miserable for
millions.

‘Foe trade’ and an aggressive China
The era of innovative consumer technologies
from America and Europe, mass produced in
Taiwan, Korea and Japan, and consumed in
China, Brazil and India, seems to be nearing its
end. America is now championing trade
restrictions against its enemies, promoting
trading blocs among its allies and incentivising
domestic production through large financial
assistance. Trusted free trade among nations has
turned into distrustful ‘foe trade’, leading to
formation of ‘friend trade’ groups and the
glorification of ‘economic nationalism’.

India’s explosive exports growth over the last
four decades has helped create millions of jobs,
bring in valuable foreign reserves, and spurred
domestic production and consumption. India
stands to gain from the established trade order
and can ill afford to get squeezed in the emerging
bipolar world of western and Russia-China
trading blocs.

In the midst of such profound global changes
comes the sudden, and incomprehensible
military aggression by China against India.
China’s advances into Indian territory are both
undeniable and unacceptable. The timing and
rationale of China’s military threat are intriguing
and, purportedly, has a larger motive than just
territorial interests across India’s borders. China
has managed to engineer a realignment of the
world order through strategic use of debt

diplomacy, economic power and a ‘common
enemy’ doctrine. The Chinese threat is neither
just a border dispute with India nor an isolated
bilateral conflict. It marks a fundamental
reshaping of global forces.

China’s economic might as the factory of the
world is what gives it the confidence and the
power to indulge in such aggression. Knee-jerk
reactions such as trade restrictions and economic
sanctions against China by western powers are
blunt measures that will backfire. The counter to
a Sino-centric world order is an economically
powerful India.

Social harmony is a necessary condition
Factories employing millions of people producing
billions of dollars of goods and services for the
world in a thriving India is the strongest response
to China. But social harmony is a necessary
condition for India’s rise as an economic power.
Factories cannot afford to differentiate amongst
people of multiple identities working together,
sowing distrust and hatred on the basis of
workers’ religion, identity, caste or class. Ability
is all that matters.

If we accept that India’s economic power holds
the key to its internal security, then it follows that
India’s social harmony is the foundation of its
edifice. It is in this context that the ongoing
Bharat Jodo Yatra led by Rahul Gandhi is
significant. Sadly, India’s communal harmony is
under threat, but of our own doing. There is a
lurking danger of one stray communal incident
erupting into large-scale violence and unrest. A
communally divided India on tenterhooks is a gift
to our enemies. Tormented sections of our
society can be easy targets for a preying attacker.
The yatra is a momentous effort to heal
communal wounds and strengthen the nation’s
social fabric to help surmount the geopolitical
and economic challenges facing the nation and
the world.

Cliched as it may sound, 2022 may go down in
history as the year when the global equilibrium
that lasted many decades and reaped tremendous
benefits was disrupted. Seemingly rational
pursuits of peace and prosperity are not the sole
or even primary motivator for all nations and
leaders. We must contest this ‘no more shared
rational pursuits’ premise for the emerging new
world order.

It is time to re-imagine India’s overall strategy
and re-evaluate our normative policy framework
in this backdrop of an irrational world. We need a
holistic military, diplomatic, social and economic

strategy and not be afraid to challenge
conventional wisdom.

There is an imminent need to modernise and
augment our defence capabilities with
state-of-the-art weaponry and not be held hostage
to antiquated military purchase norms and
processes.

A belligerent and hostile China will reaffirm
who India’s active friends are and who merely
observes from the sidelines. The established
foreign policy doctrine of non-alignment may
now conflict with India’s growing need for trade
and market access in the new economic world
order, and may need to be re-envisioned. India
needs a bolder geo-economic strategy to gain
preferential access to unique technologies and
capital from other nations in return for domestic
market access.

India’s politics will need to craft a new social
contract with citizens, as the traditional tools of
welfare and governance turn creaky and the gap
between the haves and have-nots widens further.
India’s economic road map will have to factor in
environmental concerns, move away from the
monopolies model of private enterprise, carve a
new inclusive, labour market focused economic
development path of production, and not chase
financialisation-driven GDP growth that has lost
relevance for the common person.

Look at decentralisation
India’s political governance model calls for
greater decentralisation and federalism reforms
to cater to widening divergence among States.
Centralisation played a critical role in holding
together and building the republic in the first half
a century after Independence. The time has now
come to let go and move away from a ‘one nation
one policy’ mindset. Stronger institutions are a
necessary condition for greater decentralisation.
Reforming public institutions with more powers,
autonomy, resources and accountability is
essential.

In a nutshell, the nation needs a new vision in
the new world. But the foundation for this new
vision is a harmonious and inclusive society that
embraces India’s unique plurality.
Incrementalism using existing tools, structures
and processes may not suffice. It requires the
collective efforts of all leaders across the political
spectrum to come together and craft a new
vision, for which the onus rests with the Prime
Minister. We sincerely hope for the sake of our
beloved country and its beautiful people that a
new awakening awaits.

In the new evolving world, India needs a new vision 

Shashi Tharoor

is a Congress Member
of Parliament and
former United Nations
Under Secretary
General

The foundation
for this new
vision is a
harmonious
and inclusive
society that
embraces
India’s unique
plurality;
incrementalism
using existing
tools, structures
and processes
may not suffice 

Praveen
Chakravarty 

is a senior office
bearer of the
Congress party and a
political economist

A
recent statement by a Member of
Parliament that same-sex marriages are
against the (so-called) cultural ethos of

India has once again stirred up the debate on
marriage equality. This is amidst a petition for
marriage rights of same-sex couples (under the
Special Marriage Act, 1954) pending before the
Supreme Court of India. The most obvious hurdle
in adjudication seems to be the legitimacy of the
institution — i.e., whether courts should intervene
in marriage rights or leave it to the wisdom of
Parliament. However, another factor that may
guide the Court urging it to intervene here is that
it previously decriminalised consensual same-sex
conduct on the basis of the ‘right to equality’ and
not merely the ‘right to privacy’. The question
then is: how difficult is the present challenge to
(no) marriage rights?

An aspect to the LGBTQ community’s legal
battle has been whether the law criminalising
sexual conduct has been violative of the right to
privacy or the right to equality. In the former,
one’s sexual orientation and choice of a sexual
partner were held intrinsic to privacy and
personal liberty. In the latter, equal treatment of
same-sex couples with those of heterosexual
couples was considered paramount. As argued by
lawyer Jonathan Berger, this makes a difference
because while a privacy analysis calls for a
complete ‘hands-off ’ approach from the state
where it should not interfere, an equality analysis
requires the state to take positive steps to ensure
equal treatment in all spheres of life. Thus, once
equal treatment with heterosexual persons is
established, it ought to become simpler to seek
sequential rights of equalising age of consent,
prohibiting employment discrimination, rights in
marriage, adoption etc..

Comparative law
The European Court of Human Rights, in
Dudgeon vs UK (1981), struck down the offence of
buggery in Northern Ireland as violative of Article

8 of the European Convention on Human Rights
because it disproportionately restricted personal
and family life. This restriction cast on the most
intimate part of personal life could not be
justified by any pressing social need. The court
thus adopted a privacy approach and did not go
into the question of equal treatment under
Article 14. It could be argued that this made it
difficult for a same sex couple, in Oliari vs Italy, to
seek marriage rights in Italy. Here, the court
reasoned that states could not be obligated to
grant marriage equality, provided there was some
form of legal recognition of their rights.
Moreover, that many European countries had not
yet granted marriage rights and only recognised
civil partnerships shaped the court’s decision.

On the contrary, a conscious decision by
LGBTQ lawyers and activists in South Africa to
litigate rights based on ‘equality’ made sure they
won successive battles, beginning with
constitutional protection of ‘sexual orientation’
and judicial recognition of marriage, adoption,
etc. Dealing with decriminalisation in National
Coalition for LGBTQ (1998), Justice Ackermann
compared the privacy and equality approaches
and opined how the latter was enabling and
granted greater protection to homosexual
persons. Thus, in Fourie (2005), the
Constitutional Court rejected the state’s argument
that the Constitution only protected the right to
establish family in private life without state
interference and not to marry. Exclusion to marry
was considered antithetical to equality and
dignity and permitting it would have meant that
marriage of a homosexual couple was inferior or
of lesser worth. This was constitutionally
impermissible.

The U.S. dealt with this quite differently since it
decriminalised same-sex relations (Lawrence vs
Texas 2003) and granted marriage equality
(Obergefell 2015), both under the due process
clause of the Fourteenth Amendment of its
Constitution, which prohibits the state from

taking away personal liberties without
substantive and procedural fairness. The focus
was thus on personal liberty.

A decriminalisation
Though belated, India adopted the South African
approach in Navtej Singh (2018). The top court
read down Section 377 IPC and decriminalised
consensual sexual conduct on the basis that it
created an unreasonable classification for
same-sex persons under Article 14, besides being
violative of bodily autonomy under Article 21. As
per the majority, unequal treatment to
homosexual persons meant that they were
treated as a separate class of citizens. Any
classification that perpetuated stereotypes was
violative of Article 15. Further, sexual orientation
implicated both negative and positive obligations
on the state. Besides non-interference, it called
for a recognition of rights to ensure true
fulfilment of same-sex relationships. Previously,
even in NALSA (2014), the Court acknowledged
the importance of sequential rights arising from
‘gender identity’ (employment, health care,
education, equal civil and citizenship rights).

Evidently, the Court focused on an
all-encompassing meaning of equality in all
spheres of life, essential for dignified living to
overcome prejudice. With this strong
equality-based reasoning, which is a notch higher
than mere protection of privacy, the exclusion of
marriage rights (under challenge) appears
difficult for the state to justify. The foundation of
equal treatment thus ought to pave the way for
marriage equality in India and not be left to the
vagaries of the legislature. This would be
significant in the Indian context where marriage
holds a special cultural and religious value, a
denial of which may reinforce the stigma faced by
same-sex couples. The Court may be the only
hope in claiming sequential rights where no
active steps have been taken by the Government
since the Court’s decision in 2018.

A strong case exists for marriage equality 

Shivani Vij

is an advocate
practising in Delhi

With the
judiciary
presenting
strong
equality-based
reasoning in
‘Navtej Singh’,
the exclusion of
marriage rights
appears difficult
for the state to
justify

Remote EVM
The Election Commission of
India has to make it clear
who exactly qualifies to be
a domestic migrant. Also, as
migrants are not a uniform
and definite class and have
fluid identities, locations
and situations, the ECI has
to create an inclusive
definition of migrants (Page
1, December 30). 
P. Victor Selvaraj,

Palayamkottai, Tamil Nadu

Testing is key
The Central and State
governments should start

who rose to become one of
the greatest in modern
sporting history. While
many of us wished that
Brazil had won the FIFA
2022 Cup, it is some comfort
that a South American team
is the winner.
R. Sivakumar,
Chennai

that he was an inspiration
for millions. Pele’s line, “I
was born to play football,
just like Beethoven was
born to write music and
Michelangelo was born to
paint,” was no exaggeration.
He made football what it is
today; he was a footballing
gentleman and an iconic
player with an elegance that
has rarely been bettered.
For my generation this is
one of our saddest days.
Bidyut Kumar Chatterjee,
Faridabad, Haryana

Football has lost its king,

Pele had the football scene
mesmerised. 
A.V. Narayanan,
Tiruchi, Tamil Nadu

Pele leaves behind a legacy
that is the envy of many a
player. His elevation to
international superstardom
was not an overnight
success, but the outcome of
consistent and meticulous
efforts.
Prabhakaran Vallath,
Vatakara, Kozhikode, Kerala

Having seen Pele in action
in Kolkata in 1977, I can say

game on earth is as
beautiful as football.
Millions of football fans
around the world have been
left devastated. Pele will
remain Pele, the only
synonym for football. 
M. Pradyu,
Thalikavu, Kannur, Kerala

The legend is a
chronological reference
milestone as far as football
is concerned — as before
Pele and after Pele. The
greatest of all time and a
role model every footballer
has wanted to emulate,

vigorous preparations to
combat any variant of
COVID-19 and not be hasty
in assuming that the
country may be dealing
with a weakened case. The
first step is to ensure a
compulsory screening test
for all travellers arriving in
India. The second is to
ensure adherence to
appropriate protocol. 
V. Venkitasubramanian,

Coimbatore

King Pele
Pele is an incarnation to
show the world that no
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G
eorge Thomas, a nonagenarian settler-
farmer from Muthukad, a verdant agri-
cultural village located 55 km away
from Kozhikode, is living in fear of the

future these days. The events unfolding in the
State over the Supreme Court’s direction that ev-
ery protected forest, national park and wildlife
sanctuary in the country should have a mandato-
ry eco-sensitive zone (ESZ) of 1 km starting from
their demarcated boundaries have caused him
great angst. The 10-acre land he holds was practi-
cally barren when his parents purchased it from
a local landlord in the early 1940s. He and his
children toiled on the land, located at an aerial
distance of about a kilometre from the Malabar
Wildlife Sanctuary, a protected area in Kozhikode
district, and converted it into farmland. Thomas,
who recently retired from active farming follow-
ing heart ailments, fears that the government will
take away the holding and render him landless
once the ESZ regime comes into effect.

Two protests
Farmers living on the fringes of other protected
areas harbour similar fears. When they voiced
their concerns in mid-December, the Church lent
them support. Bishop Remigiose Maria Paul In-
chananiyil, a high priest of the powerful Syro-Ma-
labar Church, declared at Koorachundu, 13 km
away from Thomas’s property, that the Church
would not mind taking extreme measures to pro-
tect the interests of the settlers. The fairly large
crowd that had gathered to listen to him raised
slogans against the government. The protests
were a throwback to the restiveness triggered by
the recommendations of the Western Ghats Ecol-
ogy Expert Panel (WGEEP) led by Madhav Gadgil
to conserve the fragile ecology of the mountain
chain between 2012 and 2014.

Bishop Inchananiyil heads the Thamarassery
Diocese. Thamarassery has a significant popula-
tion of Christians and farmers. The area was the
hub of protests in north Kerala against the
WGEEP report. Violent protesters, who were in-
flamed by rumours that their farmlands would be
taken back, had then set fire to a forest office and
a police vehicle. The ESZ demarcation move, too,
suddenly became an emotive issue for hundreds
of farmers in the region who have successfully
built their lives and settlements on forest fringes,
battling inclement weather and wild beasts.

The lead players during both these protests
have remained the same — the Catholic Church
and the settler-farmers. The Kerala Independent
Farmers Association, a pressure group of farmers
formed in 2020, is also at the forefront of mobilis-
ing public opinion this time.

During the 2012-14 protests, the Left Front,
comprising the Communist Party of India (Mar-
xist), the Communist Party of India, and a few
minor constituents, which were then in the Op-
position in the Kerala Assembly, supported the
settlers and the High Range Samrakshana Sa-
mithi — an organisation spearheaded by the
Church — and reaped political dividends. This
time, the Congress-led United Democratic Front
(UDF), which is in the Opposition, has lent sup-
port to the agitation, pushing the government to
work overtime to calm the protesters.

Idukki in central Kerala, which was on the boil
in the wake of the Gadgil report, has also wit-
nessed vociferous protests against ESZ demarca-
tion. Various sections of society in the hill district
have participated in public meetings, rallies, and
door-to-door campaigns against the buffer zone
regime. Several farmers fear that the regulations
that may accompany the ESZ delineation would
make farming impossible. They worry that they

could be gradually evicted from their holdings.
K.R. Santhosh Kumar, who owns 1.5 acres of

land with a title deed, and another 1.5 acres in
Kulamavu in Arakkulam panchayat, feels that the
creation of a buffer zone would lead to the set-
ting-up of a parallel administrative system run by
the State Forest Department. “Once the buffer
zone is notified, forest officers will call the shots
and cause unnecessary hurdles for farmers and
settlers,” he says.

P.J. Joseph, a farmer at Narakakkanam under
Mariyapuram panchayat in Idukki, owns 2.5
acres of land. He says the restrictions and laws
that have been introduced from time to time
have been hindering the everyday life of farming
communities. Joseph fears that farming will be-
come impossible once the buffer zone regime
kicks in.

‘Faulty report’
The Supreme Court order of June 3 prescribing
the buffer zone regime came at a most inoppor-
tune moment for the State government. Only re-
cently the government managed to wriggle out of
the sociopolitical imbroglio created by another
church — the Kerala Latin Catholic Church —
which had rallied the fisherfolk at Vizhinjam in
Thiruvananthapuram to hold a protest against
an upcoming international seaport project. That
agitation lasted for more than a hundred days.

Even before the apex court order, the Kerala
government had prepared a buffer zone regime
for its 24 protected areas, including 18 wildlife
sanctuaries and six national parks. Yielding to
public resistance, it submitted proposals to the
Union Ministry for Environment, Forest and Cli-
mate Change marking the buffer as zero in the
case of the protected areas with human settle-
ments in the vicinity beginning 2020. The Union
Ministry released the proposals to the public do-
main seeking comments from the stakeholders.
But these had to be redrawn following the June 3
order of the Supreme Court.

In its order, the apex court had directed the
Principal Chief Conservator of Forests of each
State and Union Territory (UTs) to draw up a list
of subsisting structures and other relevant de-
tails within the respective ESZs and furnish a re-
port within three months. The court had indicat-
ed that the States/UTs could take the assistance
of any governmental agency for satellite imaging

or photography using drones for the purpose of
preparing the list. The Kerala government en-
gaged the Kerala State Remote Sensing and Envi-
ronment Centre (KSRSEC) for this task. The court
also warned that in the event of any State/UT fail-
ing to submit a proposal, an area of 10 kilometre
would be considered as buffer zone in respect of
such sanctuaries or national parks and restric-
tions would be imposed in those areas. This, too,
prompted the Kerala government to act swiftly in
the case of its protected areas.

However, the KSRSEC report, which had in-
itially identified forest boundaries and marked
settlements using satellite imagery, didn’t find
traction with the general public. Complaints that
the report was faulty started pouring in even as
the January 11 deadline for the submission of the
report to the Supreme Court loomed large. There
were also allegations that the motive behind the
survey was to relocate people from the forest
fringes and thus expand forest cover in the State.

The KSRSEC report identified 49,330 existing
structures using satellite images, including 14,771
residential buildings and 2,803 commercial
buildings. The KSRSEC had also reported that 115
villages in Kerala would come under the buffer
zone of the protected areas of the State. Accord-
ing to its report, a total area of 1,588.709 sq. km
would come under ESZs. The sanctuaries and na-
tional parks in the State are spread over an area
of 3,441.207 sq. km. The assessment found that
83 tribal settlements were located within the
ESZs of the State.

With several organisations of farmers, factions
of the Church, and political parties protesting
against the ‘inaccuracy’ of the study, the Kerala
government was forced to appoint an expert
committee headed by Thottathil Radhakrishnan,
a former Chief Justice of the Calcutta High Court,
for field verification of the report.

The aerial survey report on the buffer zone has
stoked fears among hundreds of farmers of
Chempanoda village located nearly 57 km away
from Kozhikode.

“The report has come at a time when we are
fighting wild animal attacks and decreasing pric-
es of agricultural produces,” says 73-year-old V.M.
Thomas, who migrated to Chakkittapara from
Kottayam district nearly 50 years ago. He was
forced to relocate from the Peruvannamuzhi dam
area to Chakkittappara panchayat two decades
ago when the dam’s reservoir area was expand-
ed. He fears that the buffer zone regulations may
once again displace him and leave him at the
mercy of bureaucracy.

The price of land has plummeted following the
release of the aerial survey report. Landowners

worry that this will affect their plans based on the
asset value of their holdings. Among them are
those who had plans of migrating to urban areas.
“The option of encouraging our children to mi-
grate overseas so that we can survive on their
earnings has also been affected by the recent de-
velopments,” says P. Joseph, a farmer from Koora-
chundu. He worries that the educational aspira-
tions of students from rural areas will be affected.

The study
Surveyors say the study has been carried out in
line with the Supreme Court orders. “The
KSRSEC carried out a scientific study along the
lines prescribed by the Supreme Court to identify
the subsisting structures. The spatial land use
pattern of the 115 villages that fall within a kilo-
metre from the protected area was demarcated
from the satellite data. The work was carried out
using the cadastral maps and the present land
use/land cover pattern of the boundary sharing
villages from satellite data on the GIS platform,”
explains S. Jane Mithra, the lead scientist of the
project.

The surveyors classified individual structures
as residential, commercial, educational, reli-
gious, industrial, etc. The canopy cover, especial-
ly in forest areas, masked several land use/cover
patterns including subsisting structures and
roads. “The thick and dense canopy restricts the
identification of all the subsisting structures and
roads in the visual interpretation process. Yet, we
could mark around 85% of the structures,” he
points out. “The apex court has not sought the
exact number of structures but wanted the sub-
sisting structures to be recorded. We carried out
the scientific assessment and prepared the list as
instructed by the court.”

With public protest raging across districts,
Chief Minister Pinarayi Vijayan, with support
from the Opposition parties, is trying to cool pu-
blic sentiment. While assuring the people that
the government will safeguard the interests of the
farmers, Vijayan also announced a host of mea-
sures including setting up help desks in the 115
panchayats of the State that come under the ESZ
regime for physical verification of the holdings
and settlements that come under the zone.

The Chief Minister has distanced himself from
the report. At a recent press conference con-
vened to explain the steps taken by the State go-
vernment to protect the interests of the farmers
and settlers, he said that there were some issues
in the report prepared by the KSRSEC. He also
said that the State government would explore all
the legal options and seek more time from the Su-
preme Court to file the report.

V. Venu, Additional Chief Secretary, Kerala go-
vernment, feels that there is no need for worry
for the State as the apex court has pointed out
that the minimum width of the ESZ may be dilut-
ed in the public interest. Kerala has moved the
Central Empowered Committee (CEC) and the
Ministry of Environment, Forest and Climate
Change, which will give its recommendations on
the State’s plea to the Supreme Court. The top
court had kept this door open for the States, Ve-
nu points out.

Incidentally, the apex court had suggested that
the State governments should be able to convince
the CEC and the Ministry of overwhelming public
interest for any dilution of ESZ stipulation. The
court had offered to look into the recommenda-
tions of the Committee and the Ministry on the is-
sue and pass appropriate orders.

When the case comes up before the apex court
on January 11, Kerala is expected to reiterate its
original proposal to exclude human habitations
and settlements from the ambit of the buffer
zone. The State will make use of the aerial survey
report to highlight the density of the population
and the presence of human habitations in the
zone to take advantage of the apex court’s sugges-
tion that an ESZ may be diluted in overwhelming
public interest. “The Ministry has already filed a
revision petition before the court, pointing out
that efforts to demarcate the ESZ were nearing
completion in a few States including Kerala. It has
requested the court to allow these States to com-
plete the process, which may benefit the State,”
hopes Venu.

But the protests have not fully subsided. For a
State sandwiched between the mountains and
the sea, any attempt to alter or fine-tune the eco-
logical regulatory mechanism is sure to trigger a
volley of protests.

A protest march organised by the Kanjirappally diocese under the Syro-Malabar Church and Infarm, an independent farmers’ organisation in the agriculture sector under the church, at Mudakkayam on the border of Idukki-Kottayam districts on December 30 against the establishment of
buffer zones around reserve forests.. JOMON PAMPAVALLEY 

The other side of
the sanctuary 
The Supreme Court’s directive to mark a 1 km aerial distance from the boundaries of all protected areas as
ecologically sensitive has led to protests in Kerala. K.S. Sudhi, Mithosh Joseph and Sandeep Vellaram
report on the issue and the anxieties among farmers living on the fringes of protected areas 

The report
has come at
a time when
we are
fighting wild
animal
attacks and
decreasing
prices of
agricultural
produce 

V.M. THOMAS
Farmer

The Idukki Land Freedom Movement stages a road blockade at Kumily in Idukki demanding a zero buffer zone. SPECIAL ARRANGEMENT 

The apex court has not sought the exact
number of structures but wanted the
subsisting structures to be recorded. We
carried out the scientific assessment and
prepared the list as instructed by the court.

S. JANE MITHRA
Scientist
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Mr. Baghel has in the past written to the PM Na-
rendra Modi, asking him to issue a directive to the
Pension Fund Regulatory and Development Auth-
ority (PFRDA) to this effect.

Majority backing
A Bilaspur-based political commentator and acti-
vist, Sudiep Shrivastava, said that from a political
standpoint, the latest move could be a device for
displaying that an overwhelming majority of the
Chhattisgarh government’s employees are back-
ing it on the Old Pension Scheme (OPS). 

Notably, in Jharkhand, another State where ov-
er a lakh government employees were given the
option to choose between the new and old pen-
sion schemes, only 76 had opted to continue with
the New Pension Scheme (NPS) till December 28,
according to a newspaper report.

Chhattisgarh staff can
choose between plans

From Page One

India Ratings expects the IIP to grow in the “low
single digits” in November and core sectors to
grow around 5% again in December. 

“While power generation is up 13.3% till De-
cember 29, the steel and cement sectors are ex-
pected to register good growth in the near term
on the back of sustained capex support from both
the State and the Central governments,” the eco-
nomists pointed out.

‘IIP may trail core’
ICRA Ratings chief economist Aditi Nayar said that
the recovery from October’s tepid core sectors’
performance was partly driven by base effects,
but disaggregated trends were highly varied with
four sectors growing in double-digits and three re-
porting an unpleasant contraction.

“While the IIP will also display an improvement
to a growth of 3-4% in November from the con-
traction in the previous month, its performance
may trail that of the core industries, given the drag
imposed by weaker exports,” she reckoned.

The Commerce and Industry Ministry, which
releases the Index of Core Industries data, also re-
vised upwards the index for August 2022, raising
the output growth rate for that month to 4.2%
from 3.3% estimated earlier.

Core sector output rises
5.4% in uneven recovery

Returns on the Senior Citizens’ Savings Scheme
and the Monthly Income Account Scheme have
been raised by 40 bps each, taking them to 8%
and 7.1%, respectively.

“The size of the upward revision in rates of
some small savings schemes is smaller than what
we had anticipated,” ICRA chief economist Aditi
Nayar told The Hindu.

The Senior Citizens’ Savings Scheme’s returns
were raised from 7.4% to 7.6% for this quarter,
while the formula-determined rate was 8.04%.
Thus, its rate hike to 8% for the coming quarter al-
most bridges the entire deviation from the formu-
la-based rate.

Higher gap
However, there was a higher gap between the for-
mula-based rate of 7.5% for the October-to-Decem-
ber quarter and the new rates for the next quarter
in the case of the NSC (7.1%) and KVP (7.2%). 

Time deposits for one, two and three years,
have been granted the sharpest 110 bps increase in
returns, lifting their returns to 6.6%, 6.8% and
6.9%, respectively. 

Five year time deposits will earn 7% in the first
quarter of 2023 instead of 6.7% in the current
quarter, while five year recurring deposits will
continue to earn a 5.8% return, the same rate as
before.

Savings plans to yield
more in new quarter

Hours after taking part in
the last rites of his mother
in Gandhinagar, Prime Mi-
nister Narendra Modi on
Friday virtually inaugurat-
ed development projects
estimated at ₹7,800 crore
in West Bengal, in the pre-
sence of Chief Minister Ma-
mata Banerjee.

Mr. Modi was scheduled
to physically attend a num-
ber of events in Kolkata,
which included the launch
of the Vande Bharat Ex-
press connecting Howrah
to New Jalpaiguri and the
Joka-Taratala stretch of the
purple line of Kolkata
Metro.

Speaking at the event,
Mr. Modi said the Centre
was making record invest-
ment in the Railways, and
the latter was on the path
of transformation in a new
avatar. “In the past eight
years, the Railways has
worked on the foundations
of modernisation and in
the next eight years, it will
start a new journey to-

wards modernisation,” he
said.

He said in the past eight
years Metro Rail services
had been extended to two
dozen cities and the Metro
tracks were operating
across 800 km. 

He said the PM Gati
Shakti initiative was trying
to connect and bring a syn-
ergy in the different modes
of transportation in the
country.

Modi inaugurates
projects worth 
₹7,800 cr. in Bengal
The Hindu Bureau
KOLKATA

Mamata refuses
to take her seat
at railway event

KOLKATA

West Bengal Chief Minister
Mamata Banerjee on Friday
faced sloganeering from BJP
supporters during the launch
of the Vande Bharat Express at
Howrah station. A visibly angry
CM refused to get on the dais.
Railway Minister Ashwini
Vaishnaw and Governor C.V.
Ananda Bose tried to pacify Ms.
Banerjee and urged her to take
her seat but she did not oblige.

India and Saudi Arabia are
in talks to sign a Mutual Le-
gal Assistance Treaty
(MLAT) to obtain formal as-
sistance from each other in
investigations related to
criminal cases. 

Saudi Arabia is only
among a dozen other
countries that does not
have either an MLAT or
any other bilateral agree-
ment with India to facili-
tate such investigations. In-
dia has so far signed
MLATs with 45 countries,
and is also in talks to final-
ise MLATs with Italy and
Germany. 

According to the Union
Home Ministry, an MLAT is
“a mechanism whereby
countries cooperate with
one another in order to

provide and obtain formal
assistance in prevention,
suppression, investigation
and prosecution of crime
to ensure that the crimi-
nals do not escape or sa-
botage the due process of
law for want of evidence
available in different
countries”.

On November 7, India
held the first virtual nego-
tiation meeting with Saudi
Arabia to sign the treaty.
The Indian delegation was
led by officials from the
Home Ministry, the Minis-
try of External Affairs, the
CBI and the Law Ministry. 

In the past, Saudi Arabia
has deported several terror
suspects on India’s re-
quest. An official said the
signing of the treaty would
help in getting a conviction
for an accused in a court of
law, based on evidence
gathered through the mu-
tual agreement. MLATs are
used to send a formal re-
quest for investigation in
foreign countries for col-
lection of evidence, exami-
nation of witness and exe-
cution of orders of
attachment and confisca-
tion of assets. 

According to the Home
Ministry, in countries
which are not covered by
any bilateral agreement or
international convention,
the summons, notices and
judicial processes are
served on the basis of an
“assurance of reciprocity”.

Treaty will help in
getting a conviction
based on evidence
gathered through
mutual agreement

India, Saudi Arabia discuss
treaty on mutual assistance
for criminal investigations
Vijaita Singh
NEW DELHI

Praising the investigation
into the death of two Rus-
sian nationals in Odisha,
Moscow’s envoy Denis Ali-
pov on Friday took on Con-
gress leader Manish Tiwari
and reminded that crema-
tion was also a part of the
Russian culture. Mr. Tiwari
had earlier expressed
doubts about the handling
of the case in Odisha, hint-
ing that the cremation of
the bodies destroyed
evidence.

“We appreciate the in-
vestigation efforts by the
Indian authorities into the
death of two Russian na-
tionals in Odisha. Mean-
while, it would be useful
for some Hercule Poirot
lovers to learn that crema-
tion in Russia is as custom-
ary as burial,” Mr. Alipov

said on social media.
Pavel Antov, a Russian

businessman and lawmak-
er, and his associate, Vladi-
mir Budanov, died in unex-
plained circumstances in a
hotel in Rayagada district.
They were later cremated
after post-mortem. 

The local police have
ruled out any criminal an-
gle though doubts conti-
nue to linger.

Envoy praises probe
into death of Russian
nationals in Odisha

Denis Alipov

The Hindu Bureau
NEW DELHI

It is almost five years since
caste-based violence broke
out in Bhima Koregaon in
Pune, but more than 60%
of ‘clone copies’ of the evi-
dence against the 15 ac-
cused, who are activists, la-
wyers, journalists and
professors, have not been
shared with them.

A forensic clone is an ex-
act, bit-for-bit copy of a
piece of digital evidence.
This includes files, folders,
hard drives, and more. “It
has been nearly five years
now but 60% of the clone
copies, which form crucial
evidence collected by the
prosecuting agencies
against the accused, have

not been shared with
them,” said advocate Ba-
run Kumar, who is appear-
ing for some of the accused
in the case. He added, “A
direction was given by the
special NIA (National In-
vestigation Agency) court
to the Central agency in
May 2022 to provide all the
clone copies [to the ac-
cused] and despite that on-
ly 40% has been shared.”

On June 6, 2018, the
Pune Police launched a
crackdown and arrested
Surendra Gadling, Sudhir
Dhawale, Mahesh Raut,
Shoma Sen and Rona Wil-
son in connection with the
case. Varavara Rao, Sudha
Bharadwaj, Arun Ferreira,
and Vernon Gonsalves
were arrested on August

28. Gautam Navlakha and
Anand Teltumbde surren-
dered before the NIA on
April 14, 2020. Hany Babu
was arrested on July 28 the
same year, while Ramesh
Gaichor, Sagar Gorkhe and
Jyoti Jagtap were arrested
in September. The late
Father Stan Swamy was ar-
rested on October 8. He
died on July 5, 2021, while
in judicial custody.

Framing charges
On August 18, 2022, the
then Chief Justice of India
U.U. Lalit had told the trial
court to frame charges
against the accused within
three months. However, on
November 25, 2022, spe-
cial NIA judge R.J. Kataria
said it would take another

year to decide if charges
need to be framed in the
case. Currently, discharge
applications filed by some
of the accused are being
heard by the court.

In its chargesheet, the
NIA mentioned, “The in-
vestigation revealed that
the tentacles of conspiracy
were not only spread
throughout the country
but also extended beyond
India. The incriminating
documents recovered in-
cluded various documents
regarding mobilisation
against the Constitutional-
ly established government
by the Maoist cadres, infor-
mation about movement of
the security forces with an
intention to cause heavy
damage to the State.”

ice on June 12, 2019.”
On October 27, 2021, the

Supreme Court constituted
a technical committee
composed of Prof. Naveen
Chaudhary, Prof. P. Prab-
hakaran and Prof. Ashwin
Gumaste, overseen by Jus-
tice R.V. Raveendran, form-
er Supreme Court judge, to
investigate allegations of
unauthorised surveillance
through Pegasus spyware
in the case. The committee
requested the Director-
General of the NIA on Janu-
ary 30, 2022, to arrange for
mobile phones of some of
the accused as it was in-
formed to the committee
that their phones had been
allegedly infected by Pega-
sus. However, nothing has
come out of it so far.

A U.S.-based digital fo-
rensic company firm, Arse-
nal Consultancy, revealed
in a report released on De-
cember 10, 2021, that the
evidence collected by NIA
was planted by an attacker
in the computers of Mr.
Wilson, Mr. Gadling and
most recently in Father
Stan’s computer. The re-
port discloses, “On Febru-
ary 10, 2021, the consultan-
cy found that a
hacker-controlled Mr. Wil-
son’s computer for a pe-
riod of 22 months to plant
documents.” As per a re-
port released by the firm
on December 10, 2022, “Fr.
Swamy’s computer was
compromised from Octob-
er 19, 2014, till his compu-
ter was seized by Pune Pol-

Bhima Koregaon case accused yet to get 60% of clone
copies of evidence, even after 5 years since violence
Sonam Saigal
MUMBAI

Upset by the slogans of BJP supporters, Mamata chose not to take
the dais at the launch of Vande Bharat Express. DEBASISH BHADURI

Physical disabilities caused
by motor accident injuries
to persons belonging to
marginalised sections of
society will add to the sev-
ere discrimination they al-
ready face, the Supreme
Court has said in a
judgment.

“It is almost universally
seen that persons from
marginalised backgrounds
often face an additional
layer of discrimination due
to bodily disabilities. This
is because persons from
marginalised sections of
the society already face
severe discrimination due
to a lack of social capital,
and a new disability more
often than not compounds
to such discrimination,” a
Bench of Justices Krishna
Murari and S. Ravindra
Bhat observed in a verdict. 

The Bench said road ac-
cident compensation
awarded by courts in such
cases should be substantial
enough to at least restore
the victims to the position
they were in before the
mishap. 

While awarding com-
pensation in cases of per-
manent disability caused
to claimants, the courts
must look at the case in to-
tality, and must consider
the socio-economic back-
ground of the claimants, it
said. The court was consi-
dering the case of a scrap
dealer who was left with
70% permanent disability
when the public transport
bus he was travelling in
met with an accident as a
result of rash driving. It or-
dered the State Road Tran-
sport Corporation to pay
₹38.7 lakh as compensa-
tion to the man, while not-
ing that he came from an
economically weaker sec-
tion of society.

SC bats for
accident
victims from
marginalised
sections 

The Hindu Bureau
NEW DELHI

V
oicing concern ov-
er long-pending
cases, some dating

back even to the 1970s,
Chief Justice of India D.Y.
Chandrachud said courts
in the country should en-
sure that “the judicial clock
moves ahead at least 10
years” by Independence
Day, 2023.

He was addressing a
gathering of Andhra Pra-
desh High Court judges,
judicial officers and other
legal experts at Acharya
Nagarjuna University. 

The Chief Justice of In-
dia (CJI) inaugurated the
A.P. Judicial Academy and
launched the High Court’s
digitisation programme
and various other
initiatives.

“Across the country, al-
most 14 lakh cases have
been delayed as some kind
of record or document is
being awaited. Across the
country, more than 63 lakh
cases are considered to be
delayed as per the National
Judicial Data Grid (NJDG)
data, due to non-availabili-
ty of counsel. We really
need the support of the
Bar to ensure that our
courts are functioning at
optimum capacity,” Justice
Chandrachud said.

He added: “For in-
stance, in A.P., the oldest
civil case pending in Gun-
tur was registered on
March 22, 1980. The oldest
criminal case is at Kalyan-
durg court, Anantapur dis-
trict, which was registered
on September 19, 1978.
From 1980 to 1990 in Gun-
tur, there are four civil cas-
es and one criminal case
pending. So, the district
court can move ahead by
10 years, just by the dispo-
sal of these five cases.”

“In the High Court, the
oldest case is from 1976,
and it needs to dispose of
just 138 cases to move 10
years ahead of the curve.”

He continued, “The da-
ta in A.P. is not mind-bog-
gling, as it is in many other
States. But if you use sim-

ple tools which are now
available on the NJDG, we
will be able to do justice
and revolutionise the im-
age of the judiciary.”

Benefits of digitisation
Underlining the impor-
tance of technology, he
said digitisation had imme-
diate benefits in terms of
pendency of cases. 

“At multiple stages,
whenever an interim order
is appealed, or an applica-
tion is filed before appel-
late courts, be it the HC or
SC, the record of the dis-
trict court is called for. This
record remains with the
appellate court till the file
is disposed of. However,
with the digitisation of re-
cords, the record that is re-
ceived can immediately be

scanned and sent back, so
that the trial does not suff-
er any delay.”

‘Rich jurisprudence’
He also underscored the
“value of the rich jurispru-
dence developed by our
Supreme Court and High
Courts since Indepen-
dence of our nation, to pre-
serve and protect the liber-
ty of each individual”.

“There is a brooding
sense of fear among courts
of the first instance, on
how the grant of anticipa-
tory bail or bail will be per-
ceived at the higher level.
This fear is not purely irra-
tional. There are multiple
cases where trial court
judges have been pulled up
for grant of bail,” he
observed.

“In certain HCs, the per-
formance of the judges had
been analysed based on
their conviction rate. I
specifically called upon the
Chief Justices of High
Courts to ensure that such
practices are done away
with, as they are not a mea-
sure in the dispensation of
justice in any manner.
Rather, these practices
create a sense of bias for
the district judiciary and
create a culture of fear psy-
chosis. Both of which are
undesirable outcomes,”
the CJI said.

Courts should step up to
clear long-pending cases 
by Independence Day: CJI

Fresh start: CJI D.Y. Chandrachud inaugurates the A.P. Judicial
Academy at Kaza in Guntur district on Friday. SPECIAL ARRANGEMENT 

Justice Chandrachud points out that some pending cases date back to 1970s; over 63 lakh cases in
the country delayed due to non-availability of counsel; he stresses the importance of digitisation 

Sambasiva Rao M.
GUNTUR

The Crime Branch CID has
sent a set of questions to a
dozen online gaming com-
panies as part of an investi-
gation into the death of 17
people who ended their
lives after losing money.
The CB-CID began its inves-
tigation two days ago and
has sent these questions to
the companies asking
them to cooperate for in-
quiries and to appear be-
fore the investigation offic-
er during the process.
(State health helpline 104,
Tele-MANAS 14416 and Sne-
ha’s suicide prevention hel-
pline 044-24640050).

CB-CID sends
questions to
online gaming
companies 

The Hindu Bureau
CHENNAI
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The Rashtriya Swayamse-
vak Sangh (RSS) will hold
its all-India coordination
meet in Goa from January 2
to 7. Senior officials, in-
cluding RSS chief Mohan
Bhagwat, general secretary
Dattatreya Hosabale, will
participate in the meet
along with BJP national
general secretary B.L. San-
thosh. The organisation
will review the progress on
issues that were discussed
at its all-India executive
meet in Raipur in
September.

Sunil Ambekar, publici-
ty in-charge of the RSS,
said the meeting will be
held in Ponda, Goa. He
said it will be an informal
meeting and all office-bear-
ers of the RSS and its affi-
liate organisations will par-
ticipate. Mr. Bhagwat is
expected to meet promi-
nent businessmen, artists,
writers, social activist as
part of the RSS’s Parichay
(introduction) and out-
reach programme. 

RSS national
coordination
meet in Goa
from Monday

The Hindu Bureau

NEW DELHI

Prime Minister Narendra
Modi’s mother, Hiraben,
passed away at a hospital
in Ahmedabad early on
Friday. She was 100. 

Ms. Hiraben breathed
her last around 3.30 a.m,
the U.N. Mehta Institute of
Cardiology and Research
Centre said in a statement.

“A glorious century
rests at the feet of God… In
Maa I have always felt that
trinity, which contains the
journey of an ascetic, the
symbol of a selfless Kar-
mayogi and a life commit-
ted to values,” Mr. Modi
said in a tweet announcing
the passing of his mother. 

Posting her picture, he
added, “When I met her on
her 100th birthday, she
said one thing which I al-
ways remember: work
with intelligence, live life
with purity.” 

Mr. Modi visited the hos-

pital on Wednesday when
she was admitted there af-
ter her condition
worsened. 

On Friday, the Prime Mi-
nister flew down to Ahme-
dabad to attend the funeral
in Gandhinagar. 

Mr. Modi and his youn-
ger brother, Pankaj, shoul-

dered their mother’s bier.
The Prime Minister per-
formed the last rites with
other family members
standing by him.

Ms. Hiraben is survived
by five sons — the PM, So-
mabhai, Amritbhai, Prah-
lad and Pankaj — and one
daughter, Vasantiben.

A glorious century rests at
the feet of God, says Modi
on passing of his mother  
The Hindu Bureau

AHMEDABAD

Great loss: Narendra Modi during the cremation of his mother
Hiraben Modi in Gandhinagar on Friday. PTI

A
day after the Elec-
tion Commission
(EC) announced

that it had developed a
prototype of a multi-con-
stituency remote electron-
ic voting machine (RVM)
for migrant workers and in-
vited political parties to see
the working of the proto-
type on January 16, the Op-
position parties on Friday
were divided on the pro-
posed move.

If the use of the RVMs is
implemented after consul-
tations with the stakehol-
ders, migrant voters will
not have to travel to their
home States to exercise
their franchise.

While the Janata Dal(U)
and the Telugu Desam Par-
ty (TDP) welcomed the
EC’s initiative, parties such
as the Dravida Munnetra
Kazhagham (DMK) and the
Trinamool Congress
echoed the Congress in op-
posing the move. 

The Left parties, the

Rashtriya Janata Dal (RJD)
and the Bharat Rashtra Sa-
mithi (BRS) were among
several parties which said
they would take a firm
stand after examining the
issue in detail.

The Samajwadi Party
said the poll panel had to
first allay the Opposition’s
apprehension about the
misuse of electronic voting
machines (EVM). 

CPI(M) general secre-
tary Sitaram Yechury and
CPI general secretary D.

Raja both confirmed that
their parties would be at-
tending the meeting con-
vened by the EC and a final
position on the issue
would be taken only by Ja-
nuary 31, when parties are
required to give their writ-
ten responses. 

‘No locus standi’

DMK Rajya Sabha member
P. Wilson, who was part of
the Standing Committee
on Law, said the EC had no
locus standi to come up

with such a prototype
without an amendment to
the existing law. 

“This will also lead to
wholesale bogus voting
and discourage free and
fair elections, which is the
basic feature of the Consti-
tution. Say, for an Assemb-
ly election in Bihar, we al-
low the voters based out of
Tamil Nadu to vote, how
exactly will the Bihar’s re-
gional parties verify,” Mr.
Wilson said.

“VVPAT [Voter Verifia-
ble Paper Audit Trail]
proved to be opaque as the
objectives for which it was
thrust upon have been
frustrated. Now another ad
hoc measure to introduce
RVM enabling migrants to
vote from their present lo-
cation, though admittedly
there is no such data base.
It’s baseless, no logic can
support it,” said Trinamool
Congress Rajya Sabha
member Sukhendu Sekhar
Ray in a tweet. 

However, JD(U) secre-
tary general K.C. Tyagi said
the proposal would be

helpful for crores of mi-
grant workers from States
such as Bihar, Jharkhand,
Odisha and Uttar Pradesh. 

Doubts about EVMs

“We are all for it if this pro-
totype will improve the
voting percentage. Howev-
er, the EC still has to settle
the doubts in the mind of
India’s electorate about the
EVMs and their sanctity,”
TDP’s Lok Sabha member
Ram Mohan Naidu said. 

“The idea sounds good,
but when credibility of
electronic voting machines
(EVMs) are in doubt, how
we trust this new thing?
Our party has given multi-
ple proofs about malprac-
tices related to EVMs to the
EC,” said Rajeev Rai, SP na-
tional spokesperson. 

Opposing the idea, the
Congress on Thursday said
the move could seriously
“undermine trust in the
electoral system”, and
urged the EC to restore the
credibility of the electoral
process by addressing the
Opposition’s concerns.

Opposition divided on remote
voting machines for migrants 

Need clear answer: Leaders from SP and TDP have asked the EC to
resolve doubts raised over the functioning of EVMs. A.M.FARUQUI

While JD(U) and TDP welcome the Election Commission’s initiative, parties such as DMK and Trinamool Congress echo the
Congress in opposing the move; Left parties, RJD, BRS say they will decide their stance after examining the issue in detail 
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A day after BJP’s Bihar vice-
president Rajib Ranjan
supported the State go-
vernment’s prohibition
policy, he resigned from
the party on Friday accus-
ing the State unit of deviat-
ing from Prime Minister
Narendra Modi’s vision
and ideals. He is likely to
join the JD(U).

Mr. Ranjan was a JD(U)
MLA in 2010. He was sus-
pended in 2014 for “anti-
party activities”. He joined
the BJP in 2015. 

BJP leader
Rajib Ranjan
resigns, may
rejoin JD(U) 

The Hindu Bureau

PATNA Withdrawing the Pradhan
Mantri Garib Kalyan Anna
Yojana (PMGKAY), under
which an extra 5 kg of free
foodgrains was provided to
every ration card holder in
addition to the entitlement
under the National Food
Security Act, is a regressive
step and will force poor fa-
milies to spend ₹750-₹900
a month to access the cur-
rent level of ration entitle-
ment, Right to Food Cam-
paign, a collective of
countrywide organisations
working in the sector, said
in a statement here.

The collective pointed
out that the step essentially
cuts the ration entitlement
by 50% for 81 crore card-
holders. Under the Nation-
al Food Security Act, 2013
(NFSA), all priority catego-
ry ration card holders are
entitled to 5 kg of grain per
person and the Antyodaya
category cardholders to 35
kg of grain.

The NFSA caps the price
at ₹3 per kg of rice and ₹2
per kg of wheat. In April
2020, the Union govern-
ment announced the Prad-
han Mantri Garib Kalyan
Anna Yojana (PMGKAY),
under which an extra 5 kg
of free foodgrains was pro-

vided to every ration card
holder in addition to the
NFSA entitlement. There-
fore, ration card holders
were entitled to 10 kg ra-
tion per person. 

Govt. announcement

On December 23, the Un-
ion government an-
nounced that it would dis-
continue the PMGKAY
from January 1, 2023. “The
government has termed
this as a ‘historic’ decision
even though in reality it in
no way compensates for
the huge reduction in the
ration entitlement,” the
collective said. 

As per its calculations,

the net saving per person
as a result of the announce-
ment of the NFSA ration
being made free will be on-
ly around ₹11 per month (4
kg of wheat X ₹2 and 1 kg of
rice X ₹3) whereas in order
to purchase the additional
5 kg of grain which has
now been discontinued
(under PMGKAY), that per-
son will have to spend bet-
ween ₹150-₹175 as rice and
wheat cost around ₹30-₹35
per kg in the market. 

A family of five will now
be forced to spend ₹750-
₹900 per month just in or-
der to access the current
level of ration entitlement,
it said.

‘Withdrawing PMGKAY a regressive step,
it cuts the foodgrain entitlement by half ’  
The Hindu Bureau

NEW DELHI

As soon as Prime Minister
Narendra Modi announced
the passing of his mother
Hiraba on Friday, condo-
lence messages began
pouring in from India and
across the world. President
Droupadi Murmu, Vice-
President Jagdeep Dhank-
har, Union Ministers, Chief
Ministers and leaders
across the political spec-
trum expressed grief. Ma-
ny of them recalled her
simple and compassionate
life.

Several world leaders,
including Pakistan’s Prime
Minister Shehbaz Sharif,
Japanese PM Fumio Kishi-
da and Israeli PM Benjamin
Netanyahu, also offered
their condolences to the
bereaved family.

“Prime Minister Shri Na-
rendra Modi’s mother Hi-
raba’s hundred years of
struggle is a symbol of In-
dian ideals. Shri Modi im-
bibed the spirit of #Matra-
devobhav and the values of
Hiraba in his life. I pray for

the peace of the holy soul.
My condolences to the fa-
mily!” the President said in
a tweet.

Congress leaders Malli-
karjun Kharge, Rahul
Gandhi and Priyanka
Gandhi Vadra, Tamil Nadu
Chief Minister M.K. Stalin,
West Bengal Chief Minister
Mamata Banerjee, Rajas-
than Chief Minister Ashok
Gehlot and Bihar Chief Mi-
nister Nitish Kumar were
among the host of leaders
who mourned the demise.

BJP veteran L.K. Advani
recalled that the Prime Mi-
nister often spoke about
the special bond that he
shared with his mother,
about her simplicity and

her caring persona, and
said, these will always be
remembered and missed
by all.

The Rashtriya Swayam-
sevak Sangh (RSS) said in a
statement, “Mataji’s life
was a great example of a
meaningful life of continu-
ous work on the strength
of devotion to values and
unwavering faith in God
even in extremely difficult
circumstances.”

Nepal’s Prime Minister
Pushpa Kamal Dahal
tweeted, “At this hour of
grief, I express heartfelt
condolences to PM Modi ji
and the family members
and pray for eternal peace
of the departed soul.”

Japanese PM Mr. Kishida
tweeted, “PM Modi @na-
rendramodi, I would like to
express my deepest condo-
lences for the passing of
your beloved mother. May
her soul rest in peace”.

Maldives President Ibra-
him Mohamed Solih said,
“My thoughts and prayers
are with PM Modi and his
family during this time of
mourning.”

Leaders from India and
world extend condolences 
The Hindu Bureau

AHMEDABAD

Shri Narendra Modi
imbibed the spirit of
#Matradevobhav and
the values of Hiraba in
his life. I pray for the
peace of the holy soul.

DROUPADI MURMU

President of India
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To solve this puzzle online, 
get across to our crossword site.
@ https://qrgo.page.link/jjpTn

Across

9 Rare garnet of a light variety, cut and sculpted with love (9)

10 Previous home's fourth hundredfold downgrading (5)

11 One boxing pear-shaped fruit right next to the bananas (7)

12 Leaf cover over "play" parts? (4,3)

13 Every now and then, secure app a tiny bit (5)

14 Snarl, "Go back and, er, get the guy with the booze!" (9)

16 Zero-zero? Crowd slumps in distress, no more excited for this
(9,6)

19 Very wide, perhaps cut awfully meekly - no risk, ultimately (9)
22 Thick strings from one side to the other creating bounds (5)
24 Just be better organised, embracing constant discipline (7)
26 Zebus playing with a couple of roosters? Very cool! (7)
27 In addition, backed a direct tax, due periodically (5)
28 Grasping gin cocktail after getting lazier at work (9)
Down
1 Quick update: all flights finally serve starters and drinks! (6)
2 Animal's mangled organ found in tree after climbing (8)
3 Very tense in the tube (10)
4 Male bird flying, holding one part of a leaf (6)
5 Refined marijuana overwhelms bachelor at the end of

December, ... (4-4)
6 ... can get sick after the first of January (4)
7 Well, you little animal, make something stronger! (4,2)
8 Petrol dealer's upset about the introduction of foreign energy

(4-4)
15 I use Iraq, Libya (in no particular order), overlooking, say,

surprisingly stable states (10)
16 Encourage eating peas regularly? I like paneer, perhaps to a

greater extent (8)
17 Abruptly, Chappell is back, confident after getting rid of top

opener (8)
18 Impedance one removed from jammed pipeline that carried a

lot of gas (8)
20 Must I bother showing up? Very much! (2,4)
21 One agrees unquestioningly, "long" is about two sizes off,

right? (3-3)
23 Of a kind of weather that's wet, around monsoon's onset (6)
25 Flex a muscle, nailing test (4)

+ 13751

SCAN TO PLAY

Often, when we are in distress, we feel completely alone
and alienated in this world and assume, wrongly, that
there is no one to help us. We cannot be more wrong.
God, the one who is the primordial one, is always there for
us. He is just one call away. One needs to look no further
than Gajendra Moksham to realise that God comes rush-
ing when his bhakta calls for help, said Dhamal Perundevi
in a lecture.

In his previous janma, Gajendra was Indhradhyumna, a
pious king. When Agastya visited him, Indhradhyumna
was meditating on God but the sage, mistaking the same
for insult, cursed him to be reborn as an elephant. In the
same forest where Gajendra roamed, there resided a
gandharva, cursed to be born as a crocodile. When Gajen-
dra came to the stream, the crocodile quickly grabbed Ga-
jendra’s legs as the only way to reverse the curse.

Reposing full faith in God, Gajendra called out, “Adi
moolame, anadha rakshaka’ (Oh primordial one, protec-
tor of the defenceless). So confident was Gajendra of res-
ponse to his distress call, that he plucked a lotus, to offer it
to God, who came rushing on Garuda. Such was the speed
of His wish to reach Gajendra that the vahana seemed
slow. Getting off from Garuda, He held him with one hand,
the Chakra in another, keeping His third free to accept Ga-
jendra’s lotus and the fourth reposing in blessing. 

Narayna Bhatadri says vayu vegam and mano vegam are
the fastest in the world, but God’s karunya vegam is unpa-
ralleled. He lifted Gajendra’s trunk and said, “Come with
Me.” By calling out to Him, all the obstacles we face will
fade away.

God is just one call away 

FAITH
!

INBRIEF
!

The Pharmaceuticals Export Promotion Council
of India has suspended from its membership
Marion Biotech, the Noida-based drugmaker
under scanner after the death of 18 children in
Uzbekistan. The suspension is with immediate
effect, Pharmexcil Director General Ravi Udaya
Bhaskar said on Friday. The council initiated
action after the company did not furnish details
it had sought after reports of the death of
children after consuming Doc-1 Max, a medicine
supplied by the company.

Pharmexcil suspends 
Marion Biotech membership 

Pakistani film The Legend of Maula Jatt’s release
in India has been postponed, an INOX official
said. The action-drama starring Fawad Khan and
Mahira Khan was released in Pakistan on October
13 and was set to hit the theatres in India on
December 30. No further date has been locked
for the release. Directed by Bilal Lashari, The
Legend of Maula Jatt is an adaptation of the 1979
cult classic, Maula Jatt, and the producers have
said it is neither a remake nor a sequel. PTI

India release of The Legend 
of Maula Jatt postponed

Solution to yesterday’s SudokuSolution to previous puzzle 

SUDOKU
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The National Commission
for Women (NCW) has
asked the States to ensure
that coaching centres and
educational institutes
strictly implement the law
against sexual harassment
at the workplace.

Expressing concern ov-
er incidents of sexual ha-
rassment at coaching
centres, the NCW has writ-
ten to the Chief Secretaries
to direct the authorities to
ensure the strict imple-
mentation of the Sexual
Harassment of Women at
Workplace (Prevention,
Prohibition and Redressal)
Act, 2013 and guidelines
established thereunder.

The commission has re-
quested in its letter that in-
structions be given to all
coaching institutes to en-
sure that effective steps are
taken for prevention of sex-
ual harassment of girl and
women students in the
centres.

“In recent years, sexual
harassment at workplace is
becoming one of the most

pressing issues affecting
women across the globe.
The Commission is con-
cerned of incidence of sex-
ual harassment in coach-
ing/educational
institutions,” the NCW said
in the letter.

The commission has al-
so asked to direct the auth-
orities to conduct aware-
ness programmes on the
law among all stakeholders
to ensure that cases of sex-
ual harassment at work are
reported responsibly and
effectively.

NCW Chairperson Rek-
ha Sharma said that the
commission had also asked
the States and Union Terri-
tories to ensure that these
coaching centres were re-
gistered with the relevant
authorities and a back-
ground check was con-
ducted on those responsi-
ble for running the
centres.

NCW issues memo
on prevention of
sexual harassment 

States have been told
to instruct coaching
centres to strictly
follow guidelines

The Hindu Bureau
NEW DELHI

Over the past five years,
the number of registered
start-ups in India has
grown from 452 in 2016 to
84,012, according to fi-
gures presented in Parlia-
ment this week. 

While they span across a
variety of industries such
as financial tech, gaming
and health tech, several
are based in the cloud —
the servers and data stor-
age accessible via the Inter-
net — and data storage
companies are offering a
slew of incentives to draw
and retain them on their
platforms.

AWS, or Amazon Web
Services, has provided
start-up credits that allow
aspirant start-ups to use a
suite of services from com-
puting, storage and hosting
for free. 

“If you are a college stu-
dent, you get credits worth
$1,000 (about ₹82,600)
and can straightaway get
started on your idea and as
you expand, you get cre-
dits worth $5,000 (over ₹4
lakh) or $10,000 (₹8.26

lakh) all the way till
$100,000 (₹82 lakh). Since
2020, we have given cre-
dits worth $2 billion (more
than ₹16,500 crore) across
the globe. And I don’t have
exact numbers, but a sig-
nificant proportion of
them are in India,” said
Kumara Raghavan, Head,
AWS Startups India, Ama-
zon Internet Services Priv-
ate Limited.

More innovation
AWS has helped “com-
press” the lifecycle of a
start-up, allowing them to
become more innovative.

India has the world’s

third-largest start-up eco-
system, and therefore, one
of the biggest markets for
such cloud services. Some
of the companies support-
ed by AWS included
HealthifyME, which deve-
loped an app called ‘Vacci-
nate Me,’ which allowed
feature phones to book
close to 50 million vaccina-
tion appointments; Fittr,
which helps track body vi-
tals and meet fitness goals,
said Mr. Raghavan.

While Bengaluru conti-
nues to be the country’s
start-up capital, AWS is in-
creasingly connecting to
start-ups located in cities

outside the metropolitan
centres of Delhi and Mum-
bai. 

Betting on the growing
demand for cloud services,
AWS launched their se-
cond data-cluster region in
Hyderabad. This would
make 48,000 jobs availa-
ble across a variety of ser-
vices. 

The first such region
was in Mumbai. 

“How we design such in-
frastructure is to locate
them in different seismic
zones. Every region has
three ‘availability zones’.
This is so that if ever there
are natural calamities,
there’s always backup stor-
age available. However, the
centres are also designed
in such a way that they
aren’t too far and there is
minimal latency (or lag)
such that users spread
across the country can ac-
cess their applications
seamlessly. The exact loca-
tions of these zones aren’t
publicly disclosed,” said
Mr. Raghavan. 
(The writer was hosted by
AWS at Re:Invent, a tech-
nology conference in Las
Vegas, U.S.)

With large start-up ecosystem, India
is a big market for cloud services
Jacob Koshy
NEW DELHI

Substantial rise: India has world’s third-largest start-up ecosystem
and one of the biggest markets for cloud services. GETTY IMAGES

T
he Civil Aviation
Ministry has writ-
ten to airlines to

ensure that passengers
from China and four other
countries who fail to sub-
mit their self-declaration
form on the Air Suvidha
portal are not issued
boarding passes.

The Ministry’s letter has
asked the airlines to ensure
that their check-in process-
es must incorporate chang-
es to ensure that its order
on boarding passes is
executed.

Starting January 1, pas-
sengers arriving from Chi-
na, Singapore, South Ko-
rea, Thailand and Japan
will have to upload the RT-
PCR negative report, along
with a self-declaration
form containing their CO-
VID-19 history, to be al-
lowed to travel. 

This move will help go-

vernment agencies con-
duct contact tracing when
needed. 

Passengers transiting
from one of these high-risk
countries without com-
pleting immigration in that
country will, however, not
be required to complete
these formalities, the Delhi
airport said. 

Amid concerns among
the tourism and hospitality
industry in the country on

the impact of the govern-
ment decision on manda-
tory testing, the Singapore
Tourism Board, in a state-
ment, said it had not
changed norms for visitors
from India, and fully vacci-
nated travellers from the
country could enter Singa-
pore with no quarantine
and testing requirements
under the Vaccinated Tra-
vel Framework that came
into effect on April 1.

Self-declaration must
for boarding pass for
flyers from 5 nations 

Passengers from China, Singapore, South Korea, Thailand and
Japan have to upload an RT-PCR negative report. B. VELANKANNI RAJ

Ministry asks airlines to ensure that their check-in processes incorporate
changes to ensure that its order on boarding passes is executed

Jagriti Chandra
NEW DELHI

In one of the best ever per-
formances, the Orissa High
Court recorded a case clea-
rance rate (CCR) of 133.6%
by disposing of 1,36,599
cases against the 1,02,247
cases instituted this year.

“The opening balance
of 2022 was 1,96,662 cases
and at present, the pen-
dency of case is considera-
bly reduced as it stands
now at 1,62,310 cases. In
the current year, 8,769 cas-
es more than 10 years old
were disposed of,” the
court said.

The CCR in district
courts is encouraging too. 

“While 5,00,404 cases
were instituted in the dis-
trict courts till November
30, 2022, the correspond-
ing figure for the whole
year of 2021 was 4,34,810.
As many as 4,47,733 cases
were disposed of in 2022
compared to 2,38,588 cas-
es in 2021, which is 53.28%
more disposal in 2022 than
2021,” says the analysis. Al-
so, the percentage of deliv-
ery of judgments in 2022 is
51% more than the delivery
of judgments in 2021.

Orissa High
Court records
a 133.6% case
clearance rate 

The Hindu Bureau
BHUBANESWAR

Nearly two months after
the Supreme Court’s judg-
ment on the Employees’
Pension (Amendment)
Scheme of 2014, the Em-
ployees’ Provident Fund
Organisation (EPFO) has gi-
ven an opportunity to a
section of pensioners to
apply for enhanced
pension.

In a circular dated De-
cember 29 addressed to
zonal and regional offices,
the organisation laid down
parameters for identifying
the pensioners. 

Criteria for pension
Such persons were those
who had, prior to their re-
tirement, contributed on
higher wages — contribu-
tions on salary exceeding
the ceiling of ₹5,000 or
₹6,500; exercised the op-
tion along with their em-
ployers under clause 11(3)
of the Employees Pension
Scheme of 1995 and whose
applications were rejected

by the authorities. 
In respect of those

whose contribution on
higher salary was returned
or diverted back to Provi-
dent Fund accounts, they
had also been given an
opportunity.

The pensioners con-
cerned would have to ap-
ply online through the EP-
FO website for getting their
option validated, the EPFO
stated. 

Quoting a communica-
tion of the Central govern-
ment of December 22 for
follow-up on the Supreme

Court’s judgment, the or-
ganisation said the Centre
had given direction for pro-
viding “adequate publici-
ty” to the EPFO’s deci-
sions, which would be
made as part of implemen-
tation of the court’s
judgment.

Expressing disapproval
of the EPFO’s communica-
tion, Dada Tukaram Zode,
national legal adviser of
the Employees Pension
(1995) Coordination Com-
mittee, a body affiliated to
the Bharat Pensioners Sa-
maj of New Delhi, contend-
ed that nowhere did the
apex court’s judgment of
November 2022 stated that
the option should have
been exercised while in
service. 

Mr. Zode said he wanted
the EPFO to come out with
guidelines in respect of
those persons who retired
from service after Septem-
ber 1, 2014, the date of en-
forcement of amendments
to the scheme, and those
persons who were in ser-
vice. 

EPFO gives an opportunity
to a section of pensioners 
to apply for higher pension 
T. Ramakrishnan
CHENNAI

The pensioners concerned
would have to apply online
through the EPFO website.

The Enforcement Directo-
rate (ED) has frozen funds
of ₹42.21 crore lying in
1,548 bank accounts in
connection with the mo-
ney laundering investiga-
tion related to a mobile
gaming application, e-nug-
gets, said a statement on
Friday. The ED has so far
seized/frozen ₹110.76 crore
in the case. 

The investigation is
based on an FIR registered
by the Kolkata Police
against accused Aamir
Khan and others, based on
a complaint lodged by the
authorities of the Federal
Bank in the court of the
Chief Metropolitan Magis-
trate (CJM). 

According to the ED, it
has found that Mr. Khan
had launched the gaming
application which was de-
signed for the purpose of
“defrauding public”. After
collecting substantial
amounts from users, with-
drawal from the app was
disallowed under various
pretexts. 

ED freezes
₹42.21 crore
in e-nuggets 
app case 

The Hindu Bureau
NEW DELHI
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X

Andrew Tate, a divisive social media personality and former
professional kickboxer, was detained in Romania late Thursday on
charges of human trafficking and rape. Tate, a British-U.S. citizen
was reportedly detained along with his brother Tristan in the Ilfov
area north of Romania’s capital, Bucharest. AP

Andrew Tate detained in Romania
on charges of human trafficking

BUCHAREST

REUTERS
X

Brazil’s outgoing President Jair Bolsonaro, who has not
acknowledged his electoral defeat, bid followers a tearful farewell
without stating whether he would attend Sunday's inauguration of
victor Luiz Inacio Lula da Silva. “We have a great future ahead,” he
declared, adding: “Battles are lost, but we will not lose the war.” AFP

Brazil’s outgoing President Jair
Bolsonaro bids a tearful farewell

BRASILIA

AFP
X

Iran’s military on Friday kicked off its annual drill in the coastal area
of the Gulf of Oman and near the strategic Strait of Hormuz even as
the authorities continue their crackdown on anti-government
protests. The strait is located at the mouth of the Persian Gulf and is
crucial to global energy supplies. AP

Iran holds military drill near
strategic Strait of Hormuz

DUBAI

REUTERS
X

Democrats in Congress released six years’ worth of former President
Donald Trump’s tax returns, the culmination of a years-long effort to
learn about the finances of a one-time business mogul who broke
decades of political precedent when he refused to voluntarily
release the information as he sought the White House. AP

U.S. Congress releases Trump’s 
tax returns spanning six years 

WASHINGTON DC

AP

At least three Pakistan Ar-
my personnel were killed
in an exchange of fire with
militants in Pakistan’s res-
tive Khyber-Pakhtunkhwa
province, a military state-
ment said.

The exchange of fire
took place in Kurram,
which also led to the killing
of two terrorists, Pakistan
military’s media wing said.

The exchange of fire
took place when troops
raided a hideout in a form-
er militant stronghold near
the Afghan border.

The incident came amid
a spike in terrorist attacks
across the country claimed
mostly by the banned Teh-
reek-e-Taliban Pakistan
which unilaterally
scrapped a ceasefire, effec-
tively ending a negotiation
process brokered by the Af-
ghan Taliban.

Three Pakistan Army
personnel killed in clash

Press Trust of India
PESHAWAR

China announced on Fri-
day that its current envoy
to the U.S. will become the
country’s next Foreign Mi-
nister, part of a broader di-
plomatic reshuffle set to
unfold in coming months.

Qin Gang, 56, a veteran
diplomat, earlier served as
the chief protocol officer
for President Xi Jinping,
and was handpicked by Mr.
Xi in 2021 to serve as Am-
bassador in Washington
amid growing tensions in
the relationship. 

In his term in the U.S.,
Mr. Qin, who appeared reg-
ularly on U.S. television
shows, was seen as adopt-
ing a noticeably softer tone
and a contrast from many
of his colleagues who have
followed what has come to
be known as the aggressive

“wolf warrior” approach
in the Xi era. 

Since the October Party
Congress, some observers
have seen a tactical shift in
Beijing’s external messag-
ing and a course-correc-
tion after what was seen as
an alienating approach,
although China’s hard-line
stance on “core” issues, in-
cluding the border with In-
dia, is only expected to
continue. 

Mr. Qin will replace
Wang Yi, 69, who was in
October promoted at the
once-in-five-year Party
Congress to join the 25-
member Politburo. 

Mr. Qin is also expected
to take over from Mr. Wang
as the Special Representa-
tive on the India-China bor-
der talks, which have been
stalled amid tensions along
the LAC following China’s
mass deployments and
transgressions beginning
in April 2020. Mr. Wang
and National Security Ad-
viser Ajit Doval held the
last round of SR talks in De-
cember 2019.

China’s other ministries
are also likely to see sweep-
ing changes in coming
months ahead of the an-
nual National People’s
Congress (NPC) or Parlia-
ment session, which Beij-
ing announced on Friday

will open on March 5. The
NPC will appoint a new Ca-
binet to serve for the next
five years, as well as a new
Premier to head the State
Council. Current Premier
Li Keqiang will retire in
March and is likely to be re-
placed by Li Qiang, a long-
time associate of Mr. Xi
who was appointed as the
second-ranked leader in
the October Congress.

Among other diplomat-
ic appointments, Sun Wei-
dong, who recently com-
pleted a three-year tenure
as envoy in India, has been
appointed Vice Foreign Mi-
nister while a new envoy to
India is expected to be an-
nounced shortly. In this
role, Mr. Sun will be Beij-
ing’s key point-man on In-
dia and will report to Mr.
Qin. There are three other
Vice Foreign Ministers in
the Ministry. 

China’s U.S. envoy to be next Foreign
Minister, more changes on the way
Ananth Krishnan
BEIJING

Qin Gang

R
ussian President
Vladimir Putin
and Chinese Presi-

dent Xi Jinping on Friday
hailed a close relationship
that they described as “en-
joying the best period in
their history” and commit-
ted to deepening strategic
ties amid their respective
tensions with the West.

“In the context of grow-
ing geopolitical tensions,
the importance of the Rus-
sian-Chinese strategic part-
nership as a stability factor
is growing,” Mr. Putin told
Mr. Xi in a video call on Fri-
day, according to a Kremlin
readout. “Our relations
have passed all the tests,
demonstrating their ma-
turity and stability, and
they continue to grow dy-
namically. As both of us
pointed out, our current
relations are enjoying the
best period in their history
and can be regarded as a
model of cooperation bet-
ween major powers in the
21st century.”

The video call ahead of
the New Year has become a

tradition between the lead-
ers, and the latest call
came even as Russian forc-
es continued a missile
bombardment of Ukraine.

Both discussed Ukraine,
and Mr. Xi “stressed that
China has noted Russia’s
statement that it has never
refused to resolve the con-
flict through diplomatic
negotiations and China
commends that,” the Fo-
reign Ministry in Beijing
said. Without naming the
U.S., Mr. Xi said “facts have
repeatedly proven that
containment and suppres-
sion is unpopular, and
sanction and interference
is doomed to fail.”

Mr. Putin also criticised
Western sanctions. He said

“despite the unfavourable
external situation, the illeg-
itimate restrictions and pa-
tent blackmail on the part
of certain Western coun-
tries, Russia and China
have achieved record high
growth rates in mutual
trade” which rose 25% this
year and was on track to
meet a $200 billion target
by 2024.

“In 2022, Russia became
one of the leaders in oil ex-
ports to China,” he said.
“Russia holds second place
in terms of pipeline gas
supplies to China, and
fourth in terms of LNG ex-
ports. By December 1, Rus-
sia supplied to China 13.8
billion cubic metres of gas
along the eastern route,

and in December, supplies
exceeded daily contractual
targets by 18%. Next year,
we will increase supplies
even more.”

Mr. Putin highlighted in-
frastructure projects
across a once disputed bor-
der as a reflection of close
ties, noting the construc-
tion of permanent bridges
across the Amur River,
with the Blagoveshchensk-
Heihe automobile bridge
opened on June 10 and the
Nizhneleninskoye-Tong-
jiang railway bridge
launched on November 16
this year.

Mr. Xi in his comments
to Mr. Putin warned of “a
Cold War mentality, pro-
voking division and anta-
gonism, and stoking con-
frontation between blocs”,
and said China “stands rea-
dy to join hands with Rus-
sia and all other progres-
sive forces around the
world who oppose hege-
mony and power politics.”
He added that China “will
work with Russia to active-
ly advance BRICS member-
ship expansion to bolster
the strength of BRICS
countries”. 

Putin, Xi hail ‘best in history’
ties, vow to deepen relations 

Common interests: Vladimir Putin speaks during a meeting with Xi
Jinping via video conference at the Kremlin in Moscow on Friday. AP 

Both leaders discuss Ukraine, with Xi saying China commends Russia’s statement that it has never
refused to resolve the conflict with its neighbour through diplomatic negotiations 

Ananth Krishnan
BEIJING

Deposed Myanmar leader
Aung San Suu Kyi was con-
victed of five counts of cor-
ruption on Friday and
jailed for seven more
years, an informed source
said, wrapping up a ma-
rathon of trials con-
demned internationally as
a sham.

In a closed-door court
session in Army-ruled
Myanmar, Ms. Suu Kyi, 77,
who was arrested during a
coup in February 2021, was
found guilty of offences re-
lating to her lease and use
of a helicopter while she
was the country’s de facto
leader, said the source,
who has knowledge of her
trials.

The jail term adds to 26
years of prison time alrea-
dy handed down to Ms.
Suu Kyi, for offences rang-
ing from incitement,
breaches of COVID-19 res-
trictions and illegally own-
ing radio equipment, to
violating a state secrets
law, multiple counts of cor-
ruption and trying to in-
fluence election officials.

She has dismissed those as
“absurd”.

A Nobel Peace Prize
winner for her decades-
long campaign for democ-
racy in Myanmar, the pop-
ular, Oxford-educated Ms.
Suu Kyi has spent much of
her political life detained
under military
governments.

She led Myanmar for
five years from 2015 during
a decade of tentative de-
mocracy that came after
the military ended its 49-
year rule only for it to
wrest back control early
last year to stop her go-
vernment from starting a
second term accusing her
government of ignoring ir-
regularities in an election
her party won.

New trials add 7 more years to
Suu Kyi’s jail term of 26 years
Reuters

Aung San Suu Kyi

An attack in eastern Syria
killed 12 oil field workers, a
war monitor said on Fri-
day, a day after Syrian Kur-
dish-led forces announced
an offensive against
jihadists.

The British-based Syrian
Observatory for Human
Rights gave the toll of a do-
zen dead in the assault
near an oil field west of
Deir Ezzor.

It blamed cells linked to
the Islamic State (IS). The
jihadists have previously
carried out attacks in the
area, and a similar deadly
assault took place last year.

Syria attack
blamed on
jihadists kills
12 oil workers 

Agence France-Presse
BEIRUT
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The government’s fiscal
deficit at the end of No-
vember touched 59% of
the full-year budget esti-
mate (BE), data released by
the Controller General of
Accounts on Friday
showed. A year earlier, the
deficit was 46.2% of FY22
budget estimates. For
FY23, fiscal deficit is esti-
mated to be 6.4% of GDP. 

Net tax revenue at
₹12.24 lakh crore was
63.3% of BE for FY23, com-
pared with 73.5% in the
year-earlier period. 

The Centre’s capital ex-
penditure was at 59.6% of
BE by the end of Novem-
ber, compared with 49.4%.

Fiscal deficit
touched 59%
of full-year
target in Nov.

Press Trust of India
NEW DELHI

MARKETS
!

MARKET WATCH

FRIDAY % CHANGE

Sensex dddddddddddddddddddddddddd 60,841 dddddddddddddddddddddddd -0.48
US Dollar ddddddddddddddddddddddd 82.61 dddddddddddddddddddddddddd0.31
Goldddddddddddddddddddddddddddddddd 55,210 dddddddddddddddddddddddddd0.45
Brent oildddddddddddddddddddddddddddddd 84 dddddddddddddddddddddddd 2.29

NIFTY 50

PRICE CHANGE

Adani Enter. . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . 3858.35. . . . . . . . . . 47.75

Adani Ports. . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . . . 818.10. . . . . . . . . . -1.45

Apollo Hosp. . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . 4477.60. . . . . . . . -46.85

Asian Paints. . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . 3087.90. . . . . . . . -27.25

Axis Bank . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . . . 933.75. . . . . . . . . . -0.80

Bajaj Auto . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . 3616.05. . . . . . . . . . 47.25

Bajaj Finserv . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . 1547.85. . . . . . . . . . 36.15

Bajaj Finance . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . 6575.20. . . . . . . . . . 64.30

Bharti Airtel . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . . . 806.10. . . . . . . . -14.65

BPCL . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . . . 330.50. . . . . . . . . . . . 3.30

Britannia Ind . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . 4307.45. . . . . . . . -40.85

Cipla. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . 1075.95. . . . . . . . -11.60

Coal India . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . . . 225.05. . . . . . . . . . . . 3.40

Divis Lab . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . 3413.20. . . . . . . . . . . . 1.00

Dr Reddys Lab. . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . 4237.55. . . . . . . . -23.05

Eicher Motors . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . 3227.75. . . . . . . . -53.45

Grasim Ind . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . 1723.50. . . . . . . . -29.25

HCL Tech . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . 1039.30. . . . . . . . . . -5.15

HDFC . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . 2637.60. . . . . . . . -37.80

HDFC Bank . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . 1628.15. . . . . . . . -13.15

HDFC Life. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . . . 566.25. . . . . . . . . . -4.75

Hero MotoCorp . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . 2738.85. . . . . . . . . . 16.65

Hindalco . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . . . 473.35. . . . . . . . . . . . 3.45

Hind Unilever . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . 2561.05. . . . . . . . . . -7.00

ICICI Bank. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . . . 890.85. . . . . . . . -17.20

IndusInd Bank. . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . 1220.10. . . . . . . . -11.05

Infosys . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . 1508.20. . . . . . . . . . -9.35

ITC . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . . . 331.55. . . . . . . . . . -3.80

JSW Steel . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . . . 768.05. . . . . . . . . . -1.35

Kotak Bank. . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . 1827.25. . . . . . . . . . . . 8.50

L&T. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . 2085.80. . . . . . . . -25.10

M&M . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . 1249.20. . . . . . . . -13.15

Maruti Suzuki . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . 8394.60. . . . . . . . -41.20

NestleIndia . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . 19606.00. . . . . . -202.00

NTPC . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . . . 166.45. . . . . . . . . . -0.30

ONGC . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . . . 146.75. . . . . . . . . . . . 2.10

PowerGrid Corp . . . . . . .. . . . . . . . . 213.70. . . . . . . . . . -2.05

Reliance Ind . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . 2547.20. . . . . . . . . . . . 3.90

SBI Life. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . 1231.30. . . . . . . . -27.30

State Bank. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . . . 613.70. . . . . . . . . . . . 1.90

Sun Pharma . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . 1001.40. . . . . . . . . . . . 0.85

TataConsumerPro-

duct. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . . . 766.95. . . . . . . . . . -9.15

Tata Motors . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . . . 387.95. . . . . . . . . . . . 2.05

Tata Steel . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . . . 112.65. . . . . . . . . . . . 0.90

TCS . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . 3256.70. . . . . . . . -12.05

Tech Mahindra . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . 1016.40. . . . . . . . . . . . 3.20

Titan. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . 2597.50. . . . . . . . . . 44.25

UltraTech Cement. . . .. . . . . . . 6959.05. . . . . . . . -23.15

UPL . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . . . 716.15. . . . . . . . . . -6.40

Wipro . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . . . 392.75. . . . . . . . . . . . 2.00

EXCHANGE RATES

Indicative direct rates in rupees a unit except yen at 4
p.m. on December 30

CURRENCY TT BUY TT SELL

US Dollar . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . 82.52. . . . . . . . . . 82.84

Euro. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . 88.13. . . . . . . . . . 88.48

British Pound . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . 99.44. . . . . . . . . . 99.83

Japanese Yen (100). . . . . . .. . . . . 62.60. . . . . . . . . . 62.85

Chinese Yuan. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . 11.90. . . . . . . . . . 11.95

Swiss Franc. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . 89.52. . . . . . . . . . 89.87

Singapore Dollar . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . 61.57. . . . . . . . . . 61.82

Canadian Dollar . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . 60.99. . . . . . . . . . 61.23

Malaysian Ringitt . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . 18.73. . . . . . . . . . 18.83

Australian Dollar . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . 56.10. . . . . . . . . . 56.32

Source:Indian Bank

New Delhi Television Ltd. said on Friday its
founders Prannoy Roy and Radhika Roy had
resigned as directors after the Adani Group took
control of the media firm. Along with the Roys,
four other independent directors also resigned,
effective December 30, NDTV said in a statement.
Earlier in the day, the Adani group said it had
acquired 27.26% stake in NDTV from the Roys at
₹342.65 per share, bringing its total holding — via
subsidiaries — in the broadcaster to 64.7%. REUTERS

Roys resign from NDTV board
after Adani takes control

INBRIEF
!

Asian Development Bank (ADB) has sanctioned
$100 million (about $830 crore) to Shriram
Finance Limited (SFL) to provide vehicle loans to
women entrepreneurs. Proceeds can be used to
finance, for commercial purposes, BS VI and
electric vehicles, specifically for women
entrepreneurs, cater to under-developed States
of the country and empower and promote the
social and economic status of the underserved
communities, the firm said in a statement. PTI

ADB’s $100 mn loan to help
Shriram fund women clients

Tractors and farm equipment manufacturer
TAFE Ltd. said the firm had acquired Faurecia, an
interior business group of the French global
automotive supplier Forvia, for an undisclosed
sum. The deal covers operations of Faurecia in
the States of Maharashtra, Andhra Pradesh and
Tamil Nadu. “TAFE is encouraged by strong
synergistic opportunities that the acquisition
offers,” said CMD Mallika Srinivasan. PTI

TAFE buys interior systems
unit of French auto supplier 

Sport

I
ndian banking sys-
tem’s outstanding cre-
dit to the services sec-

tor jumped 21.3%
year-on-year in November,
compared with 3.2% a year
earlier, data released by
the Reserve Bank of India
showed on Friday.

The jump was led by a
33% rise in credit given to
non-banking finance firms,
including housing finance
companies and public fi-
nance institutions.

India’s economy is reco-
vering following the CO-
VID-19 pandemic and cre-

dit offtake has improved.
Most banks expect double-
digit credit growth for the
current fiscal ending in
March 2023. Credit to agri-
culture rose 13.8% year-on-

year in November, as com-
pared with 10.9% a year
earlier. Credit growth to in-
dustry accelerated to 13.1%
from 3.4%. Size-wise, cre-
dit to large industry in-

creased 10.5%, compared
to a contraction of 0.6%.

Banks’ personal loans
grew 19.7% in November
compared with 12.6%, lar-
gely driven by a 16.2%
jump in housing and a
22.5% rise in vehicle loans.

The RBI, in its report on
the Trend and Progress of
Banking in India released
on Tuesday, had said there
was evidence to suggest
that a build-up of concen-
tration in retail loans may
become a source of sys-
temic risk.

However, the RBI said it
was equipped with its poli-
cy toolkit to handle any
such risk that may arise.

Bank credit to services sector
jumped 21.3% in Nov.: RBI 
Growth led by 33% surge in credit to non-banking finance companies, including housing finance
firms and public finance institutions; housing loans increased 16.2%, auto loans climbed 22.5%

Reuters
MUMBAI

The Commerce Ministry
has sought a reduction in
the import duty on gold in
the forthcoming Budget
with a view to push ex-
ports and manufacturing
of the gems and jewellery
sector, sources said.

In July this year, the
Centre raised gold import
duty to 15% from 10.75% to
check the current account
deficit (CAD) and rising im-
port of the yellow metal. 

Former chairman Gems
and Jewellery Export Pro-
motion Council Colin Shah

said the industry is pinning
hopes on the Budget to
push exports and generate
jobs in the sector. 

Export of gems and je-
wellery rose 2% to $26.45
billion in April-November.
Gold imports had dipped
by 18.1% to $27.21 billion.

‘Ministry seeks cut in
gold import duty to
spur jewellery exports’
Press Trust of India
NEW DELHI

Physical gold demand in
India remained muted this
week as domestic prices
jumped to their highest le-
vel in almost 10-months,
with buying activity across
Asian hubs also on hold
during the holiday period.

“Buyers are not ready to
make purchases at the cur-
rent price level,” said Mu-
kesh Kothari, director at
dealer RiddiSiddhi Bul-
lions in Mumbai. “They are
expecting prices will soften
in coming weeks.” 

Local gold prices
jumped to ₹55,365 ($670.5)
per 10 grams this week, the
highest since March 8.

Dealers were offering a
discount of up to $26 an
ounce over official domes-
tic prices down from the
last week’s discount of $30.

Demand in urban pock-
ets was very weak as po-
tential consumers were in
a vacation mood, said a
Mumbai-based dealer.

Meanwhile in China,

premiums stood at $12 an
ounce from last week’s $8-
16 range over global bench-
mark spot prices.

Premiums have come-
off from more than $50 in
the late summer reflecting
a decline in local demand,
analyst Ross Norman said.

Demand in China is, ho-
wever, expected to pick up
during the Chinese New
Year period between Janu-
ary 21 and 27.

“Being the ‘Year of the
Water Rabbit’ next year we
move from the unpredicta-
bility of the ‘Year of the Tig-
er’ to one of caution and
self-protection which
should auger well for gold,”
Mr. Norman added.

Gold demand slows as high
prices, holidays put off clients
Reuters

The net claims of non-resi-
dents on India increased
by $34.3 billion during the
second quarter (Q2) of
FY23 and stood at $389.6
billion in September, ac-
cording to data released by
Released Bank of India on
India’s International In-
vestment Position (IIP). 

As per the data, India’s
international financial as-
sets declined by $56.5 bil-
lion in July-September with
valuation losses account-
ing for a major portion. Re-
serve assets remained the
dominant component
(62.9% share) of India’s in-

ternational financial as-
sets, according to the cen-
tral bank. 

Trade credit rises
The fall in India’s foreign
liabilities during Q2 was at-
tributed primarily to direct
investment (net) outflows;
portfolio and other invest-

ments also recorded mar-
ginal decline on a net basis,
barring trade credit which
increased by $5.1 billion,
the data showed.

Variation in the ex-
change rate of rupee vis-a-
vis other currencies also
impacted the change in lia-
bilities when valued in
terms of the U.S. dollar, the
RBI said.

Debt and non-debt lia-
bilities continued to have
an equal share in total ex-
ternal liabilities. 

The ratio of internation-
al assets to international
liabilities moderated to
68.5% in September from
71.5% a quarter ago, ac-
cording to the RBI.

India’s global financial assets
slid $56.5 bn on valuation loss
The Hindu Bureau
MUMBAI

Reserve assets remained
the dominant
component, with 62.9%
share, of India’s
international financial
assets, as per the RBI

to defend the rupee amid
pressures caused majorly
by global developments.

Gold reserves increased
by $390 million to $40.969
billion, it said. The Special
Drawing Rights were up by
$8 million to $18.19 billion,
the apex bank said.

India’s forex reserves
dropped by $691 million to
$562.808 billion as of De-
cember 23, making it the
second consecutive week
of decline in the kitty, ac-
cording to the RBI data.

The overall reserves had
dropped by $571 million to
$563.499 billion in the pre-
vious reporting week,
snapping a five-week trend
of an increase in the kitty.

The reserves had been
declining as the central
bank deployed the reserve

Forex reserves dip for
second straight week 

Press Trust of India
MUMBAI

Markets watchdog SEBI on
Friday asked stock ex-
changes and clearing cor-
porations to put in place a
platform to help investors
in case there is a disrup-
tion of services caused by
systems beloging to trading
members.

After consultations, the
regulator has decided to in-
troduce the Investor Risk
Reduction Access (IRRA)

platform and time has
been given till October 1
next year to make the plat-
form operational.

The move comes against
the backdrop of a rise in in-
stances of glitches in Trad-
ing Members' (TMs) sys-

tems. In such cases,
investors with open posi-
tions are at risk of having
no avenues to close their
positions, particularly if
markets are volatile.

A joint platform to pro-
vide IRRA service will be
developed by exchanges to
provide investors with an
opportunity to square off/
close open positions and/
or cancel pending orders
in case of disruption of
trading services provided
by the TM.

SEBI sets Oct. 1 deadline for
platform by bourses to cut
access risk for investors
Press Trust of India
NEW DELHI

Investors are unable
to close their open
positions if Trading
Members' systems
develop glitches

BENGALURU: Forest Flame, who
is in fine fettle, may score an en-
core in the New Year Eve Cup
(1,400m), the main event of the
races to be held here on Saturday
(Dec. 31). False rails (width about
8.5m from 1,600m to the winning
post) will be in position.

1 VANI VILASA SAGARA TROPHY
(DIV. III), (1,200m), rated 20 to

45, 1-45 p.m.: 1. Maybach (6) A.
Imran 60, 2. Quick Witted (3) Md.
Aliyar 60, 3. Flamingo Road (5) S.
Mubarak 59.5, 4. Chinky Pinky (7)
R. Pradeep 59, 5. Limited Edition
(1) Indrajeet S 59, 6. The Republic
Power (8) Sai Kiran 59, 7. Firefinch
(2) Salman K 58.5, 8. Maroon (9) S.
Shareef 58.5 and 9. Sofiya (4) Tre-
vor 58.5.
1. SOFIYA, 2. LIMITED EDITION, 3.
CHINKY PINKY

2 GHOSTZAPPER PLATE (DIV. II),
(1,200m), rated 20 to 45, 4-y-o

& over, 2-15: 1. Air Blast (9) A. Im-
ran 60, 2. The Omega Man (4)
Likith Appu 59, 3. Capri Girl (7)
Sai Kiran 57.5, 4. Debonair (2) Md.
Aliyar 57.5, 5. Altair (6) P. Sidda-
raju 56.5, 6. Ring Master (8) R.
Pradeep 56, 7. Mega Success (5)
Salman K 55.5, 8. Princess Aura
(3) S. Shareef 53.5 and 9. Sling
Shot (1) G. Vivek 53.5.
1. SLING SHOT, 2. AIR BLAST, 3.
THE OMEGA MAN

3 ICE BREAKER PLATE
(1,200m), 2-y-o only, (Terms),

2-45: 1. Knotty Charmer (9) Ak-
shay K 57, 2. Blackstone (3) Tousif
53, 3. Northern Quest (1)
Jagadeesh 53, 4. Roman Spirit (8)
Rayan 53, 5. Sian (5) R. Ajinkya 53,
6. Star Concept (4) M.
Prabhakaran 53, 7. Super Sap-
phire (6) Vinod Shinde 53, 8.
Avondale (7) Trevor 51.5 and 9.
She’s A Lady (2) Neeraj 51.5.
1. AVONDALE, 2. KNOTTY
CHARMER, 3. SHE’S A LADY

4 VANI VILASA SAGARA TROPHY
(DIV. II), (1,200m), rated 20 to

45, 3-15: 1. Montelena (4) L.A. Roz-
ario 60, 2. Archway (1) Sandesh
56.5, 3. Born King (6) Khurshad
56.5, 4. Ozark (8) Vinod Shinde
55.5, 5. Breeze Bluster (3) G. Vivek
55, 6. My Solitaire (7) Akshay K 55,
7. The Perfect Choice (5) Sai Kiran
55, 8. The Pirate (9) R. Pradeep 55
and 9. Thewhisperquietly (2) P.
Siddaraju 55.
1. MONTELENA, 2. ARCHWAY, 3. MY
SOLITAIRE

5 VANI VILASA SAGARA TROPHY
(DIV. I), (1,200m), rated 20 to

45, 3-45: 1. Tripitaka (4) L.A. Roz-
ario 62, 2. English Bay (1) A. Imran
61.5, 3. Ombudsman (3) Salman K
61.5, 4. Caesars Palace (5) Nazerul
59, 5. Alaskan Jewel (2) B.L.
Paswan 58, 6. Sheer Bliss (9)
Likith Appu 57.5, 7. Contador (7)
Akshay K 55, 8. Mace (6) Darshan
55 and 9. The Grey Geranium (8)
P. Siddaraju 55.

1. ENGLISH BAY, 2. SHEER BLISS, 3.
CONTADOR

6 NEW YEAR EVE CUP
(1,400m), 3-y-o & over,

(Terms), 4-15: 1. Forest Flame (6)
Sandesh 61.5, 2. Siege Perilous (1)
Akshay K 57.5, 3. Bellator (3) Dar-
shan 57, 4. Priceless Gold (2) Suraj
57, 5. All Attractive (4) Trevor 55
and 6. Imperial Blue (5) L.A. Roz-
ario 55.
1. FOREST FLAME, 2. SIEGE
PERILOUS

7 NATIVE CHIEFTAIN PLATE
(2,000m), rated 40 to 65, 4-

45: 1. Tranquilo (5) Akshay K 60,
2. Splendido (3) Neeraj 59.5, 3.
Southern Dynasty (3) I. Chisty
56.5, 4. Tignanello (1) Trevor 56
and 5. Disruptor (4) Darshan 55.
1. TIGNANELLO, 2. TRANQUILO

8 GHOSTZAPPER PLATE (DIV. I),
(1,200m), rated 20 to 45, 4-

y-o & over, 5-15: 1. Lauterbrunnen
(5) L.A. Rozario 62, 2. Super Kind
(7) Trevor 61, 3. Super Ruffian (8)
Indrajeet S 59, 4. Domina (6)
Likith Appu 57, 5. Able One (2) Sal-
man K 55.5, 6. Bramastram (1)
Nazerul 55, 7. Jokshan (3) G. Vivek
54.5 and 8. Jersey Legend (4)
Rayan 54.
1. LAUTERBRUNNEN, 2. JOKSHAN,
3. SUPER KIND

Day’s best: TIGNANELLO

Double: MONTELENA — ENGLISH
BAY

Jkt: 4, 5, 6, 7 and 8; Tr (i): 3, 4 and
5; (ii): 6, 7 and 8.

Forest Flame for the feature event
RACING

BENGALURU: S. Narredu trained
Star Glory (Suraj Narredu up),
won the Karnataka Police Trophy,
the feature event of the races held
here on Friday (Dec 30). 
The winner is owned by Mr. Dau-
lat Chhabria & Mr. S. Narredu.
THE RESULTS:
1. TAPTI PLATE (DIV. II):
KONICHIWA (Likith Appu) 1, She’s
Innocent (Chethan K) 2, Country’s
Jewel (Darshan) 3 and Regal Force
(I. Chisty) 4. 1, 5-1/2 and 1-1/4. 1m,
29.22s. ₹71 (w), 22, 11 and 17 (p),
SHP: 30, THP: 43, FP: 436, Q: 109,
Trinella: 1,768, Exacta: 2,167. Fa-
vourite: She’s Innocent. 
Owners: Mr. Amritlal Vithaldas
Rukhana, Mrs. Pratima Amritlal
Rukhana, Mr. Himashu Amritlal
Rukhana and Ms. Minal Amritlal
Rukhana. Trainer: Warren Singh.
2. GANGA PLATE: BABA VOSS (Dar-
shan) 1, Southernaristocrat (A.
Qureshi) 2, Emeraldo (B. Dhar-
shan) 3 and Exalted Dream
( Jagadeesh) 4. 1-3/4, Snk and 2.
1m, 41.50s. ₹24 (w), 12, 15 and 123
(p), SHP: 45, THP: 217, FP: 148, Q:
68, Trinella: 7,779, Exacta: 67,321.
Favourite: Baba Voss. 
Owners: Mr. Francis Arun Kumar
& Mr. Santhosh G. Trainer: Neil
Devaney.
3. VINDICATION PLATE: ANZAC PI-
PERNAL (Srinath) 1, Granpar (Tre-

vor) 2, Fondness Of You (Suraj) 3
and Dynamic Force (Akshay K) 4.
Snk, 5-1/2 and 1-3/4. 1m, 27.78s. ₹14
(w), 11 and 24 (p), SHP: 39, THP:
39, FP: 51, Q: 46, Trinella: 294, Ex-
acta: 645. Favourite: Anzac Piper-
nal. 
Owners: Mr. V. Krishna Das, Mr.
Akshay Karan & Mr. Syed Nawaz
Hussain. Trainer: S. Dominic.
4. HARANGI PLATE: STORMY
OCEAN (Trevor) 1, Castaneda (Ak-
shay K) 2, Twilight Tornado (Dar-
shan) 3 and Banksy (Neeraj) 4. 4,
Lnk and 1. 2m, 07.86s. ₹24 (w), 11,
17 and 17 (p), SHP: 42, THP: 38,
FP: 92, Q: 69, Trinella: 575, Ex-
acta: 792. Favourite: Stormy
Ocean. 
Owner: Mr. Aditya P. Thackersey.
Trainer: Darius Byramji.
5. PHAR LAP PLATE: GREEN CHAN-
NEL (Srinath) 1, Elusive Girl (L.A.
Rozario) 2, Southern Power (Ak-
shay K) 3 and Silver Dew (Dar-
shan) 4. 1-1/2, 2 and 3/4. 1m,
26.58s. ₹23 (w), 13, 16 and 20 (p),
SHP: 40, THP: 59, FP: 55, Q: 65,
Trinella: 1,035, Exacta: 11,867. Fa-
vourite: Green Channel. 
Owner: Mrs. Deepa Devaney.
Trainer: Neil Devaney.
6. KARNATAKA POLICE TROPHY:
STAR GLORY (Suraj) 1, Aztec
Queen (Akshay K) 2, Indian Pat-
riot (Likith Appu) 3 and De Villiers
(P.S. Chouhan) 4. 1-1/4, 2-3/4 and 1-

1/4. 1m, 12.97s. ₹25 (w), 12, 14 and
16 (p), SHP: 32, THP: 44, FP: 117,
Q: 40, Trinella: 486, Exacta:
1,027. Favourite: Star Glory. 

Owners: Mr. Daulat Chhabria &
Mr. S. Narredu. Trainer: S.
Narredu.

7. KALI PLATE: PELUCHE (Dar-
shan) 1, Dr Logan (L.A. Rozario)
2, Kings Speech (B. Dharshan) 3
and Eco Friendly (Sai Kiran) 4. 1,
3/4 and 3/4. 1m, 40.50s. ₹96 (w),
21, 15 and 12 (p), SHP: 58, THP: 55,
FP: 1,477, Q: 323, Trinella: 1,589,
Exacta: 10,252. Favourite: Kings
Speech. 

Owner and trainer: Mr. Imtiaz
Khan.

8. TAPTI PLATE (DIV. I):
SINGHSAAB (A. Qureshi) 1, Prin-
cess Jasmine (Likith Appu) 2,
Rorito (A. Imran) 3 and Alta-
monte (Darshan) 4. Nose, 4-1/4
and 1. 1m, 28.74s. ₹255 (w), 33, 12
and 12 (p), SHP: 33, THP: 53, FP:
1,710, Q: 569, Trinella: 2,641, Ex-
acta: 18,312. Favourite: Rorito. 

Owner: Mr. Srinivasa M. Trainer:
Rajendra Singh. 

Jackpot: ₹41,959 (two tkts.); Run-
ner-up: 326 (110 tkts.); Treble (i):
38 (188 tkts.); (ii): 15,303 (one
tkt.).

Star Glory runs to glory in
Karnataka Police Trophy

Bengaluru’s Alimon Saida-
lavi and Hemanth Muddap-
pa clinched the titles in
their respective superbike
categories as the MMSC
FMSCI Indian National Mo-
torcycle Drag Racing
Championship 2022 con-
cluded at the Madras Inter-
national Circuit, here on
Friday.

Alimon, who remained
unbeaten this season by
winning all the four rounds
astride the Kawasaki Ninja
H2, emerged triumphant
in the premier Unrestrict-
ed category while Muddap-
pa, with three wins in four
outings riding the Suzuki
Hayabusa, topped the 1051-
1650cc class. 

Muddappa’s team Man-

tra Racing bagged the team
honours in both these su-
perbike classes.

The results (Round-4,
Provisional, all 4-Stroke Super
Sport unless mentioned,
winners only): 

Unrestricted: 1. Alimon
Saidalavi (Bengaluru) (7.732secs).
National champion: Alimon
Saidalavi (Bengaluru). Team
champions: Mantra Racing,
Bengaluru.

1051-1650cc: 1. Hemanth
Muddappa (Bengaluru, Mantra
Racing) (7.866); National
champion: Hemanth Muddappa.
Team champions: Mantra
Racing, Bengaluru.

851-1050cc (Support race): 1.
Saurabh Parabh (Mumbai)
(7.827); 551-850cc: 1. Saurabh
Parab (Mumbai) (8.476).
National champion: Saurabh
Parabh. Team champions:
Mantra Racing, Bengaluru.

Alimon, Hemanth
reign supreme
Sports Bureau
CHENNAI
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FIFA and leading football-
ers paid emotional tributes
to the legendary Pele after
his passing on Thursday.

FIFA said Pele was simp-
ly “immortal” and as a
mark of respect, the flags
of all nations were lowered
to half-mast at the head-
quarters of the governing
body.

FIFA president Gianni
Infantino wrote on Insta-
gram: “Pele: Immortal - fo-
rever with us.”

Fresh from cementing
his status among the foot-
ball immortals by winning
his first World Cup, Lionel
Messi posted a Instagram
photo of himself with the
Brazilian alongside the
message: “Rest in peace,
Pele.”

Brazil forward Neymar
hailed Pele in a social me-
dia post alongside two pic-
tures of himself with the le-
gend. “Before Pele, ‘10’
was just a number,” the
heir to Pele’s famed shirt
number wrote on Insta-
gram. “He transformed
football into an art, into en-
tertainment... Football and
Brazil gained status thanks
to the King. He has gone,
but his magic will remain.
Pele is ETERNAL!”

France striker Kylian
Mbappe, who shot to star-
dom after winning the
World Cup at a young age
in 2018, tweeted: “The
king of football has left us
but his legacy will never be
forgotten. RIP KING.” 

Cristiano Ronaldo, who
showed a photo of Pele giv-
ing the Portugal striker an
award, praised him as an
“inspiration to millions, a
reference from yesterday,
today, forever”. 

“The affection he always
showed for me was reci-
procal in every moment
we shared, even from a dis-
tance,” Ronaldo wrote on
Instagram. “He will never

be forgotten and his me-
mory will live on forever in
each of us football lovers.
Rest in peace, King Pele.”

Former England World
Cup winner Geoff Hurst,
who played against Pele in
the 1970 World Cup, wrote
“I have so many memories
of Pele, without doubt the
best footballer I ever
played against.” 

Hurst’s World Cup-win-
ning team-mate Bobby
Charlton added: “Pele was
a truly magical footballer
and a wonderful human
being. It was an honour to
have shared a pitch with
him.”

Pele transformed football
into art, says Neymar
Agence France-Presse
LONDON

Legends with the Greatest: Messi, Mbappe, Neymar and Ronaldo
all shared their favourite pictures snapped with Pele. INSTAGRAM
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X

Spin-bowling all-rounder Ashton Agar and opener Matthew
Renshaw were called up to the Australia squad on Friday for the
third Test against South Africa with Cameron Green and Mitchell
Starc ruled out with injuries. Pace spearhead Josh Hazlewood,
meanwhile, has recovered from a side strain. 

Agar and Renshaw in Australia
squad for third Test

CALL-UPS

X

Sumit Nagal was handed a wild card into the main draw of the Tata
Open Maharashtra on Friday. Once on the verge of breaking into the
ATP top-100, Nagal has now slipped to No. 503 in the world. Local
lad Arjun Kadhe was awarded a doubles wild card and will partner
Brazil's Fernando Romboli.

Tata Open wild card for 
Sumit Nagal

MAKING IT

X

Stylish opener Smriti Mandhana is the only Indian across the
women and men’s categories to feature among the ICC nominees
for the Cricketer of the Year award. She will be competing for the
top honours alongside Nat Sciver (England), Amelia Kerr (New
Zealand) and Beth Mooney (Australia). 

Smriti Mandhana in the race for
ICC Cricketer of the Year honour

IN THE RUNNING

X

Former World No. 3 Dominic Thiem was handed a wild card to the
Australian Open on Friday. The Austrian was sidelined for nine
months with injury. He has risen from outside the top 350 to 102 in
the second half of this year with semifinal runs at Gstaad, Gijon and
Antwerp.

Former US Open champion Thiem
gets Australian Open wild card

ON THE RISE

T
he eternal sport-
sperson is some-
one whose rele-

vance gets embalmed in
collective memories,
passed on through genera-
tions as a fond remem-
brance and through that
link, the athlete lives on.
Sport and the arts at their
highest plane always tap-
dance in our minds.

An old goal will be re-
called, a string of words
like William Shakespeare’s
“to be or not to be” will
last for posterity and a
snatch of an evergreen
song will be hummed. In
cricket, Sir Don Bradman
lingers forever even after
he became part of the
mists of time in 2001. Cut
to football and you cannot
get anyone bigger than
Pele, the legend who de-
parted on Thursday, aged
82, after battling cancer.

Like Muhammad Ali,
the splendid boxer, Pele’s
legacy is set in stone while
being mounted upon his
lightning feet. With the ha-
lo he generated, and for
his iconic description of
football as ‘The Beautiful
Game’, Pele (a mononym
he preferred over the origi-
nal name of Edson Arantes

do Nascimento) will conti-
nue to live on not just in
his nation Brazil but across
the universe.

Staggering record
The binary juxtaposition
of Pele and Diego Marado-
na in the realm of great-
ness while resting on a fa-
mous Latin American
rivalry between Brazil’s
yellow and Argentina’s
blue, will grease many
football conversations for
years to come with Lionel

Messi nudging all of us to
whisper him in the same
breath. Pele’s records are
staggering and so is the
glittering fact that he is the
only player to have won
three World Cups — 1958,
1962 and 1970.

The very best athletes
become sporting evange-
lists converting us into
their fold, drawing us to
either play their sport or at
least follow it. Seen in that
light, Pele was the high-
priest in football’s pulpit

while readers of a different
vintage may have a le-
nience towards Maradona
while others can have a re-
cency-bias and root for
Messi.

Maradona was seen as
the accessible champion,
warts and all, prone to-
wards magic, drama and
the acerbic word. And dur-
ing the recent World Cup,
which Messi willed Argen-
tina to win at Doha, he too
allowed the icy veneer to
slip at times while script-

ing incandescent couplets
with his feet. But Messi
was being Messi even if
some said he was tapping
into his inner Maradona.

For most, Pele is a le-
gend whose exploits are
remembered, thanks to a
gob-smacked earlier gen-
eration which witnessed
him in his prime and was
aware of the halo he exud-
ed till his last breath in a
hospital. The retired
champion can at times
turn grumpy but Pele was
an exception and everyone
wanted a piece of him, be
it a country’s leader or the
fan on the street. His allure
remained undiminished.

Football is one sport
where the gifted player
with a spinning ball at his
feet can seemingly pause a
larger rotating globe. The
earth perhaps stands still

for a split-second when a
goal is scored and all of us
become part of a vast con-
gregation cutting across
continents. There are sto-
ries about good old Calcut-
ta coming to a halt when
Pele turned up in 1977. He
was football royalty, who
emerged from barefoot-
poverty and like Ali, he al-
so embodied ‘Black pride’
much before Vivian Ri-
chards, Serena Williams or
Michael Holding espoused
this cause.

When Maradona passed
away in 2020, Pele tweet-
ed: “One day, I hope we
can play ball together in
heaven.” Perhaps they al-
ready are provided you are
a believer, and if you are
an atheist, it is still a deli-
cious thought for which
you could make an excep-
tion.

He was a legend whose exploits are remembered, thanks to a gob-smacked earlier generation which witnessed him in his prime 
and was aware of the halo he exuded till his last breath in a hospital

TRIBUTE

Pele’s legacy will live on across the globe

K.C. Vijaya Kumar
CHENNAI

Poetry in motion: Pele’s smooth run and ball skills were a sight to behold, keeping the fans of the
beautiful game enthralled. AFP

Masters of the game: Pele and Maradona shared a relationship of
mutual respect though the world debated as to who was better. AFP

The career statistics of
Pele, who passed away on
Thursday: 

Three World Cup titles
with Brazil in 1958, 1962
and 1970 — the only player
to have won the showpiece
tournament three times.

The youngest-ever
player to win the World
Cup trophy at 17, a record
that still stands.

Scored 757 goals in 812
official matches for club
and country, a record that
stood for decades until
Portugal’s Cristiano Ronal-
do eclipsed his tally.

Brazil’s football associa-
tion (CBF) and Santos say
Pele scored a total of 1,283
goals in 1,367 matches
while FIFA puts the figure
at 1,281 goals in 1,366
games. 

Netted 77 goals in 92 of-

ficial matches for Brazil —
the country’s all-time lead-
ing goal scorer, alongside
Neymar, who netted his
77th goal in the 2022 World
Cup.

Scored 12 goals in World
Cups.

Registered six assists at
Mexico 1970 — a record for
one World Cup.

Scored 92 hat-tricks
across official and unoffi-
cial games.

Scored 127 goals for San-
tos in 1959, thought to be
the most goals scored by a
club player in one calendar
year.

Finished as Santos’ top
scorer with 643 goals in
659 competitive matches.

Won Brazil’s Serie A six
times with Santos (1961-
1965 and 1968).

Led Santos to two Copa
Libertadores titles (1962
and 1963). 

A prolific and
record-breaking
career of the ‘King’

Genius at work: Pele had the extraordinary ability to score from
any postion and angle. AP 

Reuters

Indian cricket team’s wick-
etkeeper-batter Rishabh
Pant met with an accident
after his car hit the divider
near Manglaur police sta-
tion in Roorkee on Friday,
around 5.30 a.m. He mirac-
ulously escaped with inju-
ries on forehead and liga-
ment even as his car was

gutted. The team of doc-
tors treating Pant at Dehra-
dun’s Max hospital told The

Hindu that the cricketer
needs no surgery as of now.
“There is a wound above
one his eyes that had been
stitched. He is out of dan-
ger and is in full conscious
state,” a doctor said. 

Detailing about the inci-
dent, Senior Superinten-
dent of Police (SSP), Harid-

war, Ajay Singh said that
Pant was driving a Mer-
cedes Benz car. “It was a
miraculous escape because
he managed to get out of
the car on his own as the
window panes of the vehi-
cle were smashed after hit-
ting the divider and turning
turtle several times. Some
passer-by held him and
police rushed to the spot,”
said the SSP. 

Pant injured in car crash, out of danger
The Hindu Bureau 
NEW DELHI 

Pant. FILE PHOTO

Cleiton Silva finished a nice
free-kick in injury-time to
help East Bengal beat Ben-
galuru FC 2-1 in a match-
week-12 fixture of ISL-9, at
the Salt Lake Stadium here
on Friday.

The Brazilian striker,
who had scored his first
goal from a penalty in the
first half, ensured that East
Bengal won its first home
match of the season. Javi
Hernandez found the only
reply for Bengaluru FC.

East Bengal tallied 12
points from 11 matches to
overtake Bengaluru, which
remained on 10 from 12, to

the eighth spot in the cur-
rent standings. 

East Bengal found its ef-
forts rewarded in the 38th
minute when the Bengalu-
ru side-back Roshan Singh

handled the ball inside his
own box trying to clear it
ahead of the East Bengal
forward V.P. Suhair. 

Cleiton found the net
from the spot to give East

Bengal the much-needed
lead before the break.

BFC’s equaliser came in
the 55th minute off a nice
counter-attack. After Su-
hair had lost the ball, the
Bengaluru midfielder Pa-
blo Perez wrested posses-
sion and set up Roy Krish-
na on the right. 

The Fijian cleared his
marker and essayed a cut-
back for Javi, who buried
the ball in the corner of the
East Bengal net. 

Cleiton put the finishing
touch in injury-time with a
brilliant free-kick.

The result: East Bengal 2
(Cleiton 39-pen, 90+2) bt
Bengaluru FC 1 (Javi 55).

East Bengal beats BFC to clinch 
first home game of season
Amitabha Das Sharma
KOLKATA

Opening salvo: Cleiton found the net from the spot to give 
East Bengal the lead. FOCUS SPORTS/ISL

Brazil began three days of
national mourning on Fri-
day for football legend
Pele, the three-time World
Cup winner widely regard-
ed as the greatest player of
all time, who died at age 82
here on Thursday. Pele
died at the Albert Einstein
hospital after a long battle
with cancer.

The death of ‘The King’
triggered a wave of tributes
around the globe from the
sports world and also from
political and cultural lead-
ers. “We love you infinitely.
Rest in peace,” daughter
Kely Nascimento wrote on
Instagram.

The football world came
together to honour ‘O Rei’,
who transformed the sport
during a long professional
career that began when he
was still a teenager.

Brazilian President Jair
Bolsonaro, who declared
three days of national
mourning, paid tribute to a
man who “transformed
football into art and joy”,
while president-elect Luiz
Inacio Lula da Silva, who is
due to take office on Sun-
day, tweeted: “There had
never been a number 10
like him.”

Brazil in
mourning for
‘King of
Football’ 

Agence France-Presse
SAO PAULO
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Srihari Nataraj and Aarti Patil emerged the fastest
as they won the 50-metre freestyle event in the
men’s and women’s section of the All India
inter-University swimming championship in
Bhubaneswar.

The winners: Men: Freestyle: 50m: Srihari Nataraj 23.67;
200m: Aneesh Gowda 1:55.30; 800m: Aneesh Gowda 8:35.68.
Backstroke: 50m: Srihari 26.38; 200m: Srihari 2:07.03; 100m
breaststroke: S. Danush 1:04.44; Butterfly: 100m: Srihari
56.11; 200m: Aryan Panchal 2:04.43; 400m medley: Aneesh
4:42.59. Women: Freestyle: 50m: Aarti Patil 28.34; 200m: V.
Preetha 2:18.45; 1500m:Preetha 19:25.16. Backstroke: 50m:
Shrungi Bandekar 31.85; 200m: Shrungi Bandekar 2:29.12;
100m breaststroke: Chahat Arora 1:14.97; Butterfly: 100m:
Uttara Gogoi 1:06.04; 200m: Uttara 2:28.73; 400m medley:
Shrungi Bandekar 5:25.89.

Srihari Nataraj and Aarti Patil
emerge the fastest

Atletico Madrid’s Joao Felix and Alvaro Morata
secured a 2-0 home win over Elche as the 10-man
host moved up to third place in La Liga on
Thursday after a clash in which three players
were sent off as the visitors finished with nine
men. Atletico has 27 points from 15 matches, 10
off leader Barcelona but having played a game
more than the latter. 

The results: Girona 2 (Castellanos 34-pen, Samuel 75-pen)
drew with Rayo Vallecano 2 (Camello 2, Palazon 62); Real Betis
0 drew with Athletic Bilbao 0; Atletico Madrid 2 (Felix 56,
Alvaro Morata 74) bt Elche 0.

Atletico Madrid seals a 2-0
home win over Elche

INBRIEF
!

Elite: Group A: At Vadodara:
Uttar Pradesh 258 & 177 lost to
Baroda 249 & 189/6 in 47.2 overs
(Shashwat Rawat 68, Mitesh Patel
40, Ninad Rathva 40 n.o.). Points:
Baroda 6 (12), U.P. 0 (7).
At Cuttack: Haryana 338 & 384/4
decl. in 77 overs (Ankit Kumar 172
n.o., Himanshu Rana 98) vs.
Odisha 414 & 110/1 in 31 overs
(Anurag Sarangi 53 n.o.). Odisha 3
(4), Haryana 1 (2).
At Dehradun: Himachal Pradesh
49 & 391 in 111 overs (Akash
Vasisht 111, Rishi Dhawan 71,
Abhay Negi 4/54) lost to
Uttarakhand 336 & 106/5 in 28.5
overs (Kunal Chandela 59 n.o.).
Uttarakhand 6 (19), HP 0 (8).
Group B: At Delhi: Delhi 303 &
262 in 79.5 overs (Dhruv Shorey 70,
Vaibhav Rawal 95 n.o.,
Washington Sundar 4/43) vs. Tamil
Nadu 427/8 decl. & 54/3 in 6 overs.
TN 3 (6), Delhi 1 (2).
At Hyderabad: Assam 205 & 252
bt Hyderabad 208 & 231 in 61.5
overs (Tanmay Agarwal 126 n.o.,
Riyan Parag 4/93). Assam 6 (10),
Hyderabad 0 (1).
At Vizianagaram: Maharashtra
200 & 250 bt Andhra 211 & 108 in
38.1 overs (Pradeep Dadhe 6/20).
Maharashtra 6 (13), Andhra 0
(6).
At Mumbai: Saurashtra 289 & 220
bt Mumbai 230 & 231 in 74 overs
(Yuvrajsinh Dodiya 4/86).
Saurashtra 6 (12), Mumbai 0
(13).
Group C: At Porvorim:
Karnataka 603/7 decl. vs. Goa 373
in 121.5 overs (Darshan Misal 95) &

150/3 in 45 overs (Suyash
Prabhudessai 61 n.o.). Karnataka
3 (13), Goa 1 (5).

At Jamshedpur: Services 367 &
214 in 74.2 overs (Arpit Guleria 77,
Shahbaz Nadeem 5/78, Anukul
Roy 4/63) lost to Jharkhand 551/8
decl. & 31/1 in 7.5 overs.
Jharkhand 6 (9), Services 0
(1).

At Thumba: Chhattisgarh 149 &
287 lost to Kerala 311 & 126/3 in
19.1 overs (Ponnan Rahul 66 n.o.,
Rohan Kunnummal 40). Kerala 6
(13), Chhattisgarh 0 (13).

Group D: At Agartala: Punjab
203 vs. Tripura 322/4 in 114 overs
(Sudip Chatterjee 112 n.o.,
Wriddhiman Saha 101 n.o.).
Tripura 3 (6), Punjab 1 (7).

At Ahmedabad: Chandigarh 304
& 205 in 75.3 overs (Manan Vohra
40, Jagjit Singh 46, Hardik Patel
4/66, Siddharth Desai 4/92) lost to
Gujarat 596/4 decl. Gujarat 7
(14), Chandigarh 0 (1).

At Indore: Railways 274 & 195
lost to Madhya Pradesh 255 &
215/8 in 79.3 overs (Himanshu
Mantri 45). M.P. 6 (20), Railways
0 (1).

Plate: At Rangpo: Mizoram 263
& 156 lost to Sikkim 176 & 244/6 in
77.2 overs (Nilesh Lamichaney
108, Ashish Thapa 43, Sumit Singh
52). Sikkim 6 (12), Mizoram 0
(7).

At Anand: Arunachal Pradesh 233
& 251 lost to Manipur 287 & 198/2
in 42.2 overs (Basir Rahman 55
n.o., Langlonyamba Keishangbam
40, Prafullomani Singh 87 n.o.).
Manipur 6 (7), Arunachal 0 (0).

RANJI SCORES (ROUND THREE, DAY FOUR)
!

NBA: Sports 18-1 (SD & HD) & Jio Cinema App, 8.30 a.m.

Premier League: SS Select 1, 2 (SD & HD) & Hotstar, 6, 8.30
& 11 p.m.

LaLiga: Sports 18-1 (SD & HD) & Jio Cinema App, 6.30, 8.45
p.m. 

LIVE TELECAST

!

V
aibhav Rawal’s
fighting unbeaten
95 stood out amid

some truly mindless bat-
ting by his Delhi teammates
on Friday afternoon and
proved instrumental in de-
nying Tamil Nadu an out-
right victory in their Ranji
Trophy league clash at the
Ferozeshah Kotla ground
here.

For the record, Tamil
Nadu bowled out Delhi for
262 and stared at the target
of 139 for a highly improba-
ble victory, in possibly sin-
gle-digit overs.

TN gets three, Delhi one
Eventually, in the six overs
that Delhi bowled in 50 mi-
nutes, Tamil Nadu hit up 54
for three before bad light
brought about an anticipat-
ed end. The resultant draw
meant three points for Ta-
mil Nadu, for gaining the
first innings lead, and one
for Delhi.

After three rounds, in
the eight-team Group B, Ta-
mil Nadu (6 points) is
placed sixth and Delhi (2)
seventh. Mumbai, Maha-
rashtra (13 each), Saurash-
tra (12) and Assam (10) hold
the top-four positions. 

Tamil Nadu started the
day looking to get nine Del-
hi wickets at the earliest.
Night-watchman Vikas Mis-
hra’s wicket came easy but
in-form opener Dhruv Sho-
rey (70, 115b, 11x4) and skip-

per Yash Dhull (37, 33b,
7x4) batted positively to
put on 51 runs off 68 balls. 

With Delhi looking to
hold on and also score
briskly, a tame draw ap-
peared likely when Shorey
and Vaibhav (95 not out,
142b, 13x4) added another
70 runs off just 84 balls.
Even after Jonty Sidhu (14,
59b, 1x4) came in at the fall
of Shorey, Delhi looked
safe. Another 43 runs came
off 96 deliveries to rein-
force the possibility of a
draw.

Thereafter, it took a col-
lapse, triggered by Sidhu’s
ill-advised heave that failed
to clear Vijay Shankar off
part-time spinner Pradosh
Paul. Rawal could only
watch helplessly as five
more wickets tumbled for
30 runs to raise Tamil Na-

du’s hopes of victory.
Expectedly, Delhi’s ga-

mesmanship came to the
fore. In the six overs of
pace, openers B. Sai Sud-
harsan and N. Jagadeesan
and later Washington Sun-
dar played to their reputa-
tion earned in white-ball
cricket and hit four sixes
and two boundaries. 

Desperation saw the dis-
missals of the openers and
B. Aparajith, but it meant
little.

The scores:

Delhi —1st innings: 303.

Tamil Nadu — 1st innings:
427/8 decl.

Delhi — 2nd innings: Dhruv
Shorey c Jagadeesan b Warrier
70, Anuj Rawat b Washington 14,
Vikas Mishra c Indrajith b Vignesh
0, Yash Dhull lbw b Sai Kishore 37,
Vaibhav Rawal (not out) 95, Jonty
Sidhu c Vijay Shankar b Pradosh

14, Himmat Singh st. Jagadeesan
b Sai Kishore 12, Lalit Yadav c
Jagadeesan b Warrier 2, Pranshu
Vijayran b Sundar 1, Harshit Rana
lbw b Sundar 3, Kuldip Yadav b
Washington 0; Extras (b-6, lb-5,
nb-1, w-2): 14; Total (in 79.5
overs): 262.

Fall of wickets: 1-28, 2-45, 3-96,
4-166, 5-209, 6-232, 7-237, 8-242,
9-256.

Tamil Nadu bowling:
Washington 17.5-2-43-4, Sai
Kishore 17-4-53-2, Warrier
17-0-1-64-2, Vignesh 14-4-43-1,
Crist 2-0-13-0, Vijay Shankar
4-1-18-0, Pradosh 8-2-17-1.

Tamil Nadu — 2nd innings: Sai
Sudharshan c Shorey b Kuldip 24,
N. Jagadeesan c Rawat b Rana
18, Washington Sundar (not out)
9, B. Aparajith c Rawat b Kuldip 0,
B. Indrajith (not out) 1; Extras
(nb-1, w-1): 2; Total (for three
wkts. in six overs): 54.

Fall of wickets: 1-30, 2-47, 3-47.

Delhi bowling: Rana 3-0-27-1,
Kuldip 3-0-27-2.

Rakesh Rao 
NEW DELHI

Vaibhav Rawal, fading light
combine to deny Tamil Nadu

Dropping anchor: Rawal came up with a fighting knock amid some truly mindless batting by his
teammates. R.V. MOORTHY 

Shorey and skipper Dhull also pitch in with crucial knocks to sustain the rearguard defiance; 
Tamil Nadu’s white-ball exponents have a go at the improbable target

RANJI TROPHY

Maharashtra’s Mukund Ah-
er rewrote four National re-
cords on the second day of
the National weightlifting
championships here on
Friday.

The 19-year-old from
Manmad in Nashik District
created a new mark in ju-
nior men snatch (114 kg),
junior men clean & jerk
(140), junior total (254) and
senior men snatch (114) to
hog the limelight.

Manipur’s Tomchou
Meetei set a new record in
youth men’s clean & jerk
with a lift of 130Kg, while S.
Guru Naidu of Andhra Pra-
desh lifted a total of 233kg
for a new National mark.

Earlier, the men’s 55 kg
clear & jerk competition
had to be stopped for more
than two hours after the

competition platform
(flooring) was found to be
slippery by Vijay Sharma,
the Indian team head
coach. A new flooring was
brought and fixed. 

The results: Senior: Men:
55kg: Mukund Aher (Mah) snatch
114, clean & jerk 140, total 254, 2.
Prashant Koli (SSCB) 113,134,

247, 3. Komal Maheswari (Chtr)
100, 137, 237.

Junior: Men: 55Kg: 1. Aher 114,
140, 254; 2. Maheswari 100, 137,
237; 3. Uday Mahajan (Mah) 103,
131, 234.

Youth: Men: 55 kg: 1. S. Guru
Naidu (AP) 104, 129, 233; N.
Tomchou Meetei (Man) 102, 130,
232; 3. Vijay Prajapati (MP)
96,120, 216.

Aher steals the thunder with
four new National marks

WEIGHTLIFTING

K. Keerthivasan
NAGERCOIL

Phenomenal effort: Mukund Aher left his impression on Friday
with a bunch of records. K. KEERTHIVASAN

Former World rapid cham-
pion K. Humpy produced a
superlative performance to
claim India’s first-ever sil-
ver medal from the World
blitz chess championship
that concluded in Almaty,
Kazakhstan, on Friday.

In the 17-round women’s
section, fourth seed Hum-
py started with two
straight losses on Thursday
but bounced back to aggre-
gate 12.5 points, including

8.5 points from the last
nine rounds. That half-
point she dropped her way
to a strong finish was to
compatriot D. Harika.

Humpy’s runner-up per-
formance was the only sil-
ver lining from this year’s
blitz event. In the rapid ca-
tegory, 15-year-old B. Sa-
vitha Shri gave India a sur-
prise bronze on
Wednesday.

On a day when World
No. 1 Magnus Carlsen once
again became the only one
to hold all three world tit-
les — in classical, rapid and
blitz time-formats — after

scoring 16 points from 21
rounds of blitz, Indians in
the Open section did not
have much to cheer about.

Indians’ standings: Open (out
of 176 players): 17. P.
Harikrishna (13 points/21 rounds),
18. Nihal Sarin (13), 42. Arjun
Erigaisi (12), 49. B. Adhiban (12),
58. V. Pranav (11.5), 60. Aravindh
Chithambaram (11.5), 72. Surya
Shekhar Ganguly (11), 84. Raunak
Sadhwani (10.5), 90. Vidit Gujrathi
(10.5), 97. S. L. Narayanan (10.5). 

Women (out of 99 players): 2.
K. Humpy (12.5 points/17 rounds),
13. D. Harika (10.5), 17. Padmini
Rout (10.5), 21. Tania Sachdev
(10), B. Savitha Shri (9.5).

Humpy clinches silver with 
a scintillating finish

Sports Bureau

CHESS

Poor visibility ended a
thrilling final session of
cricket in the drawn first
Test Friday after New Zea-
land had threatened to
snatch victory following
Pakistan’s daring
declaration.

Chasing 138 to win in 15
overs, New Zealand was at
61 for one in only the
eighth over of the second
innings when the Test fin-
ished early because of bad
light.

Pakistan resumed after
tea at 249 for seven in its
second innings — a lead of
75 — and Kiwi leg-spinner
Ish Sodhi (6/86) threa-
tened to set his team up for
victory. 

Impressive
Left-handed Saud Shakeel
made an unbeaten 55 and
got plenty of support from
the two tailenders, Mo-
hammad Wasim (43) and
Mir Hamza (3 not out).

The scores: Pakistan 438 & 311/8
decl. (Imam-ul-Haq 96, Sarfaraz
Ahmed 53, Saud Shakeel 55,
Mohammad Wasim 43, Ish Sodhi
6/86) drew with New Zealand
612/9 decl. & 61/1 (Tom Latham
35 n.o.). First of the two-Test

series drawn.

Sodhi claims
six, match
drawn

Ish Sodhi. AP

Associated Press
KARACHI

NZ IN PAKISTAN

Maintaining her all-win re-
cord, Aashna Makhija
emerged as the only leader
after five rounds of the
MPL National women’s
chess championship when
she defeated overnight co-
leader Sakshi Chitlange in
57 moves at Kolhapur on
Friday.

Former champion Mary
Ann Gomes (4.5) moved to
the second spot by beating
Aashna’s Vishwa Shah.

Leading results (fifth round):
Sakshi Chitlange (4) lost to
Aashna Makhija (5); Divya
Deshmukh (4) drew with Vantika
Agrawal (4); Mary Ann Gomes
(4.5) bt Vishwa Shah (3.5); Kiran
Manisha Mohanty (3) lost to
Soumya Swaminathan (4); P. S.
Srreezaa (3) lost to Bhakti
Kulkarni (4). 

Arpita Mukherjee (3.5) drew with
P. Supreetha (3.5); C. Lakshmi (3)
lost to Srija Seshadri (4). 

Dakshita Kumawat (3.5) drew
with Srishti Pandey (3.5); Bristy
Mukherjee (4) bt V. Varshini (3); B.
Mounika Akshaya (3) lost to V.
Rindhiya (4).

Aashna leads
after fifth win

Sports Bureau

Koustav Chatterjee pulled
off the biggest upset of the
MPL National chess cham-
pionship by bringing down
top seeded overnight lead-
er S.P. Sethuraman in 50
moves in the ninth round
here on Friday.

The eighth-seeded Ben-
gal boy now leads the field
with 7.5 points, half-a-point
ahead of Sethuraman,
former champion Abhijeet
Gupta and youngster L.R.
Srihari.

Going by Sethuraman’s
impressive run so far in the
competition, the result was

hardly expected. But all
credit to Koustav for seiz-
ing the opportunity after
his rival’s dubious choice
on the 22nd move.

Thereafter, Koustav
took his time to tighten the
noose on his illustrious riv-
al. With every passing
move, Koustav improved
his position and eventually
came within four moves of
check-mating the white
king when Sethuraman
chose to give up.

Srihari scalps Leon
Srihari scripted the day’s
second biggest surprise by
bringing down fourth seed
Leon Mendonca in 37

moves. Srihari punished a
passive Leon by launching
a fierce attack on the
black’s castled king and
moved within 12 moves of
delivering a checkmate
when the youngster
resigned.

A second straight victo-
ry lifted Abhijeet to the
joint second spot. In an
equal battle, Deep Sengup-
ta’s poor knight-retreat on
the 24th move saw Abhi-
jeet quickly seize the initia-
tive and close the game on
the 30th move.

Leading results: Eighth round:
S.P. Sethuraman (7) lost to
Koustav Chatterjee (7.5);
Mitrabha Guha (7) drew with

Karthik Venkataraman (6);
Abhijeet Gupta (7) bt Deep
Sengupta (6).

L.R. Srihari (7) bt Leon Mendonca
(6); Aronyak Ghosh (6.5) drew
with N.B. Hari Madhavan (6.5); P.
Iniyan (6.5) drew with M.R.
Venkatesh (6.5); N.R. Visakh (6.5)
bt Mehar Chinna Reddy (6).

Shyam Sundar (6) drew with Ajay
Krishna (6); N.R. Vignesh (6.5) bt
Avinash Ramesh (5.5); P.
Shyaamnikhil (6) drew with K.
Saravana Krishna (6); Sandipan
Chanda (6.5) bt Mayank
Chakraborty (5.5); Subhayan
Kundu (5.5) drew with
Mohammad Nubairshah Shaikh
(6); Anees Mohamed (5.5) lost to
Anuj Shrivatri (6.5); S. Dhananjay
(6.5) bt Audi Ameya (5.5); Arjun
Adireddy (6) drew with Vedant
Panesar (6).

Koustav stuns Sethuraman to take the lead
Rakesh Rao
NEW DELHI

IOA to streamline
governance and focus
on athlete welfare
NEW DELHI: The Indian
Olympic Association (IOA)
decided to streamline
governance, fiscal
prudence and focus on
athlete welfare during its
first Executive Committee
meeting.
It was agreed that the joint
secretary Kalyan Chaubey
will act as the Chief
Executive Officer (CEO) till
the appointment is made
after due process.
“We will be creating a
transparent system for
attracting sponsorship and
marketing deals,” said
Kalyan Chaubey.
The Executive agreed not
to have any company for
marketing and
sponsorship. Instead, the
IOA will explore the same
for individual Games.
All the Olympic and
non-Olympic national
federations would be
requested to submit
proposals of athletes
across different disciplines
so as to help them get

suitable support,
especially towards
preparation for the 2024
and 2028 Olympics. It was
also agreed to entrust the
Athletes Commission, in
consultation with the
Executive, to form a
system to help derive
maximum benefit from
the different programs of
the International Olympic
Committee (IOC).

All the National Sports
Federations would be
requested to settle their
pending account with the
IOA by March 2023. The
process of auditing
accounts has also been set
in motion.

The new Executive
Council, with P.T. Usha as
the president, also found
that there were more than
200 legal cases against
IOA. An in-house legal
team was being formed to
deal with the cases.

Humera stops Jennifer,
makes semifinals
GWALIOR: Fifth seed
Humera Baharmus beat
third seed Jennifer

Luikham 6-4, 7-5 in the
quarterfinals of the
$15,000 ITF women’s
tennis tournament at the
City Centre Tennis
Complex on Friday.

The results: Singles
(quarterfinals): Ksenia
Laskutova (Rus) bt Sravya Shivani
6-2, 6-2; Humera Baharmus bt
Jennifer Luikham 6-4, 7-5;
Weronika Baszak (Pol) bt
Akanksha Nitture 6-1, 4-6, 6-3;
Vaidehi Chaudhari bt Sharmada
Balu 6-2, 6-1.

Doubles (semifinals): Ksenia
Laskutova & Vaidehi Chaudhari bt
Smriti Bhasin & Sai Samhitha 6-3,
4-6, [10-3]; Vaishnavi Adkar &
Saumya Vig bt Haine Ogata (Jpn)
& Snehal Mane 6-1, 6-3.

Chitkara tops table

NEW DELHI: Chitkara
University (Diya Chitale,
Ananya Basak and
Lakshita Narang) won all
its three league matches
and topped the table in
the North Zone
inter-University table
tennis championship here
on Friday. Delhi, Panjab
and Chandigarh placed
second, third and fourth
respectively.

SNAPSHOTS
!
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